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*ROCKTOBER COMICS AND MUSIC #16. 
: JULY 1996. 1507 E. 53RD ST. #617 CHICAGO, IL 60615 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! ONLY $10 FOR 5 ISSUES. THE BEST DEAL ON EARTH!!! 


MAKE SURE YOU DONT MISS OUT ON A SINGLE AWESOME ISSUE! ($15 CANADA, $20 OTHER COUNTRIES) 
1507 E 53RD ST. #617 Chicago,tL 60615 


Concealed cash, Money Orders or Checks. Make checks and M.O.'s out to Jake Austen 

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE $2 EACH. , unless otherwise noted ($3 CANADA, $4 WORLD) BOLD=INTERVIEW. ITALICS=COMIC 

#9 CHUCK BERRY'S TENANT, MINOR THREAT, R. KELLY,, MOTORHEAD, SCREAMING JAY, SAMMY DAVIS, JR, FLAMING LIPS 
GUITAR WOLF, LIFE SENTENCE WORST CONCERTS BONUSBOOK. 

#10 BOREDOMS, WAYNE COCHRAN, TERRY CASHMAN, BASEBALL ROCK & ROLL, TV ROCK & ROLL, SAMMY, SOUTHERN 
CULTURE ON THE SKIDS, KURT COBAIN, HALL OF DYNAMIC GREATNESS SCREENPRINTED POSTER 

#11 LIMITED SUPPLY! THE HISTORY OF MASKED ROCK & ROLL. SANTO, RAMONES, THE PHANTOM, RAT PFINK, BANANA SPLITS, 
KIM FOWLEY, MASK MAN, PEDRO BELL, KISS, BLOWFLY, ORION, MENTORS, MICHAEL JACKSON, BLACK LONE RANGER, 
SKIMASK, MUMMIES, GOBLINS, FUCKERS, BLACK METAL. BONUS ORIGAMI INSERT TOY! 

#12 Only a few left. List Alternate. COMIX ISSUE. SAM THE SHAM, ADAM AND THE ANTS, DON HO, THE PET PEEVES, X RAY SPEX, 
RANDY TRAVIS, TOM JONES, SAMMY, THESLITS 

#13 GREAT AND SMALL ISSUE JERRY LEE LEWIS, SUGARLOAF, KIDDIE-A-GO-GO, ROLLINS & ROKY, VELVET CRUSH, PEDRO 
BELL, THE MONKS, GARY GLITTER., THE HISTORY OF MIDGET ROCK AND ROLL, , KENNY "R2D2 " BAKER, KID DYNAMITE, 
SAMMY, GARAGESHOCK, WILDGIRL GOGORAMA BONUS SCREENPRINTED HALL OF GREATNESS POSTER 

#14 PUNK'NHEAD FLEXI ISSUE WITH SONGS BY GIRL TROUBLE, MCRACKINS, PEDRO, GOBLINS, BUTTERGLORY, SCISSOR GIRLS 
AND MORE! GO NUTS, R&B ECCENTRICS, KISS, WAYNE KRAMER, SAMMY. 

#15 JAYNE COUNTY, CYNDI LAUPER, OSCAR BROWN, JR., JOHN DOE, RON KITTLE, GEORGE STRAIT, OLIVIA NEWTON JOHN, 
LOU CHRISTIE, SERGE GAINSBOURG, WANDA JACKSON, OZZY OSBOURNE, LITTLE JIMMY SCOTT 

ROCTOBER RECORDS! $3 EACH, $5 WORLD, POSTPAID! 








ROCTOBERFEST COMPILATION: THE GOBLINS, TART, BOSS FUEL, JOHNNY CREEPER, SMALL FACTORY. THIS IS A REALLY 
GOOD RECORD! 
THE HIDEAWAYS AND THE GOBLINS LIVE AT THE FIRESIDE BOWL SPLIT SINGLE. A WHOLE BUNCH OF SONGS BY CHI 
TOWN'S MASKED KINGS OF SWING! THE HIDEAWAYS ARE AN INSTRUMENTAL MASKED FREDDIE KING TRIBUTE ACT AND THE 
GOBLINS PLAY MASKED SPOOKABILLY! 
***NEW***THE LONE RANGER "TRUTH UNMASKED" THE DEBUT RECORD BY ONE OF CHICAGO'S MOST ECCENTRIC BLUES 
LEGENDS, CERTAINLY THE GREATEST MASKED MUDDY WATERS TRIBUTE COWBOY IN TOWN! 
TABLE OF CONTENTS RIBUTING: JACQUELINE STEWART, JASON AND PETER 
eek HAR aay FROM SO AND TUNES, SHANE WILLIAMS, RANDY LANCELOT, 
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P. 18 PUNK'NHEADS BY SEARLEMAN AND SOUTHER 

P.20 MONKEY ROCK'N'ROLL BY JAKE AUSTEN WITH JAMES PORTER. 
ANTHONY ILLARDE, GARY PIG* GOLD, ALEX WALD AND OTHERS 
P.30 FOR FREE BY SEARLEMAN 

INSERT: HALL OF DYNAMIC GREATNESS POSTER BY BRIAN RALPH 
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We love mail! But we hate editing all 
letters are 19 their purest form 


sob au Spelling and punctuation 





The following poem was sent by John Binns, 
"The Bearded Bard": 


JAY AND THE AMERICANS 
"She Cried” and they were in the charts 
Selling discs and breaking hearts, 
"Only In America” did they sell 
But I knew their records well, 
"Come Dance With Me" Jay Black invited 
And on "Friday" all their sights were sighted, 
"Come a Little Bit Closer” went near to the top 
And not many at this time were a flop, 
"Some Enchanted Evening" they sang 
And “Cara Mia" made a mighty bang, 
They told her she was living above her head 
And "He's Raining in My Sunshine" they said, 





This group were a particular favourite of mine 
And on many hits their names were signed. 
(22.128) 


-John Binns, 14 Silver Royd Close, 
Wortley, Leeds LS12 4QZ, England 
Dear Roctober, 

I recieved the latest issue. I trust you likewise recieved 
my latest "The John Agar Newsletter." Just a matter of time before 
The Sun-Times picks up “Punk'nhead” and cancels "Funky 
Winkerbean". 

The enclosed item reflects my connection to a favorite 
subject of yours-Sammy Davis, Jr. Seems Sammy was performing 
in Atlantic City at the same time as the 1986 Miss America 


Pageant. My niece Lisa met and had her picture taken with Sammy. 


The TV movie "Terror in Columbia County" is about Dawn Smith, 
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Miss South Carolina of 1986, and the 
murder of Dawn's sister. The movie has 
glimpses of the actual 1986 Miss America 
contest which I attended. Lisa was ranked 
#12 and thus just short of being in the top 
featured 10. Dawn Smith was runner up 
and Kellye Cash was the ultimate winner. 
Sincerely, 
Scott Hughes. 
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Upstart Records’ Two Step Program to Rock: 


Just Rockin’ & Rollin’ 
(uP o3 2) 

The Bionde Bomber is back 
with ali new meterial 
quaranteed to shake, rettie- 
and kick your ass > 
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The gutter-mead, reverb-crazy, Mr pee 
whamimy-:rific, masked-banditos ti. Si 
of rock return to conquers < 


Upstart Records E-mail: upstarterounder.com 
Available at Newbury Comics, Tower, HMWV 
Mail Order: G I 7.66 1.6308 
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The gorilla however was pushing it, don't you think? 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


Heo Ga 
SO MANY CHOICES 
$O LITTLE TIME! 


LIFE REMINDS US CONSTANTLY, THERE IS SO LITTLE TIME LEFT FOR THE 
THINGS WE ENJOY. WHETHER IT BE A GREAT CUP OF COFFEE, A FROSTY 
SHAKE, AN EXQUISITE PICNIC LUNCH WITH ONE THAT WE LOVE, OR JUST A 
SOLITARY SIP OF SWEET RED WINE. LIFE ALSO REMIND US THAT THE CHOICE 
IS OURS. PLEASE BE THANKFUL AND COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS. 

NOW AVAILABLE FROM OUR TOP ACTS: ANTON LA VEY - THE SATANIC MASS 
(OR) SATAN FAKES A HOLIDAY CDs $15 EA. (OR) STRANGE MUSIC 10" EP 
$10. FAXED HEAD - UNCOMFORTABLE BUT FREE CD $12. HEAVENLY TEN 
STEMS 7" - $3.50. HARVEY SID FISHER - ASTROLOGY SONGS CD $12. 
TODAY'S SOUNDS (DERRICK BOSTROM) 7" $4, GREAT PHONE CALLS (CD 
$12. TFUL 282 EVERYDAY 7" $3.50. U.S. SAUCER - TENDER PLACES LP $9 - 
CD $12. NEILHAMBURGER LOOKING FOR LAUGHS T' $3.50. 
EVERYTHING POSTPAID IN U.S.A. - SEND STAMP FOR FREE CATALOG. 
***PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE A NEW ADDRESS*** 


AMARILLO RECORDS wr. x0 
P.0. BOX 1768, SANTA FE, N.M. 87504. 
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ULI *K£KRRRECONFPEDERACY OF SCUMEE**5EXRK 
KEKKKAKKKKKKKKARKKAKAKAKKKRAKKKAAKE ERE RKKKE 
CONQUERER WORM-RIDE-ON CD JEFF FROM 
ANTiSEEN & PHIL FROM RANCID VAT TEAM 
\ \ UP TO PAY TRIBUTE TO SIMON STOKES. 
Ree) RANCID VAT-31 FLAVORS OF HOSTILITY. cp 
mi THEY'RE BACK WITH A NEW SINGER, NEW 
a |SONGS, SAME OLD HATE. HOSTILE CITY!!! 
oa ANT{SREN-HELL CD 17 COVER SONGS THE 
ONLY WAY THESE REDNECKS CAN DO IT!!! 
wn COCKNOOSE—-BADMEN , BUTCHERS, & BLEBDERS 
W|CD REAL PUNK FROM THE MIDWEST SINGING 
fami THE PRAISES OF BOOZE, GUNS, PORN, & 
WRASSLIN! FUCK SALAD, EAT MEAT! !!!! | 
RANCID VAT-ICONOCLASTIC ICONS CD 
fm GREATEST MISSES FROM THIER REIGN AS 
THE NOISE KINGS OF THE WEST. LINER 
NOTES BY JIM GOAD( ANSWER ME!) 
SHEKKAKAATAARARKKKS ELE KLAL KCK TERAEET 
COCKNOOSE/BUZZCRUSHER-SPLIT 7" $3 
LOODY MESS-COUNTRY 7" $3 
i . oe | 
HERE'S THA DEAL-EBACH CD IS $10, ANY 
3 FOR $25, AND ALL 5 FOR $40. WOTTA 
FUCKIN BARGAIN. FOR A LIST OF SHIT 
SEND SASE. CASH OR MONEY ORDER TO 


| JEFF SKIPSKI AT 
EERLSAKAAALRALKE ALR AERELAKLARKARALETRES | 
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MAD BROTHER WARD-AM I COOL 
OR WHAT? 7"EP $3 

SCUM ROCK, HELLBENT ON 
KILLING THE SCENE!WOOOOOO! 
COMING SOON- ANTiSEEN-HERE 
TO RUIN YOUR GROOVE CD!!!! 
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.*S"I Wanna O.D. aie ial Demolition Doll Rods t 
ae Movies" 7" Screamin’ Mee Mee's NEW: 
(2nd, pever | before released 7", 1978) 

"I Don't Need ee - Fell New Mailorder Rates 

"Flyin? Over You"- reengenerate 7 $3. 50/10" $7 
"Live in the Basement"- Screamin’ Mee-Mees overseas add 
Problems". Bassholes "Seventeen - Man ‘Tee’ Mans ¢2 per item 
pModel Citizen(Nitroglycerine)” = Monoshock df 

Punk Rock Secret" - Thomas Jefferson Slave Apt.’s Sen or 
sHey, Hey Blake Pirtle"- Inland free catalog 















HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE ORIGINAL ALICE COOPER Ne HE 
WAS THE QUIET AND SENSIEL ONE. HE WAS ALSO PRETTY 
GOOD BASS PLAYER. HE WAS. 


DENNIS DUNAWAY 


Z WAS THINK/NG 
ABOUT WHAT IT 
USED TO BE LIKE 
BEFORE WE GOT 
SO POPULAR. 



























THE PAY THAT RECORD CAME OUT , WE 
THOUGHT THE BEATLES WERE 
LISTENING 7O IT. 


HEY FOHNI! THAT'S GREAT 

L JUST Aan GEORGIE ff WE'LL 
FIGURED Seite USE !1T ON OUR 
OUT A tf ie NEXT ALBUM 
GUITAR ree 

RIFF FROM FR 
THAT NEW dA 
ALICE Sd 
COOPER 
PLATE R. 














I REMEMBER 
WHEN OUR FIRST 
ALBUM PREIIES 
FOR YOU CAME 


oe 












No ONE HAD EVER 
HEARD OF US... 
NO ONE WAS 
BUYING IT. 
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©'% E. SEARLEMAN 


NEw cOVOAY Nyx KKH, 
ROCK THE yk * * * BY JAMES PORTER. Special Thanks to Harry 


Young and Jerry Schollenberger. 


7 : : 6 GUE -GO ! "You & I, will be together tll the end of time..." 


Twenty years ago, a local rock band called the New Colony Six lipsynched their song "I Lie Awake" 
ona local TV show, Kiddie A-Go-Go (see issue #13). Since then, this footage has been circulating through 
the rock & roll underground, adding to the legends of both the band and the show. When Jake asked me about 
a listing in New City, a Chicago magapaper, for a reformed NC6 appearing at a Jewish synagogue, I was 
skeptical. To Jake, the Six were local punk-rock legends. I think so too, but I also know that after they 
signed with Mercury in late '67, they started shifting towards a polished soft-rock sound. (Another reason not 
to trust major labels.?) This is the period of the band that the local oldies stations play up, but frankly, I've 
always liked their more garagey-type stuff on their own Sentar label better. I was thinking that their show 
would emphasize the late period ballads over the gritty earlier material. Jake was laying nine-to-five odds that 
the band wouldn't show at all. But since a friend of Jake's was visiting from Providence, Rhode Island, and 
he's really heavy into the sixties garage sound (hey, Ty, if you're reading this, what's up, man!), we thought 
this would be an interesting sight to check out. Both of our hunches were right, sorta---out of two sets, only 
five Sentar songs were performed, and out of the various lineups of the band, only singer Ray Graffia was left 
from their 1965-69 heyday. I expected it to be a quick-paced oldies-style revue, and it was. What I didn't 
foresee was that I'd enjoy it so much. 







Wally Kemp 


Jerry Van Kollenberg 


"TEMPLE MENORAH 
NEW COLONY SIX CONCERT 
SAT MAR30 8PM$12 
SECOND SEDER 
APR 4 5:30 PM *21" 


Ray Graffia 


That's what the marquee of the Temple Menorah Banquet Hall said as we approached the synagogue, 
located in a Jewish/Indian section of Chicago. We had spent that entire Saturday hitting the used record stores, 
taking Ty record hunting (we discovered that Second Hand Tunes in Evanston had priced Breakthrough, the 
aptly-titled NC6 debut album, at a steep $100). After a stop at a copy place (Jake color-Xeroxed the cover of a 
recent reissue in hopes of an autograph), we were on our way. As soon as we got there it was apparent that 
this wasn't going to be our usual Empty Bottle-Lounge Ax rock show experience, and that's what made it 
even more fun. We walked in just in time to sce the Six, in their street clothes, doing their soundcheck (a 
version of "I Want You To Know", a late-60's softie). Now, the thing was, who were the original members? 
The band shifted members several times between '65 and '74 (when they dropped the "Six" from their name 
and added a black female singer), and had a fairly anonymous image. The most recognizable "faces" in the 
band were Ronnie Rice, who guided them through the soft-rock years, and Skip Griparis, who got on the 
Colony train real late (around ‘72 or so) but was a prominent Midwestern comedian by the eighties. Neither 
were present for this gig. So like a man or woman at the airport holding a sign for the person they're 
supposed to meet, we propped the Xerox of the NC6 reissue up on the table, partly to let them know we were 
fans, and also so we could find out who was in the photo that was also on the stage. Just before the first set 
began we saw a very encorouging sight; the bandmembers were heading back to the dressing room (actually 
the rabbi's office) carrying drycleaning bags containing their garage-era colonial stage outits! 

It was an interesting affair---it was in the banquet hall's gymnasium, with cheap food and drinks ona 
side table. Impatient kids with energy to bum were running around everywhere, as girthsome Jewish couples 
watched over them. About 60-75 people were at the show, and at one point a lady at the soundboard 
complained about people daring to drink and smoke in a religious institution. This was not a typical rock 
show. 


Pat McBnde 


Ronnie Rice 


"| lie awake, counting my time, a breaking heart, a troubled mind...1 WANTMYLOVE BACK!" 


The between-set taped music was even odder---while we waited for the band, big band jazz and themes 
from the damned Olympics were playing, and between sets, we were treated to Kansas' greatest hits. Me and 
Jake caught Ray Graffia and the boys loosening up on “Carry On, Wayward Son" when we caught them 


SEA 


Chic James 










backstage. When you read ‘zines like Bad Trip or Kicks, inevitably Spee ak ne 
you'll see an interview with the occasional garage-rock pioncer who's er ae Se we ian Me 
ashamed of his past, and I'm happy to say that ie is not ro of bsg & ae : wa. 
Ray was with the band through the final LP, 1969's AttackingA Straw cote’ 

pe and while he's aware enough to know the musical value of those eee seed ‘SENTAUR Seager aegers 
earlier hits, he's still genuinely happy that the Six sull have a ; 5 tac 
following. A reunion concert in 1988 at the Park West helped him keep. 
the faith. As he explains, at first "I didn't wanna do it. We had started a 
talking about this in '86, and I didn't wanna do it in '86 and I refused to ig ose 
do it in'87, and I really didn't wanna do it in '88, for a couple of Be 

reasons, and I don't want this to sound like false modesty, but in reality, New Colony & 


World Inter. 
I never realized how big the band was. And I thought to myself, ‘gee, I en BAY. 200 








had these fabulous memories of tremendous performances---how could I me 6220-018 
possibly, at the age I was in '88, in the shape I was in '88, as far ah 
removed from rock & roll as I was in '88, could I ever come back other mn 

ai 3 


than to make a mockery of what was a nice litle band? So I didn't Bs 
wanna do it, and finally in the third year, I said ‘alright, I'll do one date cach 
and one date only’, and then, when we went and did the Park West with Peres 

Ronnie, and I couldn't believe...it was actually a Ronnie Rice show," aes = * é i. LIE AWAKE 
Ronnie Rice now does a popular solo oldies act, "and we came to do a 














NEW COLONY SIX 


few numbers with Ronnie---he was gonna do his thing, and then we — Sp. 1202 
were gonna come out...I really was not lookin' forward to it. | mean, it egies Sn oa aera Sm. Eee. 
had been a long time! I thought of myself as, ‘hey, I'm a pollution is ae ee it Cae 2 We 


patrol waste water treatment guy," (his current occupation), “What do I 


know from rock & roll anymore? But when we came out, and | saw how many people were there, and we just about had a literal standing 
ovation from the time we first played till we finished. I couldn't believe it! I was absolutely stunned, ‘cause I'd just...1 dunno, I just don't 
remember it as being that big a thing! But so many people came up and said so many nice things and 'where you gonna be next” and blah 
blah blah...it was fun! I couldn't believe it....1 was very, very nervous, much more nervous than any time in the beginning, 'cause, heck, | 
was a kid then---what do I know from nerves? But now I'm a middle-aged guy sayin 'what in the hell am I doin’ here?" 

This was his first live performance since the early 70's with Raymond John Michael, a band whose ranks included former Colony 
members Graffia, Chic James, and Craig Kemp. "We're talkin' sixteen years and I really just couldn't fathom doing this again! " Had he 
kept up with music at all in the intervening years? "Listening, yes. Performing or going to see people perform, not at all. I was just too 
tied up with family life and workin’ with the church and tryin’ to build my business. | really felt like the square peg in a round hole, and 
when we had some of the first rehearsals...after the first rehearsal, I felt so awkward, I almost was gonna call everybody and say, 'hey guys, 
do it without me. I just feel completely ill at ease.’ But then the second rehearsal came, and it wasn't so bad, and then the third rehearsal 
came, and it actually got to be a little bit of fun, and by the time we went on, it was still awkward because I wasn't sure how to move 
anymore, or whether I would be ‘with it’, but I guess it's sorta like riding a bicycle. The first performance was okay, / felt a little weird, but 
then when we did the second and the third and so on, now I'm just...shoot, I lok forward to doing these performances; I love 'em. 

Graffia on stage in '96 is very far from being self-conscious. He's still skinny enough to fit into that Nehru jacket he wore on the 
back cover of the Revelations LP (1968---and he's still got it, too!), and he doesn't take himself too seriously. He's even acting out the 
lyrics of his songs---when he tells us that it's “been so long" since he's seen his woman ("I'm Just Waitin’ Anticipatin' For Her To Show 
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Topat Productions present 
THE SOUND HEARD 


ROUND THE WORLD(¢ 
Rock "N Rell ln Concert 


ROBIN HOODS 


{direct from England} 
ws, The 


New Colony Six 


<UP Says: “A Roch ‘NM Rol resold 
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Up"), he looks at his wrist watch, and during the line 
"sometimes you might feel blue" ("Things I'd Like To Say"), 
he went so far as to point at his blue jacket. And with all the 
children around, there was an eerie parallel to Kiddie A-Go-Go. 
The band broke into "The Chicken Dance" as a joke and all the 
kids hit the dance floor. When the band performed "Cadillac", all 
these kids started doing the handjive, a 50's R&B dance that 
almost looks like a gang handshake. Looking back at their 
historic appearance on that show, Ray says that although 
Pandora Mulqueen was "cute as a button", he admits that "it 
was kind of embarrasing"---then. 'I Lie Awake' ends cold, on the 
dime, yet the show's enginecers faded down the last 30-40 
seconds of the song. "I wish they could have at least let us 
finish the tune!" He adds, "in retrospect, you can see the 
humor, but I] think at the ume, it was a lite embarrasing and 
we were alittle self-conscious." 

When they weren't doing their old hits, they fleshed it 
out with cover versions from the same era---Badfinger, Moody 
Blues, Los Bravos ("Black Is Black"), and Ray even introed 
"Midnight Confessions" by telling a long-winded joke about 
how he'd been having a visionary dream about cameras but was 
awakened in the middle of it and he actually punchlined with the 
pun, “Mid-Nikon Vision". He actually talked that mess on 
stage. Yes, the audience groaned like you probably are while 
reading that passage, but they loved it just the same. Before 
they launched into Joe Cocker's version of "The Letter", Ray 
announced that he couldn't do a decent Cocker imitation, so he'd 
keep us satisfied with a Belushi-as-Cocker impersonation 
instead. At about this time I had to look around and survey the 
audience. I saw fortyish Jewish couples and their kids, the 
wives and girlfriends of the musicians, in their shag hairdos, 
baseball jackets, and fringed boots and finally to our table---Ty 
cannot believe the weirdness of it all, and neither can I, and Jake 
is watching the whole thing like television. Six middle-aged 
men, dressed in mismatched colonial outfits, doing comy jokes, 
baby-boomer-era hits (theirs and others), and having the time of 
their lives. At one point, when they did "Good Lovin", they 
brought the entire audience to their fect, doing that crazed 
side-by-side dance that they used to do on American Bandstand 
in the eighties, Courteney Cox did in Bruce Springsteen's 
“Dancing In The Dark" video, and Eddie Murphy parodied in the 
movie Eddie Murphy Raw. And to get the crowd to sing along 
on the “yeah, yeah, yeah" part, Ray asked the crowd: “Are the 
Bulls gonna win?!?" "YEAH, YEAH, YEAH, YEAH, 
YEAH..." 
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“Just we two, | didn't know what they all knew, ] was fooled, 
couldn't believe what vou were doin..." 


“When people pictured the Colony from a radio 
perspective, what they wanted to hear was the soft, pretty 
ballads. Obviously, that gets awfully monotonous when you're 
tryin’ to perform on stage. There's still a lot of the rock and 
roll from the very early days---the pre- Ronnie Rice days---that 
was screaming to get out, so we would do that on Bsides, on 
album tracks, and in live concerts." There were two genuine 
surpnses---'Roll On' and 'People & Me'. The Colony continued 
to have hits well into 1972, and ‘Roll On' was one of the last, 
ranking up there with Sammy Davis, Jr.'s "Bein' Natural, Bein’ 
Me" and the Gentrys' 'He'll Never Love You' as far as top-notch 
Grass Roots ripoffs go. Like many of their songs, this stiffed 
out in the middle of the pop charts, and it's too bad, 'cause this 
would have sounded great on one of those Have A Nice Day 
collections of seventies hits on Rhino. Better still, the 
embarassing line from the original about "the look on your face 
when J gave you that puppy" has now been amended to “when I 
kissed you last Sunday." "People & Me", from 1970, is even 
better---their stab at hard rock, with great pseudoprotest lyrics. 
This was probably the least known of their originals, but they 
did it up just fine. Some of the Sentar material came out as a 
cross between 70's FM rock and the theme from Friends, but 
it's nice to know that they're remembered. As Ray sang lead on 
many of the Sentar hits, he's glad to see the underground mania 
for their earlier punkier stuff. 

Their real "breakthrough" (as opposed to the album 
title) came at the NC6's first gig, in 1964 as the Patsmen, 
named so because they were six guys from St. Patrick High 
School in Chicago. As Ray explains it, "the Patsmen had only 
one gig. It was a party thrown by the girlfriend of one of the 
girlfriends of... think, Gerry Van Kollenburg, our lead guitar 
player. That came about because we were invited by the 
neighboring girls' school to do a performance at their opening 
fall sock hop---they used to have such things---after we had 
finished high school, which came about because we had done 
an imitation on the Beatles singing "I Want To Hold Your 
Hand" for the final concert of our senior year. Everybody in the 
Six plus one other guy started that thing, and here's a little bit 
of trivia: Tony Lux was the only guy that did that part of the 
Beatles’ thing that wasn't a member of the New Colony Six. He 
went to St. Pat's also....everybody else lived relatively close 
together but we didn't know where Tony lived, so we went with 
the six of us." After that one gig, they renamed themselves the 
New Colony Six (in reference to what the Britsh had called the 
pre-revolution USA. The name alluded to the bands defiance 
of the contemporary British invasion.), and after playing the 
local dance circuit, they spent the summer of '65 in a duplex 
house in Hollywood, as the downstairs neighbors of Paut 
Revere & the Raiders, who weren't yet the stars they became. 
Ray confirmed the rumor that when the bands met, one coming 
in and one going out, they were suprised to see both groups 
wearing the exact same outfits. That fall, the Raiders got their 
own network show, Where The Action Is. The Colony 
eventually did that show, and maintains that any rivalry between 
the two bands was strictly friendly. 

After "I Confess" became a hit in the winter of 1965-66, 
they released their debut album. Ray says that the early gigs 
were mainly built around any three-chord song they could get 
their hands on, but Breakthrough shows how far they had come 
in the space of a year. Several of the songs, including 
"Confess", were composites of different songs that weren't good 
enough to stand on their own, and between that, the lyrics, the 
band's choral background, Chic's marching-band styled 
drununing, the songs sound really advanced for the time and 
place. "I was very much into Dylan, and psychedelia had not 
hit, but we had gone to California...and we were exposed to a 






lot of the forerunning type of psychedelic sounds that was out 
there before it had ever hit the Midwest." Not only the music, 
but the hair length, too: "We came back from California and 
just had it over the collar of our shirts. We got more grief than 
you could imagine because we saw that that was the trend that 
was coming, having come back from the West Coast, we just 
let it keep growing.” One song, “The Time Of The Year Is 
Sunset", even atempted to predict the end of the world, with 
some anti-abortion lines thrown in for good measure, not 
exactly acommon dinner table conversation piece in 1966. “It 
was a combination of things. I don't know if I've mentioned it 
‘cause it's not something that typically comes to the forefront of 


This scrapbook material is from Harry Young, one of Chicago's biggest 
NC6 fans. Below, Leslie Kummel obit, Dec. 20, 1978, Chicago tribune. 
Below that: Late version with Black, female vocalist Yvonne Browa. 
Gerry Van Kollenberg to the left of her afro. Bill Herman far left. 
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conversation, but I'm a religious guy, I am an ordained deacon, 73063 Br erik 
actually, in the Roman Catholic church. and even back then I Sanne / 

ee . a: 
had strong opinions on some of the things that I thought were Music 


wrong, but it wasn't the kind of thing that was particularly 
popular to expound, at that time, seeing as it was ‘freedom of 
choice’ and ‘make love, not war' and all that kinda good stuff. It 
was my way of trying to get out the idea that what we're doin' 
is wrong. If we don't watch it, the time of the year will be 
sunset, which of course referred to the end of the world." There 
was also that classic cover, where they're posing under the 
staircase in an abandoned building across the street from the 
Playboy Mansion. 


(BMI) 2:36 
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All afternoon, Jake kept singing random lines from "I 
Lie Awake" in anticipation of the New New Colony Six, but I'd 
like to think of them in terms of the lyrics from one of their 
last hits---"roll on, roll on, we got so much goin' on". The 
New Colony Six did have it goin' on that night--just ask the 


etme ty mnancuer MOO 


(not Brian Wilson!) 


Leslie Kummel, ex-rock 


















Japanese, who just reissued their two soft-rock Mercury albums oo a 
. . e e e 7 
onone CD. Or ask Sundazed who've reissued some of their musician killed In crash = = 
finest early work under the titles "At The Rivers Edge" and ‘4 2 ad 
"Colonization." Or better still, ask the girl in the tie-dyed et oh ithe New Cateee SUE Tek eke ate ee About eu ag ee 
chi 7 i killed Tuesday when hi HE LEFT the greop, which hao siete 
T Sire dancing ona Temple Menorah table to the set closer, the Seiad Ws a Mie conte toe tikes banded, in in lla I and warhead => 
Stones' "Brown Sugar". Btreet just south of Erie Steeet. Medical Leehican. The {all by slated > 

Kummel, 33, was an all-purpose musi-. Paramedic school at St: Francis Cc 
cian in the 1960s wth the Chicago-based {gi in Evanston. He lived on Chicago's Mm 
rock group, and served as singer, com- North Side. oO 
Poser, and guitar player. Survivors include bis mother, Rose; 

While a member of the band, Kummel afd a sister, Mra. Lea Bernstein. Q 
composed and collaborated on several of Services will be at noon Wednesday in — 
be group's hit records, wweludin; 1 Will the cha pat 3019 W. Peterson Av. ie) 

; ; ® 
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Above: Billy Herman shows a young drummer 
how it's done at a youth Music Conference in 
Wisconsin, 1969. Les Kumel, among others, 
looks on. Below: From Teen's Top Magazine. 


Right. Fan club letters. Yes, that's Ray's 
sister. 


BOBBY SHERMAN'S 
MAIL BAG 


Dear Bobby, 
I’ve been reading TIT for some time 
now and I love it. But I noticed that 


there hasn’t been one article or picture 
about the hottest group around. And 
I'm talking about the great NEW 
COLONY SIX! They've had three big 
hits—‘‘I Confess,” “I Lie Awake’ 
and ‘“‘Cadillac.’”’ They also had top 
billing with Chad and Jeremy at the 
World Teen-age Show in Chicago. 
They've mostly worked concerts inthe 
mid-West but were in California for 
three months. In fact, why don’t you 
ask Paul Revere & the Raiders how 
great they are? They are good friends. 
I’m sure I can count on’ you not to let 
all their fans down. I hope to be read- 
ing about them in your magazine soon. 
Thank you. 


Kathy Van Hecke. 
Morton Grove, 1.4 

I must confess that at the time I re- 
ceived your letter [ hadn’t heard about 
the New Colony Six, but after checking 
around (with Paul as you suggested) I 
spoke to my editor and he promises to 
have a feature on them in our next 
issue. Because these magazines are 
planned in advance it was too late for 
this one. Thanks for keeping me in- 
formed, Kathy. 
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Merry Christaas and Rappy Bow Year! !!! 

I soulaave bane sou ‘Tor erring. "What yoor?"! Plasee accapt our 
aoology for doing #o negligent, how2vcr, ws have dilly-dal. 
pectuee #0 aign'’ imow how to brome soe pores ope penteeeae 

ww Colony Six. As soms of you . x 
bar ‘organ ste to’ ne longer with the NC6 and Ronnie ice te now ia 
Bis spot. Some of you gay reaanbder Ronnie for hia single, svara 
Baby, released a few months ago, We are featuring Craig Koap's 
fact ehost this rolease, and know ol] of you wish Bis guccesa. 
Wo are compiling @ shost on Ronnie cow, and ae soon ae we hove all 
ths neoaseary information, we will eend it on te you. 


Many a have beon 2: + “let's get tho NC6 on ‘Where 
ths Provan aie Le tr agras, let's, But it’s eosier eiid than 
done, so wa'l) have to potition. If aay of you ara intarcetod in 
starting one, st the top of the petition put, “Wo the undored gned 
wint to a7s Chicago's 'Msw Jolony $ix' on ‘Where The Action le's. 
Thon, grt as euny of your friunde te eign it 59 poseibls, and Boil 
all the pstitions to mo: 
Krie Groffis 


Saseabe: TE): so ae not to waste tise, sll 
1 aise to got them to Dic! Are. ae n waste ie, 
ine petitions should ‘be in my hands by Pedruory 1, 1967. Thanke 
and good luck. 


Ve hope you will 
the HS6'e latest rele: 
1s now enjoying cons: 
arese of our great Colony. 
Me Love You". If you like the platter 

ntorgeting your friends (and sneoies) in getting ths 
tii’enoe, you can do nothing better for a 

mg it = than to ask your favorite d.J. to play 
‘Thanks much gore. We know many of 


Oda 


wuch 


our autographed copy of the lyrice to 

Tee You So much”, (and they aye It 

le quecese in the Mid-Sast and other 
Tha flip side incidentally 19, "Let 











1% on your favorite station, 
you aust already 

gatting sentionad on eany of the prograns. 2 
We've been ahooting up the charts also and it'a certainly due to 


Noe...we didn’t forget yout 
getting started, 
suggastions = s9 pleases write, 
us, so tf you bave any ideas, let us znow 


yout the changs It's no ne 
"YT ble wa 
gat berind thet 
or thelr first album, “Breakthrough wen The New Col ixt 
depends on how wall we push of groan Sts 
brainstorma on @ new publicity angie, 
4s far a9 we know right now, the albun will 
Just for you ktda, bare’ 
B07 
beving “tuff” 
Men Than 1.°,....,...8nd of pookt 


4a you probebly noticed by now, this wonth we are *. 
Pat “cSride, the leader of the NCS. 
we wilt end you Colony Clips on the rest of the grosp, 


By the way, did you know "I Confess” 1s det: 
Londoa Records in England? “ 
We hope you got to hear the Graas plugs Pst 


English D.J., gave the group wali aitt Bling 
sneatan epee 4 & Pp 2 be was visiting Ron Flisg sa 


Two things we 


perhops you could help make run-down on how the group firat got together anc sone kK 


accurate schedule of where 
on it now, 


arly requesting the record, because we ars Ve have 4 Sow ideas {n ths making but thera are a lot 
eee at thes i} Thanks auch gore most. to clear up, te 2 los 


April 1946 





We'rs new et thle and (t's nerd 
We know we'll ‘morovs with the help of your 
Tals fan club belongs to all of 


thet "f Confess” hit reel blg and their ssesnd diac, 
{a gotng Just es strong, [tts possible, tf we atl 
FP new record Lt can go even digger. 





The success 


their singise, If you get any 


latts haer about {st 





@ pose a% their new eltus, “hare are 
nal now tracks of their own to look fo>ward to, beside 
new verstona of "Hang On Sloopy” and "You'rs 8 


sense 





Tasturiag 
With the next five letters 


fistrtsute? by 
It's ssllicg in Caneda alrsage: 
Alldorsiaz, 





Plan on giving you (n the next fsw mnths ere 
oF 
we are working 





the WCS are eoreartag, 


of datail 
YoutLil bear all ebsut thea shortiy, iat 


2 "amie werk wa should ba #16 or thsreaboute on WES, ond go. J ee eas at. 
your Sty preak anto the top tuenty on WoPb. ong for now = and remuber --.--.-2.- DO RE cousyy1> 
That's about al) thie time. Heasmber - DO BZ COLORY. 
xns Kris 


Colony Six will be traveling to New York areas on 


8, The New 
4 = 14th = 15th = for personal appearances. 


Jonuary 15th 


Here we are again, a little blt tater then we 
hoped, but you know how It Is with vacetion and stuff, 


"BREAKTHROUGH", the MEW COLONY SIX album is 
lng great guns, but it could be golng great cannons 
? we all gat behind tt ( everyone Is gilowed to be 
corny once In a whllo ). Their latest single " CADILLAC” 
Is beginning to pick up, so let tep on the accelerator 
and drive that car to first place, Gesides buying thelr 
record, enother way you can hsip Is by requesting it at 
your local radio station. For ie In chlesgoland, call 
W.L.S.,State 2 - 2002, between 8:00PM and 10:00PM end 
request " CADILLAC " for the "TOP 3", Thanka much, 











Many of you have asked me to Ilst 
jolng to appear. Well, give me a hand beceuse — managed to 
Rod out that they're Taying at McCormick Place July 27-31 
et the World Teenage Show, I'd love to meet atl of you 
down there and so thet you'll know me, I'1l ba dressed 
simttar to the NC6, and carrylng an Americen Flag, Bring 
along sny prospective fens end any ideas you may have 
concerning the fan club. 


laces where thay're 


This time, a8 you can see, we're featuring Ray Graffla 
lead tenor of the group. He's also my brother and 
unprejudiced fave of the Six ( well maybe I'ma little 
prejudiced).° 


Well, that's ebout sll this time. 


TIT we meet again 
00 BE COLONY. 


Kris 


P. S. If you have any comments, gripes. compliments, 
a@tc., send them to me at Chicago, 11, 





COLONIZE ftitt 

“JERRY SINGS® 
Yes fans, Jerry singel ‘the New Colony Six hag just con- 
pleted recording their new album, and if there aren't ary 
lnot minute changes, the nape will be *COLONTZATION*®! It 
will nave 13 songs, including "You're a Jetter Man Than I* 
(recorded psychedelic faehion), and lasts for 
we can't taxe away all of the surprises. 


Getting back to !Jerry Singa!, he and chic wrote @ new nunter 
entitled "Hello Lonely", whien ig the flip side of the 
Colony's new single “I'm Just Waitin’ « anticipatin's, which 
should ba released thie weex. They've tried sorething new 
this time and hope you'll like the sound. We'll be havoy 

to hear any conrent you may have. Since this is Jerrv's 


first oinging role, we're featuring him and enclosing his 
fact sheet. 


We know you've all wondered at the long time between letters, 
well, we hope we've eliminated one dig reasor. which eaused 
the delay - we've purchased our ow duplicating machine, and 
we promise you'll hear froz us mush nore now, 


Zo all of you who sent petitions for the N26 to appear on 
“Where The Action Is", pl-:ase accest a hearty thank vou, 
We've sent these to a personal friend of Dick Slark’s, who 
will see they are handed to him cersonally, Incidentally 
tne liegt of 2225 nanes was topped ov Marvanne Stetz of 
Libertyville, Ill., who uccounted for 694 names, Maryanne 
doesn't “mow this until she reads this letter, but for her 
efforts she is going to receive a personally autogravhed 
copy of “Colonization® aw scon as it cones off the presses. 
Congratulations Maryanne! 
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WAYNE 
KRAMER 


dangerous: 


oe 
NOR ares. 


A Rock & Roll masterpiece....a mixture of first 
class songwriting and passionate guitar improvisation. 


The new c.d./ cass. / |.p. from Epitaph recording artist Wayne Kramer. F @& j a 


| ARISE THEREFORE 


“Palace's latest, Viva Last Blues (Drag City). is the first alternacountry record to aim for the greasy carly-70's barbeque of 
Jerry Reed and Waylon Jennings. Electric and slide guitar punch in and out. coiled and dirty, and the drums do waltz 
time with sensuous hesitations. Tunes rise up and fall and rise again. borne by precisely loose grooves. 

Terri Sutton. LA Weekly 













“Even [Palace's] thickest rhythm claims little of the incvitability that so marked Waylon’s 
suggestive chug, We're calking about sexuality here - and the vast difference between 

the Outlaw’s decisive dick and this small 0-outlaw’s capricious cock.” 

Ibid. 


“Palace Brothers reminds me of the old Johnny Horton song. “Whispering Pines.” 
in which the singer is so crazy that even the antics of squirrels and birds remind him 
of his lost love... | keep having this grim fantasy of taking over a modern country 
station and playing nothing but Palace Music for a straight 48 hours. 
Of course the revelry ends in bloodshed. but it all seems worth it.” 
Steve Terrell. The New Mexican 


“Will Oldham is just an inexplicably good songwriter. He's not that different. 
but he comes up with stuff that rings true. Really smart. Duh.” 
Mark Asshole of San Francisco Art Museum, Rolling Stone “Raves™ 


“Looks like Guided By Voices still has a guest list.” remarked Will Push Palace 

; as he observed a crew of middle-aged. whisky-and-smoke wizened 
i. ha ‘ guests in honky-tonkish attire filling into the hospitality tent.” 
; Ned Oldham Black & White 


$333 


New PALACE LP/CD 
DRAG CITY P.O. Box 476867 Chicago, Illinois 60647 USA 
LP: 88ppd / CD:812 ppd 
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MYSTERIANS eh ape poor 
by GENTLEMMANJOHN BATTLES tN 
-"The Answer Man" : - ms fe. eE : RED THe 
The legend of ? and the Mysterians, as their name would : bre 5 ; 
suggest, is clouded in mystery, and lot of questions are stil/ unanswered. 
Their place of origin has been source of some confusion, with some say they 
came from Michigan, while others state that Texas was actually their home, 
and they’re both right. The band members originally came from Texas, and 
eventually made their mark in their adopted home of Detroit without losing 
a hitch of their distinctly Texas sound. 
Question Mark himself is one of Rock’s last great enigmas. 
Forget about Prince, this guy was calling himself a symbol before he 
became famous! His refusal to disclose any vital stats (except his favorite 
color, orange) might have seemed like a clever publicity stunt at the time, 
but even today he’s gone to meticulous detail to remain a private, secluded 
individual. Even good friends haven’t even seen him without his trademark 
wraparound shades permanently in place, and he’s been known to stay 
completely out of sight unti! the very minute he’s set to step on stage. He’s 
only recently announced that he has a new favorite color, but he’s not saying 
which itis. Cee 
The biggest handscratcher however, is the stigma of being a mere a . ; ite nah ty wekery se 


om a 





heer Ly ae + ot * 

“one hit wonder” that’s the band has had to bare. It’s true they stormed the charts their first time out, and while the follow ups “I Need Somebody” and “Can't 
Get Enough of You Baby” did well, they didn’t come close to eclipsing “96 Tears”. What's seldom brought to light, however, is the fact that this was a band 
that cut several fine singles, two great albums, plus a third, unreleased album on Ray Charles’ TRC label that’s reportedly been handed over to the band, and 
may see release in the future, (not to mention the orange ROIR cassette from a few years back of a scorching contemporary live set, about to be rereleased on 
CD), and had a tenure that lasted well into the 60s. Part of the problem is that, in 1966, the market hadn’t yet tumed over from singles to albums, and neither 
the “96 Tears” LP nor “Action,” their second LP, has seen legitimate re-release. 

While ? and the Mysterians recorded several great songs like “Ten O'clock,” “Smokes,” “8-Teen,” “Girl You Captivate Me,” “Got To” and “Don’t 
Tease Me,” (none of which sounded like “96 Tears”) they would go on to be relegated to the same status as The Trashmen, The Standells, The Count Five and 
The Shadows of Knight as bands that had so much to offer, yet would only go on to be known for one song. Of course, there’s no denying “96 Tears” is an 
~all-time classic, one that stands out in the mire of oldies radio as much as it did when it was originally climbing up the charts, a recording that’s so perfect that 
even when covered by genre giants like Disco’s Thelma Houston and punk’s Suicide, the echo of the original obliterates the newer attempt. But ? and the 
Mystenans were definitely no mere one trick ponies. Still, what's romantic about their story is that they did live out the American Dream, if only fora short 
while, and proved, as Ene Burdon would go on to sheepishly say, that that Dream applies to everybody. Here were five very young Mexican-American guys 
who were watching their heroes, The Rolling Stones, The Dave Clark Five and The Beatles on TV one minute, dreaming of making it big the next minute, 
then doing it the next. It’s important to note that most Latino rock hits up til then had come from Los Angeles. It’s true they could have gone on to bigger 
things, but, to hear Bobby Balderama tell it, there’s not much to look back upon with regret. They 
had a chance that very few people get, played their hand, and produced a song that most people 
would associate with some of the best times of their lives, and in that, friends, there’s no mystery. 











John not too long ago spoke with original Mysterian guitarist Bobby Balderama. For the results, 
check out BAD TRIP zine #9 ($5, Subscriptions $20 for 4 issues, 4325 John Wesley Dr. Dallas, 
GA 30132). We hoped to get a brand new take, with a more complete band interview at a recent 
scheduled Chicago ? and the Mysterians show, but alas, the eccentricities of Question (call me 
*Q’) Mark eventually caused the show to evaporate weeks before curtain call. Here, however, are a 
few choice anecdotes that didn’t find a home in the pages of Bad Trip, so put on that 45 and your 


reading glasses and get ready to enjoy, as... 
BATTLES TALKS TO BALDERAMA ABOUT... 


A QUESTIONABLE QUESTION MARK 


BOBBY BALDERAMA: There was a gig, we were going from 
Ohio to Florida, and we were listening (o the radio, and this guy 
was saying he was Question Mark! And, were going, “Waita 
minute, Question Mark is sitting right here! This guy is doing the 
interview over the radio, right? And we keep listening, and this 
guy kept talking, saying “Yeah, I’m Question Mark and my band 
and I are on vacation,” - - and the whole band was listening to 
this! We wanted to find out what town this was, and | think it 
was Toledo or Cincinnati, so we stopped in that town and called 
that radio station, and we told the deejay who we were and that 
Question Mark was nght here, and he says, “No, Question 
Mark’s in my studio,” and we said, “No, he’s right here, were on 
4 5 our way to Flonda.” And the guy says, “Can you prove it?” We 
ig ee ee : : go, “Yeah!” And I think it was Eddie (Serrato, the drummer) 





Above:The Japanese movie THE MYSTERIANS (‘59) was on TV when the band came up with their name. 


















who had Question Mark on the phone and Question Mark started telling him, “Yeah, I’m Question Mark,” and 
the guy wouldn't believe him, so he goes, “Why don’t you come down to the station?”, and we went out there, 
and the other guy had split. We had albums to show to him, and he goes, “Man, you guys are ? and the 
Mysterians!” And he had the number of the girl this guy was sleeping with, and he called the number and the 
girl answered, and he asked for Question Mark, and she says, “'il get him.” So the deejay gave Question Mark 
the phone, and Question Mark says, “Who's this,” and the guy says, “This is Question Mark from ? and the 
Mysterians, who's this?”, and he goes, “This is the REAL Question Mark from ? and the Mysterians!” And the 
deejay had put that on the speakers so we could all hear it, and it was funnier than shit, I mean, there was like 
DEAD SILENCE (Both laugh)...it was funny... 

JOHN BATTLES: There was a similar incident in Austin a few years back, some guy had been passing himself 
off as Dick Dodd from The Standells, and a friend of Dodd's called him and he flew in from Califomia to be 


there when the impostor, who'd been cashing his royalty checks, was set to go on stage, and the cops came and 
handcuffed him on stage! 


BB: Really? Oh wow! 


TONY ORLANDO 
BB: (Record exec) Neil (Bogart) was real good to us on a one-on-one, he had respect for us, and we had respect 


for him, and he introduced us to, like, Tony Orlando... remember we 
were doing our first album and Tony Orlando was there and he sang on 
“Why Me”. 
JB: Oh, tike harmony vocals? 
BB: Uh-huh, and I’m thinking, “God, Tony, you're either Italian or 
Mexican,” and he says, “I’m Puerto Rican,” and something else, I don't 
remember. He could speak Spanish real good, and he told us about a hit 
that he had in the fifties...something about “Paradise.” 
JB: Yeah, he had a minor hit before “Candida”, “Knock Three Times” 
and all that... 

; BB: Yeah, that was before he had the TV show and everything... 

; BB: That's interesting, I didn’t know that.(Notice how impartial I'm 
being-John) 
BB: Yeah, he was on one of our albums, and we were real tight with 
him. I went to go see him live one time, and I thought, “Ahhh, he 
probably doesn’t remember me.” This was recently, a few years ago. 
JB: But did he? Or, did you talk to him? 
BB: No, I didn’t, you know, and I should have. 


LYRICS 
JB: The song “Smokes” is another one of those songs where the title 
isn’t even mentioned in the lyrics, and the more I listen to it I think 
“What is he talking about?” Is he talking about seeing a girl at a party 
but the room is so smoky that he can’t make out her face?” 
BB: Yeah, that’s what we thought about it But Question Mark, the way 
he wrote, sometimes I didn’t understand it! Like “96 Tears,” there’s a 
part in the middle, where he goes, “I'll be on top,” and all of a sudden it 
gets switched around and I’m way down there and she’s on top! You 
know? (laughs) 
JB: You can draw your own conclusions! 
BB: Yeah! 
JB: But, 
really, | 
always 
thought of that 
as more of a 
metaphor...to 
your emo- 


tional state... 


BB: Right. 
JB: To where you think you’ re way on top, like you're up so high, but watch out, now, eventually 
you'll fall down. i 
BB: Yeah, I asked Question Mark, and he looked at me like... couldn’t see his eyes! (both laugh) 
“Where are you coming from?” It’s like, what do you say to Question Mark? A friend of mine 
has a karaoke machine, and he’s got ‘96 Tears” on it, and he’s got a monitor on it, and I’m sitting 
there reading the words...(both laugh)...1 never knew what he really said in the middle there 
exactly. And you're right, itis like a metaphor, it’s certain kinds of feelings that are happening... 
tripped Question Mark out when I asked him that! 
JB: Yeah, well, songwriting ts such a personal thing, it’s almost as if you have to write something F 
Continued next page: 17 





? concluded: 


down, like an explanation, because the next day after you've written 
a certain line, you may have forgotten subliminally what it 
meant..there’s a line in “Ten ©’ Clock,” I'm sure I've got it wrong, 
but it sounds like, “You thought you did, now you’ re left to rot”- 
BB: (laughs) { don’t know about THAT one! 


THE BALDERAMA LEGACY, 





Bobby Balderama: I've got a cousin whose pretty big in the 
Mexican market... 

John Battles: Oh really! Who's that? 

BB: His name is Henry Balderama, he’s from San Antonio. He's got 
about eight or nine albums out. He went to Europe with Flaco 
(Jimenez) and he loved the way that Flaco played, but he didn’t like 
the food there! (laughs) 


THE QUESTION OF THE FUTURE 
Bobby Balderama: I’m always writing, and Question Mark has 


z0od ideas, as far as lyrics. I always thought that me and him made a 
zood team, as far as getting the scratch work done, beginning the 
songs, and having everybody hear it, and having everybody doing 
their own little part, which created the original sound. 

John Battles: Yeah! And it sounds like you're doing it 

BB: Yeah, were trying right now, and we want to do more shows in 
che near future... 

JB: Great! 

BB: Well it’s been great talking to you John. 

JB: It's been great talking to you too Bobby. 
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REAL “Seven Inch!” RECORDS 


* Sput: “Seberg” 
(dark brooding punk rock from Chicago) 
* John Huss Moderate Combo: “Braying Mantis” 


(“folk n’ roll” says one dumb-ass rock critic ) 


* Frances Gumm: “Subtraction” 


(a single after the legendary VHF cd - driven) 


These records cost $3.50 each, postpaid vz Well concealed cash only. 


WON'T GO FLAT 


OWEN HATTERAS, President 
Conveniently located in the heart of the new Woodlawn area 
3 blocks west of Outer Drive, right by the steam plant. 


P. 0, Box 379463, Chicago IL 60637 


coming soon - toulouse, ting, goblins 





HECKLE/LITTERSOX SPLIT 7” 
Heckle nps New Jersey a new 
asshole and Litterbox gives NYC a big 
Fuck You. $3.00 PPD. 


LITTERBUR 7” EP 
4 quality punk tunes 
on 7 inches of vinyl. 
$3.00 PPO 


Send SASE for free catalog and 
Stickers. To order stuff: sena cneck 
of money order to: 
Axhandle Records 
1827 McAlister Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94115. 
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A Heawy Dose 
of in your face 
ear bludgeoning 
punk rock. 
Imported from 
Pittsburgh PA. 


500 MILES 
TO GLORY 


GEARHEAD MAGAZINE 
COMPILATION 
wr/ Supersuckers, 
New Bomb Turks, 
Teengenerate, Nine 
Pound Hammer, 
Bom p-Le}ek. D.. 6h wg 
More 


Availableom 
cP Only 


REHEARSE AT SECRET STUDIOS 


eof Red Devit Records 
- Box 347422 


s Fran. Ca 94134 
ab Catalo 


debut album 


= available on cd and la 
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} he LABEL nor the 
sangin’ group, dumby! 


“Early ae ee MPSS GOI on 
here. Hes rock that’s for sure. 
This i it is fast...cardiac arrest 
or bust!” - Flipside, March ‘96 


“Attention: libertines, in- 
betweens, and voodoo queens, 
get your mind in the gutter, 
chéck out the Loudmouths...of 
the Loudmouths there are four, 
four sneering sociopaths, Two 
have dicks, and two are chicks. 
At each of their shows to date 
they ve lived Pp tox their name, 
ma Young, 


Write for a catalog: 
New Red Archives PO. B, 210501 S.F., CA 94121 
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Stewart, Doug Underdog, Alex Wald, Harry Young 
"Abba Dabba Honeymoon" - | thought I'd use this 
alphabetically convenient song about a monkey and a chimp 
courting to throw out some cursory definitions for monkey, 
chimpanzee (they're not the same!), ape and other primates. 
Apes are the group of animals that most closely resemblee 
humans, so they're a natural to look cute with guitars or drums 
in their hands. The four kinds of apes are chimpanzees, 
gibbons, gorillas and orang-utans. They have hairy, tailess 
bodies, long arms and big hands and feet. Chimpanzees are 
found in Africa. They are the most intelligent ape, are very 
playful, wain easily and look great doing tricks. When you see 
an actual ape in a movie (not someone in a suit) doing 
something cool, it's often a chimp. Gibbons are from the 
tropical Southeast Asia and stay in the trees. They have litdle 
bodies and freakish tiny faces. Gorillas live in Africa in 
lowland and mountain forests. They're big and cool and scary- 
looking enough that very often in pop culture history a decision 
has been made that it would be a good idea to have someone 
dress up in a gorilla suit. Since male gorillas can get up to 450 
pounds, it's probably smart not to use a real one. Orang-utans 
live in trees in Borneo and Sumatra. They look like they have 
beards so they seem wise, which is why they're the brains in 
"Planet of the Apes". 

I'm, of course, wrong in incorrectly using the term 
Monkey’ in this article's title as a generic term for apes and 
monkeys. While there are only four kinds of apes there are 
over 200 species of monkeys. They are all small, lively 
intelligent primates, and unlike apes they have tails. Not all of 
them are accommodating to being manipulated by organ 
grinders, movie directors and circus trainers, however. The 
ones you'll most often see doing a dumb gag are capuchins, 
who have nasty faces, but are super good at tricks. Monkeys, 
apes, other monkey-like beasts (such as lemurs) and people are 
all primates. Primates are mammals with pretty good brains, 
decent grasping ability and some other stuff. Most primates 
look cool playing rock music. 


Alice Cooper - When the band performed “I Love The Dead" 
in their live stage show in the early 70s they featured midgets 
dressed as monkeys in executioner costumes. 


The Apemen - Monkey masks occasionally compliment the 
space suits this Netherlands surf combo likes to sport. 


Baboon Dooley - Punk comic about a bitter, jaded rockcrit. 49 





The Apemen 


Bingo-From ‘68 to '70 kids all over 
tuned in to NBC to watch the a 
quartet of baseball mascot rejects 
bang out Bubblegum tunes and intro 
3rd rate Hanna-Barbera cartoons. 
Yes, it was the age of The Banana 
Splits! Their drummer, Bingo was a 
smiling, shade-sporting simian. 
Every now and then in one of their 
Psychedelic videos he would get so 
excited that not only would he leave 
the drum kit to dance around, but 
he'd also move his head so his 
shades would swing up, revealing 
some beady litde splotches. The 
band can still be seen in reruns of 
their own show, in a Partridge 
Family episode and in the movie 
Rollercoaster Their vinyl and 
cereal-box records are treasured by 
collectors, and I think Bingo's 
backbeat has a lot to do with their 
popularity!. 





Brass Monkey - [n addition to the song of that name on the 
Beastie Boys "Liscenced To III" LP, and the smokin’ '50s 
Black Rock'n'Roll number "You've Got The Nerve Of A Brass 
Monkey" by Fillmore Slim on Deotone (available on the 
Collectibles reissue LP "Blame It On The Blues"), there was 
also a group called Brass Monkey. Their self-tided LP on the 
Rare Earth label, around '70 or '71 was unremarkable hard 
rock, but the cover features a weird brass relief of a monkey 
playing a trumpet, and horns are usually referred to as brass - 
getit? There's no hors in the band though. (JP) 


Brooklyn Gorilla - In Bela Lugosi Meets A Brooklyn Gorilla 
(1952) Duke Mitchell and Sammy Petrillo, a pair of Z-grade 
Martin and Lewis impersonators, find themselves in the jungle 
with natives and a mad scientist. Bela (as the mad scientist, 
natch) turns crooner Mitchell (the Dino of the duo, though he 
looks more like Bobby Darin and sings more like Bobby 
Brady) into a gorilla. To prove to Petrillo that it's really him, 
Mitchell, as the ape, actually has to croon a tune. A big 
Roctober paw-thumb up for this winner! 


Bubbles - Michael Jackson's pet chimp Bubbles is perhaps the 
most famous pet primate in history. When Michael became the 
biggest selling pop musician in the early eighties his unique 
lifestyle, including his menagerie of pets, got tons of ink. 
Bubbles, who Michael liked to dress up and be photographed 
with, became a household name. Michael became so 
accustomed to holding Bubbles in his arm that when he went to 
events where no monkeys were allowed, he took to carrying 
freakishly minuscule child star Emmanuel Lewis around like a 
pet. Bubbles was a recording artist in his own right (sort of). 

In a failed marketing attempt, a set of dolls called "Michael's 
Pets" debuted in the mid eighties. Each doll included a 

cassette of the animal singing his theme song. Michael himself 
was not involved in the recordings, however, and they sounded 
like tunes the Care Bears rejected. Bubbles also appears in 
Michael's "Leave Me Alone" video (there's also a lemur 
dressed as a ringmaster in it), and apparently was very 
mischievous on the set. 


The Chimpanzees - Half and half oriental /occidental, boy/girl 
NY punk combo who wear chimp suits and makeup. 


Chimp Opera - Royal Trux perf orm one on the unavailable 
"Drag City Hour" CD. 


Chimpy The Drumming Monkey - Though not the most 
identifiable one, Chimpy (made in the 50's by the Alps 
company) is one of the many mechanical, musical monkey toys 
that kids the world over have played with for years. The 
earliest mechanical monkey that has anything to do with music 
I found was a tum-of-the-century Chien Monkey bank that 
looked like an organ grinder's chimp. It tipped it's hat when 


ty 


you putin acoin. The drumming and cymbal clanging chimps 
probably were first made in Japan in the 40's. Though U'S. 
and European toy makers had used batteries to light headlights 
and whatnot in toys previously, starting in 1946 the Japanese 
revolutionized the mechanical-toy industry with mini electric 
motors, much better than the spring and friction mechanisms 
Amenican toy makers were using, allowing toys to do more and 
run longer. Robots, clowns and animals were popular designs 
and between the late forties and the early seventies, the 
Japanese introduced thousands of popular designs, including 
many musical monkeys. These included Chimp Xylophone 
Player (by the Y Company, 1970's), Trumpet Playing Monkey 
(by Alps, 1950s) and the leather clad, guitar toting Rock 'n' 
Roll Monkey by the Rosco Company in the 1950s. In the 60's 
Japan's Karamochi company made Dancing Merry Chimp, 
which clapped it's hands, and Alps made Bongo Monkey, but 
the creepiest, most famous percussive primate toy is the 
cymbal clapping one with the crazy moving lips featured in the 
illustration below by JK Potter. It's an illustration for the story 
"The Monkey", which appears in Steven King's Skeleton Crew 
collection. The story is pretty pedestrian, about a guy terrified 
because everytime the cursed monkey toy claps his cymbal 
someone dies, but it's invocation of this toy as a horrifying 
image has an interesting origin. King was walking down the 
street in NYC and a vendor had the sidewalk covered with 
these monkeys wound up and clanging to high heaven. This 
monkey was also used as a symbol of horror in the 1988 
George Romero flick Monkeyshines' print ads. Though there 
were other cymbal clapping monkeys (including Pepi- 
Tumbling Monkey by Yanoman) the name of the famous one 
was Musical Jolly Chimp, made in the 60s by C-K company. 
There have been many knock-offs of it, but an original in good 
hape should run you about $60. 
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unconfirmable. 


called "The Beagles." 
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Chinese Opera - Classical Chinese operas are mostly based on 
historical tales, legends and myths. There are literally 
thousands of operas and a number of them feature monkey 
characters. 


+ 


Do The Monkey - In a Rocktober exclusive, Alex Wald 
illustrates this popular sixties dance step: 


18 Again! - This 1988 movie, referred to by Halliwell's F ilm 
Guide as "the feeblest of the body swap cycle of films", has 
George Burns magically take over his college age grandson's 
body. When they go to a typical '80s movie punk club (with a 
Teena Marie poster on the wall!) The Dickies are performing, 
with gorilla mask, "You Drive Me Ape...”. 


German Video Monkey - Though 
I'm unable to recail his name right 
now, around 1982-83 when the MTV 
music video revolution was hitting 
it's first summit, Teutonic television- 
watching teens saw their Michael 
Jackson and Paul Young videos 
hosted by a real live suit wearing 
chimpanzee, a /a Lance Link, 
speaking in his naive German. 


Electric Zoo - There were a series of late sixties episodes of 
The Beverly Hillbillies where Jethro Bodine, wearing his 
Madison Ave. hippie outfit, decides to become a “rock 
manager". His first signing is a group called The Electric Zoo 
(I think that was the name, I know it was the something Zoo.), 
featuring an elephant and a monkey playing tamborines, plus 
Roy Clark, as cousin Roy, in a Lite Lord Fauntleroy outfit, 
doing a mind expanding cover of "The Great Pretender."(JP) 


The Go Go Gorillas - Dolly and 
Madison, the dancing Go Go 
Gorillas, were added to those Snack- 
Rock Superhero kings, the Go-Nuts, 
entourage after the band's leader, 
Kap'n Komut had the following 
revelation: "Everyone loves 


Elton Scares Iggy - In 1973 Iggy Pop was in concert 
performing "Search and Destroy" and as a joke Elton John 
came out in a gorilla suit during the song. Iggy, had buffed superheroes, right? Every kid lives 
some crystal THC, thinking it was cocaine, and actually snacking? That's about a half- 
thought it was a real gorilla and freaked! He had to be taken to jpittion-dollar idea; if you put 
the hospital. gorillas in the mix, ka-boom! You 


Erko and the Knuckledraggers - Gorilla masked Providence 
based Garage group, with a sexy blond girl-illa f, rontperson. 
Rumored to be The Itchies in disguise, but that's 


Fatz - Fatz, a gorilla, was the keyboard player and sometime 
vocalist for The Rock-afire Explosion, Af rapakc house ea 
at Showbiz pizza. On their 1981 Creative Records 45 "Catch 
A Wav2" biw "School Days" Fatz sings lead on the Chuck 
Berry tune. His laughing vocals illustrate that gorillas are 
actually good natured, and not viscous, as often portrayed in 
the media. Showbiz also had an all-dog Beatles cover band 


Charles Gemora - Though not as 
well known today as Rick Baker, 
who is considered by many to be the 
king of Gorilla special effects, there 
would be no Rick Baker and no 
Gorilla suit wearing Rock'n'Rollers 
without Gemora, often credited as 
The Father of the Modern Gorilla 
Suit! Gemora, a low-key Hollywood 
studio laboratory tech/make up man 
frequently (because of his small size) 
played a gorilla in early horror films. 
That led to his innovations in gorilla 
makeup and costumes. He's pictured 
below in his outfit from “Gorilla 
Man From Mars." 





Gemora 


puta pink tutu and a red and white polka dot bow tie on 
one of your gorillas? A million bucks." Dolly and 
Madison have a song about them," At The watering Hole," 
coming up on a Dr. Dream records compilation, and the Go 
Nuts also have another similar simian themed song, 
"Lancelot Link Wray" in the works. 





"GiTARZAN" - In this novelty hit by Ray Stevens "The 
Monkey" actually has a vocal solo! You see, GiTarzan has 
a pet monkey who likes to get drunky and sing boogie 
woogie it sounds real funky. Let's hear it for the monkey! 


Hand Hand Finger Thumb by Al Perkins (Random House, 
1969) - This children's book in The Cat In The Hat's “Bright 
and Early Books for Beginning Beginners" series, features a 
monkey beating on a drum with his thumb ("Dum ditty Dum 
ditty Dum dum dum"), donning "Rings on fingers. Rings on 
thumb" (ala everyone's favorite Beatle), joining other 
drumming, banjo summing and fiddle zumming monkeys, 
and eventually becoming a part of a mountain of "Millions of 
fingers! Millions of thumbs! Millions of Monkeys! 
Drumming on drums!" The excellent illustrations by Eric 
Gumey are monkey-rific! 


Millions of fingers! 


Milltons of thats! 
Mithous of monkevs 


Druin on davins! 


Harpo's Ape - To my knowledge this still is not from an actual 
movie, but it kicks some ass whatever its' story is. 


Hippie Monkey - In the 1969 (shot in 67 film Mont 

D P 
during the extended Ravi Shankar sitar fe the canes oe 
through the crowd and settle on a dirty hippie with his pet 
capuchin monkey perched atop him. You can tell the simian's 


a hippie too because he's got the word "LOVE" painted on his 
forehead. 




















"Join Real Soon Or Be A Baboon!" - The classic Made-For- 
TV schlock flick Cotton Candy (1978) starred Clint Howard as 
band manager in a "five high school kids get together, form a 
band, follow their dreams and make it big" story (don't laugh, 
they were better than The Heights!), and the ad that brought 
them together proclaimed "HEAVY HEAVY HEAVY! ROCK 
ON BROTHER! A NEW ROCK BANDIS STARTING! JOIN 
SOON OR BE A BABOON!" complete with a drawing of a 
primate rockin' for all he's worth! Mercy! (JP) 


King Kong - Though I can't recall the King of the apes playing 
music himself, the natives of ‘Africa’, ‘Monster Island’, or 
wherever he's supposed to be in each particular film, usually 
have a musical ritual associated with him. The most elaborate, 
I'd go as far as to call it an opera, is in King Kong vs. Godzilla, 
(it's even longer in the Japanese version) in which the natives 
(Japanese in blackface) perform a fantastic show for Kong. 
Though you only see drums (one with a psychedelic painted 
head) you hear a full orchestra and the heroic warblings 
composed by Akira Ifukube (again, from a full unseen choir) 
are somewhere between Mahler and Queen. The pseudo- 
primitive dance the Japanese females(in less blackface than the 
men) ‘natives' do is highlighted by the fact that to make her 
look more primitive (?) the lead dancer's bikini top is stuffed 
with honeydew melons or something. The best pop song about 
Kong is probably the theme to his cartoon ("King Kong, you 
know the name of/King Kong, you know the fame of/King 
Kong, ten times as big as a man"). There is a popular South 
African musical tided "King Kong", but is about a tough 
person, not an ape. There is also a Drag City band and there 
are Bio T. Tyler and Jimmy Castor songs with the name. 


Kogar - Though he himself isn't exactly a rocker, this ape, 
appears in the films of Ray Dennis Steckler, and is closely 
associated with Rock'n'Roller turned actor Ron Haydock. In 
fact, in his rockinest film Rat Fink A Boo Boo, Haydock plays 
a Rock Star/Superhero who fights Kogar. In his other real tife 
occupation, as a writer, Haydock once penned a dime sex novel 
entitled Ape Rape. 


Koko Joe - According to Don and Dewey, he's the coolest 
little monkey in town. He turned the stroll into the monkey 
swing. Sonny Bono actually wrote it, and the Righteous 
Brothers covered it. 


Lancelot Link and the Evolution Revolution - When you 
talk about Monkey Rock&Roll you're talking about The 
Evolution Revolution! A record, videos and the hearts of 
America's youth were all theirs between 1970 and 1972 when 
they were the featured band on the Lancelot Link-Secret Chimp 
TV show on ABC. The program, a spy takeoff where Lancelot 
Link and his gal Mata Hairi worked for A.P-E. (Agency to 
Prevent Evil) and fought C.H.U.M-P. (Criminal Headquarters 
of the Underground Master Plan) is perhaps the only program 
ever where every role, every scene and every frame is real live 
chimps! In the spy segments, Lance (played by an outstanding 
chimp named Tonga-a monkey so handsome that the Planet of 
the Apes makeup was actually based on his face!) talked ina 
Bogie impersonation and Mata had a hilarious shrill whine, 
both provided by top voiceover artists. However, like The 
Archies, when it came ume to lay down the bubblegum trax, 
Lance's voice was pure whitebread and honey! Each episode 
featured a musical number by the band which would be 
introduced by Ed Simian (a monkey who did an Ed Sullivan 
impersonation than spun around like a whirling dervish until 
the song started). With a crazy psychedelic background, the 
band would play songs like "Yummy Love", “Wild Dream, 
Jelly Bean" and "Kissing Doll". An LP was released, and in 
the liner notes we learn a little more about the band. Lance 
Link, the guitarist (in a Beatle wig) we learn is a Scorpio. 
Tambounnist Mata is a Virgo. The piano player, Sweetwater 
Gibbons, majored in zoology and his father was an organ 
grinder. Finally, there was Bananas Marmoset, the drummer, 
and the soul of the group! This ape went nuts, expressing his 
inner music to the fullest, despite the fact that he was played by 
a chimp with a paralyzed face. According to the liner notes, 
his favorites include Three Dog Night, Steppenwolf and 
Thelonious Monk. You can hear the Steppenwolf influence on 
several numbers. In my opinion, the album is one of the best 
pre-fab records made, edging out the Banana Splits, 
obliterating The Groovy Ghoulies and occasionally touching 
on Archies quality. As far as filming the segments, according 
to an interview with creators Stan Bums and Mike Marmer in 
"Ouwé" magazine, they couldn't get the apes to strum or drum 
until they actually played the music. Then the chimps grooved 
right along! Actual symmetry between the music and the 
action is not considered nearly as important, however, as 
showing the monkeys in crazy hippie duds! And who can 


Lemur in Mariah Carey "Emotions" video - [ think that's 
what that thing was. 


Magilla Gorilla - Onc classic episode of Magilla's show had 
the Hanna-Barbera cartoon gorilla leaving the confines of 
Peeble's pet shop for the beach. Some teenagers with a 
portable record player trip on the fact that there's a talking ape 
on the beach, and the next thing you know, everyone's frugging 
wildly to "Makin' With The Magilla” by Litde Eva.JP) 


The Monkees - Though not actually simians, Peter, Davy, 
Michael and Micky, the young men cast to play the band in the 
TV series of the same name, are thought of by many to be mere 
trained monkeys, doing the bidding of the writers, the ghost 
musicians and the sponsors. Monkee fan Anthony Ilarde 
disagrees: 

THE MONKEES: REAL PUNK ROCK! By Anthony Ilarde 
You need proof? Check it out: 

I. Misunderstood to this day (as all punk rebels must be), 
considered talentless by those who don't get their appeal, The 
Monkees are still able to get under the skin of people who 
hated them the first time around, nearly 30 years ago. 

II. They chose to subvert the system from within: Using the 
high media profile as means to an end, The Monkees TV series 
and records became critical, if not outright damning, of whute, 
suburban America. “Pleasant Valley Sunday" is the obvious 
example, but check out "Mommy and Daddy" from THE 
MONKEE PRESENT Ip, in which Micky Dolenz rants about 
JFK, the killing of the American Indian, drug abuse and the 
Vietnam war! And don't forget that the MCS, Stooges, 
Ramones and Sex Pistols (to name a few!) were on major 
labels. 

IIE. They rebelled against the corporate structure that made 
them stars: Angry with the creative vice grip that Don "Golden 
ear" Kirschner, the original Monkee supervisor, had on the 
record making process, Mike Nesmith punched a hole ina 
hotel wall (true savagery!), shouting, "That could have been 
your head, Donnie!" Kirschner was soon fired, and the 
Monkees were now in charge of their recoords. 

IV. Indie cred? Both Nesmith and Dolenz had singles out, 
Peter Tork played in coffee houses and Davy Jones was 
British, and Neil Young played on one of their records. 











argue with that? Of course, none of this is important. What is 


important is the music. Dig the current state of 





\ the Monkees discography (courtesy Rhino 
= J : Records): Nine original LP's with plenty of bonus 
\ ‘ ‘Sak Ly tracks, plus 3 (!!) additional discs of outtakes and 
‘ rarities - omit your pet hates and overplayed hits 


and you're still left with over 100 great songs, not 
even counting the alternate versions! Vinyl 
snobs, check your egos at the door! Their 
videography has seen a similar facelift - all of the 
TV episodes are now out on video, as is the 1968 
4 cinematic masterpiece HEAD, cleaned up and 
looking spiffy. 


Yeah, you all know who The Monkees are, and 
no, the weren't real monkees, but they're still 
cool. 

"Monkey Buisness" LP (Wyncote 9199) - This 
knockoff LP of a few Monkees covers, some 
takeoffs ("Papa Gene's Blues" becomes "Papa's 
Blue Jeans") and some Monkees knockoffs. 
The most intriguing thing about the record 
though is the cover, featuring a Beatnik chimp 
playing some kind of a lute. 


Lancelot Link and the Evolution Revolution 
Ce ee | 


The zany adventures of Davy, Peter, 
~ those lovable and 
wonderful Monkees 


Micky and Mike 


Mon a Fags 


as 


HAD A HIT TV. SERIES 
FOR TWO SEASONS ON NBC 


"HAD A SATURDAY MORNING 
CARTOON SHOW ON ABC 





WON AN EMMY 
IN [967 


TRE SHORTEST MONKEE 
HAD THE MOST GIRLS 


MORE POPULAR THAN JESUS 
IN 1966 





HE SHORTEST BEATLE 
HAD THE MOST TO DRINK 





“IM A BELIEVER" 


EIRTV.SPECIAL 
133% pevouTons PER MONKEE 


STARRED F DOMINO 5 
LITTLE RICHARD + JERRY LEE LEWIS 


“T AM THE WALRUS" 


THEIR T-V.SPECIAL 
“MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR 
STARRED NAT JACKLEY, LITTLE NILA 
otnd THE BONZO POG (D00 DAH) BAND 





THE MONKEES GOT 
TRAPPED INSIDE A GIANT VACUUM 
CLEANER, DOVE OFF THE GOLDEN) 
GATEBRIOGE ard FOUGHT THE 

ITALIAN ARMy IN THEIR FILM “HEAD 


CHARLES MANSON NEVER DID 
AVOITION FORTHE MONKEES 


MIKE NESMITR'S SON 
15 NOW IN A BAND WITH 
PONOVAN'S SON 


THE BEST MONKEE WON'T 
“TOUR WITH THE OTHER THREE 





THE BEATLES WENT 
SKUNG AND SWIMMING 
IN “HELP” 


CHARLES MANSON NEVER PID 
UNDERSTAND THE WHITE ALBUM 


SEAN LENNON IS NOW 
IN A BAND WITH HIS MOTHER 


THE BEATLE CAN'T 
“T WANNA BE FREE” "I WANT TO HOLD YOUR HAND” 








Musical Monkey cellist 


"Monkey Business" coverboy "Monkey Time" - This huge hit record for Major Lance was 


promoted by a cross species tour where the Major would share 
the stage with monkeys. 


Monkey Woman - In the song "Going to Chicago" 
(Rushing/Basie) he says he's sorry he can't take her, but there's 
nothing in Chicago for a monkey woman to do. The term 
monkey woman is a variation on the euphemism "monkey on 
one's back" for addiction. Alas, like so many in the Jazz/Blues 
periphery, this muse has fallen victim to the big "H". 


The Musica] Monkeys - In Son of Kong there is a show two 
characters attend after seeing a poster advertising “The Musical 
Monkeys". Inside their jaws drop as they see on stage four 
litde monkeys, one playing bass drum, one cymbals, one a 
litde violin played upright like a cello and one dressed as a 
belly dancer doing an alluring jig. They are all dressed in 
elaborate Middle Eastern/ Arabian Knights garb, and are 
playing that song you always hear when a cartoon or 
something wants to invoke Arabia. You know, the one that 
kids sing along, "There's a place in France where the naked 
ladies dance...". Anyway, the most amazing thing is I swear 
these monkeys are really playing the song! The violinist keeps 
moving his non-bow hand at every chord change, the song is 
choppy and stops whenever they stop and you even hear 
screeches when he surums the bow on the bridge. If it's fake 
it's brilliant, but I think it's real. It's about 12 minutes into the 
flick, so check it out yourself, [t's one of the greatest moments 
in monkey music ever! 


Mystic Knights of the Oingo Boingo - In this early versions 
of Danny Elfman's New Wave combo (the name was later 
shortened to Oingo Boingo then to simply Oingo) the 
performance art aspect included the wearing of gorilla suits in 
concert. 


Nairobi Trio - In an era when TV was too young to know how 
to only program bad, formula crap, visionary genius Emie 
Kovacs eared opportunity after opportunity to present some of 
the most brilliant comic tube artistry ever! One of his most 


classic skits was The Nairobi Trio. In this bit of minimalistic 
madness a xylophone player, a pianist and a conductor in 


bowlers, overcoats and rubber monkey masks perform in very 
mechanical motions, much like wind-up monkey toys, while an 
odd called "Solfeggio" plays. The song, a timing exercise 
using the do-re-mi syllables, was given to Kovacs because of 


The Natrobt Trto. 

it's oddness, and he played it over and over until he envisioned 
the skit. The sight gag (Kovacs' TV humor relied on visuals 
and music mostly, and often eschewed dialogue) would come 
at the crazy woodblock break in the song. At that point the 


drummer would turn and hit the conductor on the head to make 


the sound. It sounds dumb, but it looked hilarious. This was 


first done on April 21, 1954 on The Ernie Kovacs Show (on the 


Dumont Network), and a variation opened many shows. 
Frederic Morton, who called it a “nihilistic opera", in the 
October, 1958 Holiday wrote: "the manner, nuance, and mood 
of the clout may vary with each performance, but it always 
dramatizes the unpredictability of fate and the treacherous 
nature of life, and it always has the audience in stitches over 






PSST---COME 






seeing someone else betrayed." One of my fave variations was Organ Grinder - The instrument that an actual monkey can most easily 


when the beat part came, the drummer hit the kettle drum, but 
instead of a drum head it was milk! That killed me! The trio 
was played by various monkey-lovers including Peter Hanley, 
Edith Adams, Barbara Loden, puppeteer Larry Berthelson, 
Frank Yasah and even Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon. In one 
of his few color shows on Jan 19, 1957, they performed in 
striking purple overcoats, purple and green derbies, yellow 
scarves and gloves in front of a solid red background. Kovacs 
knew the entertainment value of gorilla suits, and on May 22, 
1959 on his program Kovacs On Music he not only had the 
story of Urg, Ula and Urg Jr. (the Cro Magnon's who invented 
song) but he also had, from Tchaikovsky's "Swan Lake", 
Odette-Odille's dying scene performed completely deadpan by 
ten ballerinas in full gorilla suits. At the end she is given a 
banana bouquet. 


"One Monkey Don't Stop No Show" - Though there are alot 
of titles used over and over, as far as having different tunes 
with the same title recorded by so many greats, this one takes 
the cake: Joe Tex, Terry Knight and the Pack, Honey Cone, 
Little David Wilkins (Jerry Lee, Mickey Gilley wannabe), Big 
Maybelle, Francine Reed and Hank Ballard split 4 or 5 
different “One Monkeys..." between them. (JP) 








Terry Pack"One Monkey..." 


actually play in the hand organ, an instrument that produces sound when the 
player turns a handle or crank. The more common contemporary type is 
known as a barrel, or piano, organ which is a box with pipes or metal reeds 
and a cylinder with pegs arranged in a pattern so they open valves when the 
cylinder is turned, letting air enter and music exit. the old school variation is 
the Hurdy-Gurdy, a lute shaped stringed instrument popular in Europe in the 
1000's and the 1700's. They have four to six strings, keys to control notes, and 
a wooden wheel you tum with a handle that rubs the strings. In movies, such 
as Three Stooges and Our Gang shorts, and the Popeye cartoon Swing Monkey, 
and in comics like Nancy, you'll often see a gypsy or a busker either with an 
organ grinding monkey, or cranking the organ while the monkey does a little 
dance or holds the money cup. The monkey usually is wearing a little hat. 
I've never seen one in real life. 


Other Monkey Bands/Musicians: Ape Sex, Barking Monkey, Blow Monkeys, Billy 
Gibbons, Gorilla, The Gonillas, Gorilla Biscuits, Junk Monkeys, King Kong, Los Kogars (see 
Masked Rock'n'Roll update this issue), Mandrill, Tony Monkey, Monkey Chuck, Monkey With 
the Machine, Peter's Monkey, Sidney and the Chimps, Sprung Monkey, Super Junky Monkey, 
Mighty Joe Young 


Other Monkey Songs: “AJl The Monkeys Ain't In The Zoo"-Tommy Collins, “Ape Call*- 
Nervous Norvus, “Apeman”-The Kinks, “Apeman Hop* -The Ramones, "Babalu’s Wedding Day”- 
The Eternals (To afford his wedding Babalu becomes an organ grinder, but when he makes 
enough money the monkey takes the cashbox and heads to the hills. {JP}), “Camoflauge 
Monkey’-The Cows, “Can Your Monkey Do The Dog"-Rufus Thomas”, “Dis-Gorilla"-Rick 


Dees”, “Don't Monkey With A Monkey's Monkey”-Johnny Paycheck, "Do The Funky Gibbon" 
Goodies, "Do You Love Me"-Dave Clark Five (made famous by the Contours, dese bine 
can Mashed Potato, I can do the twist", but DCS updates it so the singer does the mashed potato 
and The Monkey. {JP}), "Go Go Gorilla"-The Chandells, "Gorilla"-Bert Convy, James Taylor, 
the Gorilla*-The Ideals, "Gorilla, You're A Desperado"-Warren Zevon, "Green Gorilla*-Spirit 
‘ arty The Hairy Ape"-Ray Stevans, "Jungle Rock"-Hank Mizell (Rockabilly classic contains the 
ine, Lf leaned a little closer Just to get a better view/I saw a chimp and a monkey doin’ the Susie 
zg " {JP}), "King Kong -Big T. Tyler, Jimmy Castor, "Mickey's Monkey"-Smokey and the 
iracles, Lou Christie, “Miss Orangatang"-Lincoln Chase, "Monkey*-Fabulous T-Birds, George 
Michael, Monkey and the Engineer®-Grateful Dead, Jesse Fuller, "Monkey Dog*-O,V. Wright, 
Monkey Go To Heaven"-The Pixies, "Monkey Hips and Rice*-The Five Royales, "Monkey In 
Winter ~Colourfield, “Monkey In Y our Soul*-Steely Dan, "Monkey Island"-J. Geils Band, 
Monkey Jerk’ ~Dobie Gray, "Monkey Man"-Rolling Stones, Toots and the Maytalls, "Monkey On 
My Back"-Aerosmith, Inspiral Carpets, Ten Years After, "Monkey See, Monkey Do"-Dickies, 
Melissa Manchester, Michael Franks, Ringo Star, Sam the Sham/and the Pharaohs, Untamed | 
Youth, Monkey Shine*-Head East, "The Monkey Song"-Mountain Goats, Number One Cup, 
Monkey Spanner*-Dave and Ansel Collins, "Monkey Time*-The Tubes, “Orang-Outang”-Jane 
Birken and Serge Gainsbourg, “See You Soon, Baboon"-Dale Hawkins, "Sell My Monkey*- 
B.B.King, "Shaved Gorilla*-Flaming Lips, "Shock The Monkey*-Peter Gabriel “Space Monkey*- 
Patti Smith Band, "Steel Monkey"-Jethro Tull, “Surf Monkey*-Freddie King “Talk To The 
Animals"-Sammy Davis, Jr., “Thrill My Gorilla*-Alice Cooper, "Too Much Monkey Business- 
Chuck Berry, Elvis, The Yardbirds, "Tweeter and the Monkey Man"-Traveling Willburys", "You 
Must Fight To Live On The Planet Of The Apes"-The Mummies ‘ 


The Pet Peeves - See Roctober #12 for the complete story of these Brazilian 
squirrel monkeys turned 60's pop idols. 

The Primate 5 - This West Coast monkey masked Garage combo is doing it 
for the kids and suffering for Rock'n'Roll! 
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Eddie Rabbitt's monkey-When Eddie was struggling he 
shared an apartment with a pet monkey. 


Scatter-(The following excerpt is from Albert Goldman's 
sleazy 1981 book Elvis) "Scatter was the ideal frat house 
mascot. A forty pound, three foot tall chimpanzee, he had been 
trained by his first owner, a Memphis cartoonist who used him 
on his local TV show, to wear clothes, drink whiskey and raise 
hell with women. When Elvis first brought the beast out to 
Hollywood (he) would dress him like a baby, carrying him 
around on his shoulders...even changing his diapers. What 
tickled the Guys most about Scatter was the fact that he was so 
damned horny. Just let a girl step in the house and old 
scatter...would lift up her skirt and stick his head in her crotch. 
He would chug-a-lug a few drinks at the bar, and then would 
turn around on his stool and start whacking off in some girl's 
face. 

"The best fun Elvis had with Scatter was always some 
stunt involving sex. There was a litle stripper, for example, 
who was a regular at the Presley parties. Elvis would persuade 
her to get down on the floor and wrestle with scatter. She 
wasn't much bigger than the chimp. If you didn't look too 
carefully, you would swear that the horny ape and the hot chick 
were getting iton. That killed Elvis. 

"Scatter...soon suffered the fate of all Master Elvis' 
other toys. He lost his charm and was shipped back to 
Graceland, where he was installed in the back of the house in 
an air-conditioned cage. Neglected after all the attention he 
had received for years. he turned vicious. Late in the sixties, 


he bit a maid who was feeding him. Two days later, he was 
found dead in his cage. 

"About the time Scatter died, the steady advance of 
electronic technology provided Elvis at last with the perfect toy 
for a man who was an orgiast, a voyeur and a masturbator. It 
was the first Sony videotape machine..." 


The Signifying Monkey - The Signifying Monkey is a 
character in one of the most famous toasts in African American 
tradition. To define toasting and signifying in this paragraph 
would be difficult even if I hadn't just read Henry Louis Gates 
convoluted book on the subject (The Signifying Monkey - A 
Theory of Afro-American Literary Criticism), but sifting 
through that mess it's impossible. Suffice to say that these oral 
traditions of telling tales using verbal acrobatics, extreme 
cleverness, innovative rhymes and a lot of indirection is 
certainly the forefather of today's bloated Rap industry. 

Many scholars say toasting and signifying can be 
directly traced to Africa, and Gates specifically draws a line 
between the ickster monkey and the Yoruba trickster Esu 
(Eshu). Records about the Signifying Monkey, or signifying, 
have been made by Jazz Gillum, Basie, Oscar Peterson, The 





Big Three Trio, Little Willie Dixon, Snatch and the Poontangs, 
Otis Redding, Wilson Pickett, Smokey Joe Whitfield, Rudy 
Ray Moore, Sam The Sham and the Pharaohs, Chuck Berry 
(retitled Jo Jo Gunne') and Johnny Otis. Two more recent 
takes on the tale are rap versions by the incredibly untalented 
Schooly D ("The Signifying Rapper" on "Smoke Some Kill" 
has him reciting traditional verses over a Led Zep loop) and by 
the incredibly talented Andre Williams, demonstrating a poor 
career decision (his record, on West End in '88 was a rap over 
the most generic 80s beats imaginable.) But the version most 
of interest to Roctober is by Oscar Brown, Jr. 

Though, perhaps, the most important element of the 
tale is the cussing and dirty mouthed signifying, OBJ's totally 
clean jazzy 1960 version (an excellent side) provides a very 
clear narrative. In the story the monkey lies to the lion about 
how the elephant has been talking bad about him. In the dirty 
versions we hear the monkey, allegedly quoting the elephant, 
saying, "You know your mama that you love so dear? Anyone 
can have her for a 10 cent beer," and other similar insults. The 
lion goes to fight the elephant, gets his ass whooped, then 
comes back to the monkey who laughs his ass off at the lions 
injuries, abusing him with lines like, "while I'm swinging 
around in my tree I oughta swing over your chicken shit head 
and pee". The monkey then slips, falls on the ground, and "like 
a bolt of lightning, a stroke of (white) heat, the lion was on him 
with all four feet" (that line appears in almost every version 
I've come across, including the version in Roger Abrahams 
Afro American Folktales and on a tape I heard made by a 
prison toaster in the early eighties.) The monkey then "looks 
up with tears in his eyes and says 'please Mr. Lion" I 
(a)'pologize." Then he tricks him again and gets away. In the 
Brown version the story ends there, the fable explaining why 
the monkeys stay in trees. But in other versions "the monkey 
came back with two 45s and said c'mon big motherfucker now 
you're my size." In others the lion runs into the monkey on the 
street, and kills him, only to be challenged later by his cousin, 
the baboon. One interesting aspect is that in some versions the 
animal characters are spoken about as if they were not animals, 
but rather Black humans, wearing Longine watches and 
diamond rings, and walking down streets. 

By the very nature of the tale, the oral versions are 
probably always better than the recorded versions, but even 
when spoken deadpan the musicality of this rhyme is striking. 
That badass monkey is clearly the most rock'n'roll monkey of 
them all. 


The Simian Orchestra - An elaborate variation on his Nairobi 
Trio (see Nairobi Trio), in this bit Ernie Kovacs led an entire 
orchestra in monkey masks. 





Sonny Crockett - In K/SS EXposed (1986) Paul Stanley is 
shown in bed with five girls named Carol and a monkey named 
Sonny Crockett, who is dressed in Miami Vice type duds. Paul 
informs us that Sonny "doesn’t know he's a monkey." 


Space Opera by Jack Vance - This Sci Fi novel about an 
intergalactic opera troupe features a beautiful cover painting by 
Don Maitz of monkey-like aliens jamming. 


3-D Invisibles - A band member wears a gorilla suit (with 
appropriate space helmet) to perform "Robot Monster". 


Vanity - For a new, sexy look for her "Wild Animal" LP, 
Vanity tried a Madonna-esque shock tragedy: On her LP cover, 
and in all her interviews, she made it clear that Vanity's new 
fur coat of choice was 100% gorilla fur! 


Whistling Monkey Cowboy Band-In the "Baby Blues" comic 


strip, the babies love this band. I asked the artists for a picture, ” 


and co-creator Jerry Scott wrote back, "Here's what we know 
about the WCMB. The whistling monkey was first created 
when we needed a really annoying toy for Darryl and Wanda 
to buy in retaliation for their neighbors, Butch and Bunny 
giving (their own baby) Zoe a squeeky cat toy. The words 
“whistling monkey" sounded funny to me, so we later 
expanded the idea to a band, which is our answer to all the kid 


shows trying to Capitalize on the success of the likes of Bamey 
and other licensing goldmines. We've never drawn the band." 


Paul Williams-The diminutive 70's singer-songwriter was 
stellar in "Phantom of the Paradise”, but his monkey-est movic 
role was as the philosopher orangatan in Battle For The Planet 
Of The Apes. 


Mr. Joseph Young - In Mighty Joe Young (1949), though Joe 
does not play an instrument, this huge gorilla is still a part of 
the industry! In his big city stage show, his best human friend 
Jill plays "Beautiful Dreamer" on a grand piano while Joe 
holds her and the piano over his head. 


Ziegfield's Monkey Follies - This monkey is from the 1909 
Ziegfield musical review, "Jardin de Paris". 


aaa ; 
Above: Ziegfield ape 
Left:"Space Opera 


Joseph Young 





Sonny Crockett - In K/SS EXposed (1986) Paul Stanley is 
shown in bed with five girls named Carol and a monkey named 
Sonny Crockett, who is dressed in Miami Vice type duds. Paul 
infonns us that Sonny "doesn't know he's a monkey." 


Space Opera by Jack Vance - This Sci Fi novel about an 
intergalactic opera troupe features a beautiful cover painting by 
Don Maitz of monkey-like aliens jamming. 


3-D Invisibles - A band member wears a gorilla suit (with 
appropniate space helmet) to perform "Robot Monster". 


Vanity - For a new, sexy look for her "Wild Animal" LP, 
Vanity tried a Madonna-esque shock tragedy: On her LP cover, 
and in all her interviews, she made it clear that Vanity's new 
fur coat of choice was 100% gorilla fur! 


Whistling Monkey Cowboy Band-In the "Baby Blues" comic 


strip, the babies love this band. I asked the artists for a picture, ” 


and co-creator Jerry Scott wrote back, "Here's what we know 
about the WCMB. The whistling monkey was first created 
when we needed a really annoying toy for Darryl and Wanda 
to buy in retaliation for their neighbors, Butch and Bunny 
giving (their own baby) Zoe a squeeky cat toy. The words 
“whistling monkey" sounded funny to me, so we later 
expanded the idea to a band, which is our answer to all the kid 


shows trying to capitalize on the success of the likes of Barney 
and other licensing goldmines. We've never drawn the band." 


Paul Williams-The diminutive 70's singer-songwniter was 
stellar in "Phantom of the Paradise", but his monkey-est movic 
role was as the philosopher orangatan in Battle For The Planet 
Of The Apes. 


Mr. Joseph Young - In Mighty Joe Young (1949), though Joe 
does not play an instrument, this huge gorilla is still a part of 
the industry! In his big city stage show, his best human friend 
Jill plays "Beautiful Dreamer" on a grand piano while Joe 
holds her and the piano over his head. 


Ziegfield's Monkey Follies - This monkey is from the 1909 
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Amd You CAN DROP 
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“SVRLEX" George, 
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CAN “Tusy come 
ALONG" ANDO KID 
NAP ME RIGHT 
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\F You WANTED A 
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1996 ROCTOBER HAU OF DYNAMIC GREATNESS! 


WELCOME TO THE 1996 ROCTOBER HALL OF DYNAMIC GREATNESS! FORGET THAT EXPENSIVE, ELITIST HOO-HAH 
IN CLEVELAND, THANKS TO OUR BEAUTIFUL POSTER DESIGNED BY BRIAN RALPH (CHECK OUT HIS BRILLIANT 
COMIC "FIREBALL") AND PRINTED BY THE GENIUSES AT SCREWBALL PRESS, YOU CAN HANG THIS UP YOURSELF, 
THUS CREATING YOUR OWN "HALL" ANYWHERE YOU WANT! FREEDOM, BROTHERS AND SISTERS! JOINING 
PREVIOUS INDUCTEES JERRY BUTLER, DICK DALE, SAMMY DAVIS, JR., DIVINE, GARY GLITTER, CORDELL JACKSON, 
JOAN JETT, KISS, the monks, PARLIAMENT-FUNKADELIC, DOLLY PARTON, RUPAUL, SAM THE SHAM, SYLVESTER, IKE 
AND TINA TURNER AND X-RAY SPEX ARE SIX FINE EXAMPLES OF THE EXCITING PRINCIPLES OF ENTERTAINMENT 
AND UNIQUENESS WE CELEBRATE HERE AT ROCTOBER. READ ABOUT INDUCTEES ? AND THE MYSTERIANS, 
ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE. NEXT UP, WANDA JACKSON, THE POWERFUL ROCKABILLY/COUNTRY SINGER WHO 
“EMBODIES THE TRUE LIBERATING SPIRIT OF ROCK AND ROLL" (ROCTOBER #15). BY HER SIDE IS SERGE 
GAINSBOURG, THE GREATEST FRENCH MUSICAL ICON OF THEM ALL. READ ABOUT HIS MUSIC IN OUR LAST ISSUE. 
WAYNE COCHRAN, "THIS HEAVYSET WHITE GUY FROM THOMASTON, GA (WHO) TOOK ALOT OF HEAT FOR HIS 
WIGGED OUT HAIRDO AND LOVE OF BLACK MUSIC" (ROCTOBER #10) IS UP NEXT. HE'S PREACHING THESE DAYS. 
AND IF HIS SERMONS PACK HALF THE POWER OF HIS LIVE SHOWS, HE'S MAKING SOME BELIEVERS. NEXT WE 
HAVE MAYBE THE FINEST ROCKABILLY FEMALE SINGER EVER. JANIS MARTIN'S RCA TRACKS ARE, EXCLUDING 
WANDA JACKSON'S STUFF, THE MOST POWERFUL GALROCK ON ANY MAJOR IN THE EARLY DAYS. BILLED AS THE 
FEMALE ELVIS, JANIS' CAREER WAS CUT SHORT WHEN SHE GOT MARRIED AND PREGNANT, BUT THAT VOICE AND 
THOSE SONGS HAVE KEPT INTEREST IN HER WORK BREWING FOR DECADES. FINALLY OUR GOOD FRIEND OSCAR 


BROWN, JR, "ONE OF A HANDFUL OF PEOPLE WHO CAN BE CALLED AN ALL 
SIMPLY IS ONF OF CHICAGO'S MO 
PLACE, ACE! 
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PRICES: 
LP/CS:$7 
CD EP:$6 
CD:$10 
7”:$4 
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PISS DRIVEN PUNK ROCK. 
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A_monk, 4 MASKS, and some MEMORIES 


or: I recorded with a 60's Garage Punk legend, and all I got was...THE BEST ALBUM EVER! 
by BUH ZOMBIE 


Last month Chicago's premier positivity-themed masked Garage 
band, The Goblins, headed up to Bemidji, Minnesota to record 
their latest album, "Goblin Pride" with one of their bi ggest 
heroes: Gary Burger of the monks. For all of y'all that have 
missed the monks boat, American Recordings is releasing the 
first domestic issue of their brilliant late 60's album "black 
monk time", considered by many the first true punk album. 
Read about the history of the band in past issues of Ugly Things 
and Roctober, but for now we'll give you the super-brief 
version. The monks were a motley crew of American GI's 
staioned in Germany who got together out of necessity rather 
than common tastes. The combination of a Country guitarist, a 
Rockabilly guitarist-turned-electric rhythm banjo player, a Jazz 
hom player turned bassist, a Chicago R&B fan on keyboard and 
one of the most distinct sounding drummers ever, produced 
some of the most unusual, progressive, best sounding, 
rock'n'roll ever. After they left Germany Gary eventually made 
it back home to Bemidji, and today he does audio and video. 

He mostly records bands a stone's throw from Turtle River, but 
that weekend he was getting some mysterious guests: the 
Goblins were on their way. Goblins guitarist Buh Zombie tells 
the tale: 


"Well I wanted to sit around at home and watch TV, 
but the Creeper thought it might be a good idea to actually go 
and record with the band, so he's outside honking his damn 
horn. I switch to my good mask, grab my guitar and amp, and 
we're off to pick up Beau and Dom. While they're getting ready 
I have the chance to hear the finished mix of the "Chic-A-Go- 
Go" kids TV dance show themesong we'd recorded earlier that 
week. Check it out on our Wont Go Flat label 7", coming soon! 
Anyway, off north to Bemidji we go! Midway through Tommy 
Bartlett's Wisconsin Dells we make our first pit stop. It's a 
Subway/Dairy Queen/gas station multiplex, and most 
employees have the callow appearance (and prison tattoos) of 
ex-cons, and thus aren't alarmed by our masks. I'm guessing 
their hold up garb wasn't nearly as elaborate as our Goblin 
getups. Dom bought sunglasses and a banana split. 

It's 2:30 in the morning when we get to Gary's. We 
expected to wake him, but Gary, his lovely pal Catherine and 
his dog Daisy greet us at the door. Gary'd just played his 
monthly Country set in a nearby town and was just getting in 
himself. It was pushing three AM and Gary asked if we were 
gonna want breakfast. We figured he meant tomorrow so we 
said 'yeah'., and then he and Catherine starting cooking us up 
some boss grub! After that Bemidji hospitality two of us went 
to the studio and two to the camper out back and we slept that 
drive and meal off. Zzzzzz. 

Now it's (late) Saturday moming. Again, Gary and 
Catherine whip up a big old mess of food, then it's time to get 
down to business. Gary sets up the mics, hooks up the board 
and cues his last reel of 8-track analog tape. He'd been saving it 
Just for us! As far as the recordings, they went great! We made 
a few songs up (including our new anthem, "Mr. Beef"), 
everytime Gary went to refill his coffee, we dusted off some old 
faves (like our pro-cop tune "(The Police AreJJust Doing Their 
Job.") and we finished the basic tracks by early afternoon. We 
thought it would be cool to record with Gary just 'cause of his 
history, but we were surprised by what an excellent engineer he 
is. These recordings had a great balance between super slick 
(but not cheesy) production and super raw power, We broke for 
lunch and Gary took us to the local watering hole for Turtle 
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Burgers. It's nearby, and was the location of the monks sort-of 
reunion gig last year. Since we were in rural Minnesota [ think 
our appearance was slightly unsettling, but hey, our money was 
as green as anybody's! Gary recognized a drifter'militia looking 
patron and hailed him a few times. Recognition slowly dawned 
on the guy and Gary asked, "what have you been up to?" 

"Well, J just got out of jail." We ran into a lot of that 
this trip. We then purchased a 36 pack of Hamm's (the Goblin's 
beer of choice) and then spent the rest of the aftemoon 
overdubbing vocals, piano, tambourine and the Goblin-mobile's 
car hom for the song "Cuttlass". We went into town to the store 
to get some stuff for a barbecue/bonfire and then the mixing 
commenced. Beau and Gary did the lion's share of the final 
production and bonded in the process. We're all monks fans, 
but Beau seemed especially honored to be working with Gary. 
It was the first warm day so Gary by now was eyeing the pit 
where he was aching to start a huge fire with the trees he cut 
down while we were figuring the chords on our pro-Special 
Olympics song earlier in the day. Pretty soon we were roasting 
marshmallows, the Hamm's was flowing and we simultaneously 
drank in the woods where Gary's studio is located, and drank in 
the wood's beauty. His dog once treed a bear! Pretty soon ] 
passed out in the camper. 

Sunday morming. Gary shared his monks scrapbook 
and showed us videos of them on German TV, Sadly, we had to 
head back to Chicago. Next time we fish! It was an incredible 
weekend. Gary Burger is an exceptionally f riendly, intelligent 
guy with one hell of a history. His recording skills are top 
notch, as youll see when you hear "Goblin Pride", and if you're 
in a band, I'd highly recommend using his studio (the rates were 
super reasonable - - | would have paid more just for that good 
food and lodging in that beautiful area.) The address for Burger 
Audio/Video is Box 231 Bemidji, MN 56601. Thanks Gary, 
and thanks Goblins, for an experience I'll never forget." 
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Records & Stuff We Sell: 


ee q 102. THE WARMERS _sseitttitied * © 
2 BIG FEATURES H iy. " BLUE TIP ‘Dischord No. lol * © 
RR CGeo Ms Me sil _ THE MAKE-UP vanes: « © 
/ APACHE WARRIOR Zi . THE CROWNHATE RUIN ene’? = ©) 
————— = ‘ . LUNGFISH ‘Sound InTime’ * © 
. SANDWICHES . SMART WENT CRAZY ‘NowWe're Even’ * © 
er oS . BRANCH MANAGER self-titled * © 
; , es . SLANT 6 ‘Inzombia' ** © 
. TRUSTY ‘Good-Bye Dr. Fate’ * © 
. SLANT 6 Soda Pop-Rip off’ (CD Includes *85) ** © 
. FUGAZI "Red Medicine’ ** © 
. FAITH/VOID Opec ochayeer ©) 
. NATION OF ULYSSES ‘Piays Pretty for Baty * © 
. FUGAZI ‘In On the Kill Taker’ ** © 
. MINOR THREAT cp tas every song! ® 

tAlso available as cassette “Available as CD. price code 6 
NEW Price Guide, including postage. in U.S. $: 


SURFACE Roe: 
USA. gcanaba Airmail 


e 7 3.50 450 6.50 
& 2"€P 7.00 9.00 12.00 
© 8.00 10.00 13.00 
© cd 9.00 10.00 12.00 
® MaxiCD 11.00 12.00 14.00 


heepiwww southern.com/dschord! dischordr@aolcom 
lustrated CATALOG! For a plain but complete 
please send one US $ or DISCHORD LIST of records. send 
4. US Stamps or 4 IRCs. records, us a US stamp or an IRC. 


3819 BEECHER ST. NW, WASH., D.C. 20007-1802 





VERSUS 


deep red 12"/cd._ 5 new songs from america's best band. 
12” $6/CD $7]. also: the stars are insane |p/cd. 


PHIL KRAUTH 


silver eyes Ip/cd. phil was in unrest. mystic brion 
eno meets lou reed. also: cold morning Ip/cd and 7” 


OLYMPIC DEATH SQUAD 


blue Ip/cd. first solo album by air miami’s mark 
robinson. short pop bursts and other treats. 


TEL AVIV 


tel aviv Ip/cd. Lovisville’s greatest 
kept secret, Quite quietly amazing. 


at your local record store or available from teenbeot mail-order: 
CD 7" $3. postage included for the U.S. 
send a 32¢ stamp for a cotclog, or email: teenbeat@cais.com 
make checks or money orders payable to teenbeal, 


also new: 
ASCENSION debut 7° (cur new piano man - Rob Schipul) 
THE FEMININE COMPLEX “Lvin’ Love” CD {allgirl band from 1969} 
UNCLE WIGGLY “Jump Back, Boby” LP/CD (New York weirdos} 
VIVA SATELLITE! “Nishma” CD {ex-Eggs/Air Miami) 


teenbeat p.o. box 3265 arlington va 22203 usa. 
Ta 
[Bese 


Pumbis comic artwork hy By Fyan. 
Plus: writing, interviews, guest artists, 
ia music, grattiti and poetry. issues 1 and 
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‘PE Wd for 25¢. Don't order any of these zines 
My just watch TV all day. Thank You. 


FYB (Movenens, 
Ndetee 
FARIS CA 43225 
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ZINE,MUSIC,AND MOVIE RE- 
VIEWS...COMMENTARY... 
COMIX,FICTION,& MORE!! 
ONLY $1/ISSUE FROM:BOB 
NELSON,75 HALE ST.,#1, 
BEVERLY,MA 01915... 
Also available for $1/ 
issue from the same 
address:GIANTS AND LIT- 
TLE PEOPLE(IN FACT AND 
FICTION) zine... 
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SAMMY DAVIS, JR. OBSESSION CHECKLIST CONTINUED: THE MOD SQUAD 1969, 


1970 ABC. Of all of Sammy’s TV appearances these three are some of the most fondly remembered and oddest. The show, about 
three hip young, subversive cops working undercover for the man, had an overall groovy feel that allowed Sammy to be cool or 
swarmy or whatever and fit right in to the lava lamp/gritty street atmosphere. The thing that's wierdest about his guest shots on this 
show, though, are that he plays three entirely different characters in the Space of a little over a year. In “Keep The Faith Baby” the 
show opens with Link (Clarence Williams III, Prince’s paw in Purple Rain) shooting hoops at the Frederic Douglas Community 
Center. Scrappy, street savvy Sammy, in his natural and chains, stops a fight between some kids and gets to rapping with Link as they 
change in the locker room. When Sammy puts on the white collar Link realizes he’s Father John Banks, the militant priest. The plot 
involves a lot of coincidence, where Banks’ militancy gets him in hot water with the church (Gidget's dad is the pastor) and a con he 
took confession from thinks Sammy's about to rat him out. As usual, Link gets caught in the crossfire and gets shot and beat up. 
Sammy's performance in this is very good, or as Link would say, solid. His funny double take when the Mod Squads secret identities 
are revealed is great and he does his own stunts in a big exterior fight near the end. As a Jew, the weirdest aspect of the show is seeing 
Sammy play a man who very seriously (in the odd extreme closeups the show often used) invokes Jesus’ name, and then at the end, 
fresf While Link is laid in the hospital, Sammy takes the white Mods out for Soul Food. Sammy and Long Island Jew Peggy Lipton sitting 

. In “Song Of Willie”, Sammy’s most famous Mod Squad appearance, he plays Willie Rush, a guy from Link's hood who's now a huge 
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down for hog maws is kinda disturbing. 
movie star. The funny thing is, though it was the dawn of the Blaxploitation era, the action hero Sammy plays sounds like Shaft when he explains it (““Superspade” he calls him), 
but the scenes we see being shot are (not suprisingly) pure Sinatra. Though Link remembers him as righteous, Willie now seems to be an asshole with a death wish: drinking, 
partying, smoking, sexing up a very hot Lola Falana (looking great in a bodysuit at a wild Willie party where Sammy gets to show off his gun twirling tricks) and refusing to pay 
his gambling debts. Link gets to act his most intense when he starts hanging with his old hero and getting to the bottom of the story. On closer inspection we see that he has a 
great woman and child, and that he writes “a check for the brothers, a theater group in Watts.” After visiting Rollie (Bill Walker) the blind music store owner who's the overseer 
of Link's old hood, Link pieces together that Willie believes he’s going to die from a disease that’s in his family, and he’s faking a hedonist lifestyle so his kid and lady can get 
the insurance money from a partying death, since his policy doesn’t cover hereditary disease death. Link talks him out of it and it tums out it was just a pinched nerve giving 
him the symptoms. Sammy doesn’t do his own stunts in this one, because they involve being on fire and climbing a water tower. The freakiest episode he was on was 
“Survival House”. Looking relaxed, confident and humble, again wearing his hair natural, he plays Billy Lee Watson, an ex-junkie who's about to become director of the 
Oakland Branch of Survival House, a rehab center, A white looking Black bougeoise suit accuses him of impregnating his underage daughter, and the Squad is brought in to 
straighten things out. The real story is that the girl is a junkie and Billy Lee was tying to help her get away from her dealer boyfriend, and eventually it’s revealed that he’s her 
father, man! When Sammy explains this it’s unbelievably bizarre: the scenes of him trying to straighten her out are flashbacks, while he explains the situation in the Present, 
but the audio from the flashback scene plays through, even when the visuals show an extreme close up of present-day Sammy moving his lips. It ends with a huge scene where 
the dealer shoots Sammy up with junk (like in Foxy Brown), and when the Mod Squad boys break in for a leaping action fight Sammy sees it all in psychedelic (from heroin?) 
vision, akin to watching 3D w/o glasses. Then he has to start all over again. The saddest ending of the three. Overall, these were all better than “21 Jumpstreet”. This Is 
Spinal Tap, 1984. While the Tap is being driven around in a limo, one of their groupies is reading Yes ] Can, Sammy's first autobiography. The Italian limo driver wants to 
talk about Sinatra, but they roll up the window. I think this scene is important because it shows that in the inner circle of the Tap world, there is an understanding that Sammy 
is clearly more Metal than ol’ blue Eyes. Wild, Wild West, 1966. On this episode Jim West, cowboy superspy, comes to a town that a ghost rider has been disturbing. The 
ghost was first noticed by Jeremiah (Sammy), an ignorant, superstitious stableboy who plays flute in the hills to be one with nature. He loves animals, has half and half natural/ 
conked hair (looking mighty Jheri curlish) and he is loved by Miss Elizabeth, wife of an old looking Peter Lawford, who he works for. West suspects Sammy is behind the 
mystery, and is really mean to him and has him locked up in the smokehouse where he sings mournful Negro spirituals-Vegas sytyle! His delivery of his spoken words is 
almost Shakespearean and he continuously totally breaks into his showbiz act throughout the episode. We leam it’s all an act, West and Jerimiah are working together to get 
the townsfolk responsible for a murder to ‘fess up. Jerimiah is a master of voices and can psychicly control horses, so they use those powers to convince the townfolk he is 
possessed by the murdered man. After a climax fight where Sammy does his own stunts and judo, all is solved. Jim invites him to work with them in Washington, but Sammy 
declines, because he wants to find himself. Maybe the fact that he wouldn't be allowed to eat in a restaurant in Washington for another hundred years or so helped his decision. 
Moon Over Parador, 1988 Universal. In this film Richard Dreyfuss plays an actor who looks just like a South American prez and has to take his place when he dies, but 
Dreyfuss is such a better guy that he makes the world better. It’s a lot like the movie Dave, but unlike Kevin Kline as the US President's stand in, Dreyfuss just has no charm 
or magnetism and is not a pleasant centerpiece. Sammy plays himself, appearing at Parador's Carnival-type event, singing a bad sounding “Begin The Beguine”. After the 
death is revealed at the end we see a TV news crew interview Sammy about the tragedy and he’s all choked up, but there’s no joke or payoff or anything about that scene. It’s a 
very wierd couple of cameos, though he gets pretty big billing. The 1996 Soul Train Sammy Davis Jr. Award - Awarded to Boyz II Men, who I guess are like Sammy 
except that he had a lot of talent, and they can’t sing, write, dance, act, or even speak coherently. I think they tried to say something nice about him but I couldn't understand 
their mumblings. National Enquirer 25 Year Anniversary edition, June 11 1996. Sammy's on the cover with Dino and Frank, but the story on the inside, considered one of 
the top scandals of the past quarter century, is about the Dino/Frank feud and Sammy's just a bit player. He is featured on a two page spread of “100 glowing stars” who died 
in these last 25 years. They picked photos where all of them, Black, white, young, old, have the same sickly orange complexion of poor flash photography. It's nauseating. 
Full House, ABC. On this long running unentertaining “family” show, a group of girls is raised by three men. The audience of the show was young girls and clearly there was 
some psycho-sexual Elektra complex appeal to the kids watching, imagining they replaced the mommies in the house. John “Blackie” Stamos played the sexiest dad, and 
though I only saw the show a couple of times, I believe his character was obsessed with Elvis and Sammy, as those were the posters on his wall. It’s a “Hello Detroit’-era one 
of Samala. Heidi’s Song, 1982, Paramount. In this Hanna-Barbera!Japanamation hybrid, the story of a sickly sweet Heidi who animals, nature and even her gruff mountain 
man Grampa (voice of Lome Greene) can’t help but love. After waiting almost the entire length of the cartooon for Sammy, he finally appears. Mean people have locked 
Heidi in the basement with rats, and she’s charmed even them, but then Sammy as the spitting, sharp fanged Lord Ratte shows up. In case you don’t know he’s black, he’s got 
a pimp hat and spins his tail like a zoot suit chain. He then sings a boffo number about being “Rat Enough To Be A Rat!” about how rats have to be ratty, bad and evil! We 
even get a D.W. Griffith-like sequence of the black rat threatening the white girl, intercut with the cavelry-like mountain animals on the way to save her. Sammy riles his 


brethren up, and they’re about to kill her when the mountain animals arrive to save her, Sammy slinks off and that’s it for him. He was good though, and the psychedelic 
Fantasia ripoffs in the number were fun to watch. 
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MASKED ROCK ¥ ROL 
UPDATE! 


The Backstabberss- According to Skimask. "The Backstabbers hate 
Buffalo (the city, not the species), it's media and it's people. They all 
dress up in black, with black 40s gangster shoes and play farfisa organ 
driven garage rock. They all have masks like the Crimson Ghost, sort 
of.” He also explained that they may be in trouble with the law for 
breaking a bottle on a jocks forehead during a show. 

Bishop of Hexen-Israeli corpse paint wearing Black Metal band. 
Blue Bisice Cult: Allen Lanier sometimes wore a fantastic Godzilla 
mask to perform "Godzilla”. ; : i 
Butt Trumpet-The old drummer used to wear his beanie over his face 
out of embarassment from being in the band. 

The Elevator Drops-Nice makeup jobs on this anti-pop band. 
Forcefield-Masked electronic band based in Rhode Island made up of 
Patuti Lobe (pictured) and Meerk Puffy. Contact them at 75 Eagle, box 1 
Providence, RI 02909 ; 

Foreign Object- Masked wrestling punk band who tour with Johnny 
Legend. Have started a challenge feud with Los Straitjackets. : 

The Fugees - When these crits' and kids' hip hop faves performed in 
Chicago a couple of months ago, this is what they wore! ; ; 
Los Kogars-French Ron Haydock tribute band that dresses like Rat Fink 
and is named after the gorilla Rat Fink fought. LP upcoming on Planet 
Pimp! ; 

Thee Mysterious Astmatic Avenger-This Euro-oddball toured with the 
Lightning Beat Man last year in a Wrestling Rock'n'Roll Battle Of The 
One Man Bands! ; 
Superkools-Drummer used to wear a wrestling mask sometimes. , 
Shock-This is the picture sleeve of their 1980 RCA 45 “Angel Face” biw 
“R.E.R.B.". Weak electronic New Wave. 

Surfaholics-Check out the shades! ; 
Voluptuous Horror Of Karen Black-Visual/performance artist Kembra 
Pfahler fronts this Orgy-Rock-Opera experience. ; ped 
The Von Zippers-Canadian surf garage-sters masked as either California 
Bikers or German fighter pilots...or both! 








Thee Mysterious Astmatic Avenger] 


a . .. 
Voluptuous Horror Of Karen Black g\, 
FEATURED MASKERS OF THE ISSUE: OUIJA BOREDS 

by RANDY LANCELOT 

Soundman at Smiler Coogan's Heavy Metal Emporium is a thankless andpainful task. Me thoughts,(past tense of Me 
thinks) nothing but a quick paycheck would ever be of any real value at said venue, but lo and behold, from my old 
stomping grounds no less, emerged The Ouija Boreds. It would take no psychic powers to see that these cats could 
rock harder than men of thrice the hair. Within seconds of the triumphant opening power chords pandemonium broke 
loose. Popcom and paper beer cups littered the air and floor, sweaty bodies writhed and squirmed and I was forced to 
increase the volume in order to drown out the hollers of the revelers. Think of the catastrophic destruction and more 
than 20 people been present. 

These upstanding, drunked gents need not a fancy set of EFX on their vox and guitars or blazing fast solos. 
Their masks are an effort to hide from the image that rock n roll has become. No, dear reader, scales or appre gios (or 
whatever it is those guys do). Nothing but tried and true (not to mention Righteous) punk and roll hooks. Fast, simple, 
catchy with songs about rocking out. Fuck the baby seals, trickle down economics, and abused old people in nursing 
homes. Politics is what ruined punk, dammit, throw more beer at your neighbor. When you go see them, don't be late, 
because they are smart enough to leave the stage before the customers leave the bar (I didn't even get to engage in my 
favorite part of any night, throwing bands off stage.) They did do a short encore with attachments from the Vacuums 
and Vic singing about being bombed on acid. If Vic wasn’t just caught up in the moment and privilege of being on 
Stage with the Boreds then it bodes well for his ability to rock as well. implore all of you, in the name of good rock 
and roll fun, to start showing up at their gigs with bags of light, fluffy, Navored-powder encrusted snack food and, 
upon hearing that first triumphant chord, unleashing a hail of preservatives for the duration of their set. 

RECORD REVIEWS: Ouija Boreds "Fast Times At Ouija High" The Boreds are their best when doing fast, catchy 
punk and roll tunes with choruses like "Neck" and “Listen To The Ouija”. The recording is a bit thin. 


"Ouija Boreds "Dark Side of the Room" The recording is a little ore lo-fi, but it sounds bigger and better under the tape 
hiss. These nerds know how to rock! 


Ouija Boreds-POBox 1246 Oak Park, IL 60604 (708)764-6884, 


MIDGET ROCK AND ROLL UPDATE 


i i i : Blues musicians who ar ebilled 
vho does the zine Giants and Little People): For the most part most | 
pie dine Waker Little Charlie, Little ioe. Saar - yes na acrid ie : ra 
i ; k label),,,where was I---oh yeah... * those arti n5: 
tal 0 ae eareil they eas be eatied wadget or dwarves(they es shh Bu - ee Cae is 2 teeta 5s 
i i i i he soundtrack to the film : 
should consider Little Jimmy Scott, a Jazz vocalist heard on the s i Siam apna 
ing * *); he can be seen in that movie as well as an episode of the series. 

Sralbune ay repeat Nareae sort of pituatory malfunction so that he didn't go through puberty. Asa 
result his voice is still a boyish soprano, and he is only 4°11" tall. 


In the film Until the End Of The World Witliam Hunt plays pygmy field recordings. 


This photo by Marcus Leatherdale taken at an Indian circus is pretty great, though he may of may not be part of a 
musical act. 
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| have thousands of TV shows from the 
195us to the present. Alfred Hichcock, 
Way Out, Twilight Zone. Coronet Blue. 
| The Invaders) Name Of The Game. Isis 
Peter Gunn, Persuaders, Avengers. 
Combat!, Wild Wild West. Pink Lady. 
4 Mod Squad, Bionic Woman/Six Million 
me Dollar Man. Kolchak, The Night Stalker. 
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Thriller, Lost In Space. Voyage/Bottom/ 
Sea, Land Of The Giants. Time Tunnel, 


i 


The immortal. Quark, The Professionals, 
Honey West. X Files. and much more!!! 








NOTHING TO TRADE? NO PROBLEM! 
| TRADE FOR BLANK TAPE! 
SEND $3.00 FOR MY 
80 PAGE CATALOG. 





LAWRENCE GASIOR ; 
oe 3072 PINEY BLUFF DR. 


lose your way ¢ scared of love 


1085 Commonwealth Avenue #339 ¢ Boston, MA 
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ied al. Childe demo (c/o Navai 251 C.P.W. apt 
2-A NYC 10024) Unlike so-called “Industrial * music that 
purports to recreate the inhuman sounds of industry, this 
reicase actually features humans attempting to play at 
inorganic paces, creating “music” that at it's finest, is 
joyously unlistenable. It's like Jonh Henry defeating a 
sequencer. 







ADZ “Tetsuo” ep (1+2 Gloria Hatsuho 60! Nishi-shinjuku 
7-6-S Shinjuku-ku Tokyo 160 Japan)An 'A' for execution, 
aD’ for marketability and a‘Z' for recording quality. That 
report card makes you valedictorian at Roc-Roc-Roctober 
High School! 


AFI "Very Proud Of Ya" (Nitro 7071 Warmer Ave. suite 
F-736 Huntington Beach, CA 92647) Better punk than 
most stuff coming out now, cuz the ing is great and 
they obviously love the first 3 KISS LPs. 


After School Special "The Existentialist Blues” (Unheard 
POB 423000 SF, CA 94142) Sounds more like Harvey Sid 
Fisher than Green Day. 


The Alter Egos "Why Don't You Give It” ep (1+2) It’s as. 
if the band from the TV show "California Dreams* 
listened to Garage pop and the Ramones. 


Antabuse demo (T. Mccarthy 859 N. Wolcott/2R Chi IL 
60622) Whatever drugs they're using, it's working! 1 
doubt the band name refers to Kathleen Hannah of Bikini 
Kill's comic book title, because this band sounds like 
they'd chew BK up and spit ‘em out. 


Applebee's zine ($1, seth 2007 E. 3rd st. Tucson, AZ 
85719) Any zine that obsesses enough is all right with me, 
and Applebee's family restaurant chicken fingers baskets 
is as good a subject to comprehensibly obsess over as any. 
No record reviews, no show reviews, just chicken finger 
reviews. Seth also does the superobsessive "Mac and Me" 
Maacauley Culkin zine, and, with a friend he does 
Diorama, a really good general zine zine. Both are also 
highly reccomended. 


Antiseen “One Live Sonofabitch” (Death Train POB 9128 
Charlotte, NC 28299) "It All Breaks Down” ep (1+2) If 
you don't like nasty storms of fat and bloody 
rock'n'roll...too fucking bad! 


Ashtray Boy/Clag split (Spit and a half POB 18510 
Denvé CO 80218) Clag wins this battle of the bands, as 
AB seems to be referring to some Australian culture thing 
I don't get and Clag makes me shimmy. 


Assbe&ters demo ($5, 5701 Telegraph Road Alexandria, 
VA 22303) Think Antiseen on a bad day, By “on a bad 
day* I‘don't mean an inferior performance, but rather a 
vicious performance after having a really bad day! 


The Astro Nettes (Astro/ available for $8.50 from 
Michael Lucas,535 Stevenson St. SF, CA 94103) In these 
days of surf saturation, if they want to sell me this cool- 
ection of Astronauts covers by insisting the band is made 
up of beautiful, naked European girls, more power to 
them! 


Autoreverse zine (POB 15579 Columbus, OH 43215) 
Enter the world of home taping swappings, as freakish as 
anything Nimoy was “In Search Of...". Good interviews 
and strange reviews fill these pages. 


Axhandle Punk Compilation (Axahandle 1827 
McAllister St. SF, CA 94115) Does this kick ax? With 
McRackins, White Trash Debutantes, Trick Babys, Heckie 
and an average song length of 2:09, need you ax? 


Bad Brains (ROIR 611 Broadway suite 411 NYC 10012) 
This is a CD of the tape your friend had back then that got 
played in his car over and over on the way to shows. 

Their first album really holds up, especially after hearing 
that weak shit they did last year. One of the few good 
punk albums that actually is better if you're stoned. 


The Baffler zine/journal ($5, pob 378293 Chicago, IL 
60637) Baffling! Yet so true. 


Bardo Pond “amanita” (Matador) Bore-do pond. 


Basehead “Faith* (Imago, 152 W. 57th, NY; NY 10019). 
This band made a minor splash with two previous CD's 
eastier in the decade, in the era of Arrested Development 
and “Cop Killer.” Since then, rock’s— —and Basehead's — 
—focus has shifted slightly. That black-rock-on-the-funk- 
ip sound is still with us, but (a) the electronic drums have 
been replaced by real ones, praise Jah, and (b) they've 
finally dropped alt pretense of being a rap group. They 
sound better now (not that they were a’ back then). 


Bassholes "(She Said I Had A) Problem” biw “Changes 
Had To Come" (Bag of Hammers POB 928 Seattle, WA 
98111) I'm sure that intensely scary glass-eyed truck 
driver that almost drove me off the highway last night was 
listening to this. 


Baylies Band demo (949 Church St. New Bedford, MA 
02745) I'm guessing this is an attempt by former Metal 
guys to go Altemative, which is good, because they of 
course have way more chops than their new alternative 
contemporaries. 


Beavis and Butthead "Feel Our Pain” video (Sony)! like 
when the one with Down's syndrome calls the pinhead one 
"dumbass". 


Jason Becker "Perspective" (JB Music) Becker was a 
hotshot guitarist, until he was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig's 
disease and his health began to deteriorate. With the loss 
of motor skills he began composing music on computers 
ans samplers and that's what's on this CD. There's an 
interesting irony to a young man having to make the 
conversion from a medium where dexterity=quality (Van 
Halen/speed metal weedling guitar) to producing music 
without physical control. The result definetely has a 
reflective, spacey ambiance. 


Bedhead “The Dark Ages” (Trance POB 49771 Austin, 
TX 78765) The Velvet Underground are one of the few 
bands that you can listen to their records over and over and 
not get sick of them. Because of this fact, derivitive music 
is not really neccesary, 


Bellotuna “pleasant music for nice people” (Daemon POB 
1207 Decatour, GA 30031) Because they include guitar 
work that could have been in Fleetwood Mac or some 
other 70's big "smart" rock act, this foray into the 
"Cocktail Nation” could have been pretty interesting, but 
alas they bog themselves down with repititions of the same 
jokes every act in this played out genre telis over And 
over, 


Berlin comic by Jason Lutes ($2.50, Black Eye $135 Parc 
ave. ste 5 Montreal, Quebec Canada H2V 4G3) Beautiful, 
cinematic, quiet work by the Roctober family member. 
*Comics-They‘re Not Just For Kids Anymore!” pt 
XXXVII. 


Alice Bierhorst “heaven” (s.f. freek 3435 18th st. SF, CA 
94110)It seems that it's a good time for songwriter ladies 
(money wise, at least, judging from what's on MTV) 80 
hopefully Alice can cash in, because this has a nice, 
distinct flavor and a pleasant aftertaste. 


Bikini Kitl "Reject All American" (Kill Rock Stars) 
Again, this band who folks love to put down, has put out 
another great sounding record, with some of the best 
singing in RAWK today. Some stuff deviated into a softer 
Go-Go's style, but upon relistening that shit was pretty 
powerful too. 


Bitl Ding “And The Sound Of Adventure" (Hefty POBox 
597844 Chicago IL 60659) Indie Rock systematically 
constructed from all other successful examples in an 
attempt to rule the world. Nice headband gimmick 
though. 


Bio Muse "Wrong X (Word D2)" (Language/Crammed 
Discs) I've never taken the right drugs that would make me 
consider this dance music. 


Blarg! zine (POB 4047 Berkeley, CA 94704) This zine is 
fucking great and I enjoyed every page. Really funny 
comics, stories filled with romance (of sorts) pathos 
(kinda) and liquor (the hard stuff) and even more comix! 
Excellent! 


Bloodlet “Entheogen” (Victory POB 146546 CHI IL 
60614) All over the place, these punks definetely think 
they're geniuses and that their music is art. I like dumb 
punks better. 


Blue Tip "Past Tense* b/w "Ephadrephin", s/t LP 
@ischord ‘Hellfire POB 21782 WDC 20009) All the 
Grand Funk fans in the house can rejoice ‘cause like that 
band, the bass is cranked up real high and the vocalist 
sounds like Grand Funk's drummer (who sang "We're An 
American Band"). Now if somebody in the band had a 
huge natural... 


The Boots “Here Are The Boots (Pin Up Bismacckstr.23, 
33615 Bielefeld, Germany, available in the US for $8.50 
from Michael Lucas, 535 Stevenson St. SF, CA 94103) 
Germany's The Boots were one of the absolute best 
European Beat/Blues bands in the 60s, with more style 
and flavor and soul then the top six most famous such 
bands combined. If you don't believe me, just think about 
how good their name is. 


Bouncing Souls live, Fireside. Amazing classic punk 
performance. They cave! 


Ian Brennan "Cheapskate" (TGM POB 410025 SF, CA 


94141) lan would be a good boyfriend. He's handsome 
and sensitive. 
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Buck-O-Nine “Water In My Head" (Taang!706 Pismo Ct. 
SD, CA 92109) Drove me Buck-O-Wild! 


Busta Rhymes “The Coming” (Elektra) Can't wait til The 
Going. 


Buttsteak "Men Who Pause” (Go Kart POB 20 Prince $1. 
Station NYC, NY 10012) A buttfull of something. 


Buzzsaw “Killer Cassette vs. The Dude” (Shrimper POB 
1837 Upland, CA 9178S) Brilliant music actually played 
ona buzzsaw! Industrial Rhythm and Blues! 


By The Grace Of God “For The Love Of Indie Rock” 
(Victory 1837 W. Fulton St. Chicago, IL 60612) Like 
much of the hardcore that appeals to whoever signs bands 
at Victory, this group is eamest, serious and avoids the 
marketable trends in punk. unfortunately, they also miss 
much of the humor that made the classic US hardcore stuf 
bearable. 


The Cannannes “The Cannannes” (Ajax) You'd be insane 
to deign the Cannannes worthy of disdain! 


Cardinal Woolsey "paralyzed with happiness” (Puddle 
33S Court St. ste. 107 Bkln NY 11231) If MTV set up a 
college-rock Monkees-type show around this crew it could 
be a hit. 


Cash Registers "Make No Cents" (Black Eye POB 315 
NYC 10276) Two words: Ka-Ching! 


Catherine Wheel “Like Cats And Dogs” (Mercury) This 
pointless 4AD type band’s only reason for existence is to 
give promo people something to do and Rolling Stone 
something to praise. 


CementHead "Sad" b/w “dog with no legs” (Torque Pory 
(75 Richardson St. Brooklyn NY 11222) Meaty rock with 
chops! 


Kenny Chambers “Sin Cigarros” (Taang!) Loved Moving 
Targets, when he was Ken, but this is definetely Kenny-er. 
It's hot stuff. 


The Champs "second 7”" (Wanttage POB 8681 Missoula, 
MT 56807-8681) The JB's of Post-Rock! 


Cheetah Chrome and the Ghetto Dogs (Get Hip) When 
did Cheetah start sounding just like "The Boss”? 


Chicago vs. Amsterdam (Hopeless POB 7495 Van Nuys, 
CA 91-409) The Dutch win this Punk rock battlehands 
down. Their raw heavy weight budget-rock combo Funeral 
Oration never even has to tag NRA to bodyslam and pin 
both The Boliweevils and 88 Fingers Louie. 


Circle X (Dexter's Cigar/Drag City) This is probably the 
most pretentious band ever, so it depends on your 
perspective whether you'll enjoy this early works reissue. 
See, it's way less pretentious than later stuff, so I'd say 
that's good, but who knows what you like? 


Cocknoose "All Jacked Up" b/w "The Country Song” 
(Woundup POB 3695 KC,KS 66103) Made me hungry for 
Southem fried cock! 


Cogs “The Dianetic Lover" b/w “I Don't Care” (Bear JAF 
Box 444 NYC 10116-0444) A-side kicks ass. 


Color Right comix (Primal Groove Press POB 15125 
Portland, OR 97215) POMO Art funnies. Haw Haw! 


Come “Near Life Experience” (Matador) The most this 
band has ever moved me was the chill [ got cringing to 
what must be the worst album title ever. 


The Connie Dungs "Missy and Johnny” ep (Harmless 
14377 West Hood St. Chi LL 60660) Dung-derfut! 


Conquerer Worm "Ride On" (Baloney Shrapnel) The 
Confederacy of Scum pleases me to no end. Jeff from 
Antiseen and his cohorts make up a union of musicians 
and bands that carry on the “outlaw” stuff that arose in 
Country in the 70's, but reposition it so that David Alan 
Coe would have been the most clean cut of the bunch. 
This project is a perfect sample of their wares. Members 
of Antiseen, Rancid Vat, Poison Idea and others combine 
to pay tribute to Simon Stokes, biker rocker forgotten by 
the controllers of recorded history, by not by the CoS! 
This is actually better than the sum of it's parts! 


Cows "Whom", “Old Gold 1989-1991" (AmRep 2645 
First Ave South MPLS, MN 55408) See, they play horns, 
but they're stil! tough. 


Crestfallen “king of bab el oued” b/w “stride in” (7 Lucky 
POB 1763 Denver. CO 80201) My fallen crest got up after 
listenin’ to this'n! 


Crime “Hate Us Or Love Us We Don't Give A Fuck" 
Planet Pimp/Repent, $8.50 from Michael Lucas 53S 
Stevenson St. SF, CA 94103) These live recordings by this 
late 70's fucked SF band are the kind of No-Fi tapes you 
might get if you brought a walkman (which of course 
wasn't invented yet) to a show, but in this case it's perfect 


because with what they"re spewing out the end result is a 
dense cloud of Rock and Roll, and I'm glad to be coughing 
init! 


Crossfires “Out Of Control* (Sundazed) Pre-Turtles surf 
combo, actally features 5/6 of the original band (alas, Jim 
"Il Am The Walrus” Pons was still a few years away from 
joining the fold). Better cuts include the title cut. 
"Fiberglass Jungle” (both above averager Dick Dale cops), 
and “One Potato, Two Potato”, the intro of which soundds 
just like The Stooges! The rest is your standard surf/frat 
boy kinda stuff: fat n’ greasy to be sure, but played by 
fresh scrubbed suburban teens. 


The Crown Hate Ruin "Until The Eagle Grins” 
(Dischord) I didn't hate it, but ] wouldn't crown it cither. 
Actually sounds kind of like watching wrestling on tape at 
fast forward looks. 


Da’ Core zine (3413 Babcock Blvd suite 2 Pittsburgh, PA 
15237) I dont know what this says about the Iron City, but 
the sex ads that fund this Pittsburgh Metal hard rock zine 
contain some of the homelicst women I've ever seen. 


dad, are we punk yet? compilation (Harmless) Some of 
the bands the kids at the Fireside !-o-v-e are here, 
including fine efforts by meshuganas., bollweevils and 
fighters. Perhaps, indeed, you are, sons. 


Daddie Donnie comix (Primal Groove Press) Same old 
story, churchgoing child molester finds boy, churchgoing 
child molester loses boy, boy grows up to be gay activist 
troubled by his role in creating churchgoing child 
molesters anti-homosexual crusade. 


The Daredevils “Hate You” b/w “Rules, Heart” (Epitath) 
This is about as daring as Evet Kneivel jumping over a bar 
of soap in his slippers. 


Dashboard Prophets “Burning Out The Inside” (no name 
16133 Ventura Blvd, #535 Encino, CA 91436) Rock on, 
dude! 


Ronnie Dawson "Just Rockin’ & Rollin' (Upstart) 
Listening to this is like going to a party and getting just 
drunk enough that everythings fun, but you don't vomit! 
Sorta like the midnight jamboree after the Opry, but with 
better music. The support musicians are better on this than 
on Ronnie's last few, and though he's always seemed like a 
Bluesman with a Rockabilly jones to me everytime I've 
seen him live, this is really an embrace of the Rockin’ side. 


Demolition Doll Rods “I Wanna O.D." b/w "Dream" and 
a special KISS/Bill and Ted tribute (Bag of Hamumers) 
Excuse me, could this band possibly be any better? 
Clearly the greatest living Rock and Roll combo alive that 
ever lived. 


Destroy Amerikkka zine (1353 North Dean #2 Chi IL 
60622) There's actually a Chicago base of Punk 
Intelligesta, and reading this is your oppurtunity to see if 
you can hang. 


Dishwasher presents music to wash dishes by VOL. I w. 
The Queers, 10-4, The High-Fives and Scared of Chaka 
(7-0-2 POB 204 Reno, NV 89504) If a Hobart rumble was 
ever music (or fingers on a chalkboard) to your ears, than 
clean this platter...with your stylus! 


Down By Law “All scratched up!" (Epitath) I was excited 
at first to get this double LP, but after listening to it (it's a 
pretty typical Epitath release with a typical Epitath sound) 
I just hope there's not a finite amount of vinyl left in the 
world, because if so, this is a tragic waste. 


Download “the eyes of stanley pain” (Nettwerk) It's 
Tourettes-y! 


The Droogs "Atomic Garage” (Lakota/Get Hip) This has 
far more authenticity as a Garage/Pshch/Rock and Roll 
release than 96% of the Estrus age stuff out there, as this 
group rather than sounding like a new band trying to be 
retro, actually sounds like a great 60's/70's band doing 
their best to make a good album. It'lt Droog-ify you! 


Dropkick zine(?) (Send a few postcard stamps, c/o 
Bizarre Depiction POB 15579 Columbus, OH 43215) This 
is a good example of the kind of innovation an Ohio 
residence neccesitates. It’s a postcard with about 20 pages 
of zine text squueezed on it in tiny eye abusing print. The 
content is funny and confrontational, and Sleepy Labeef 
would kick John Cage’s ass! 


DUB: Past, Present and Future! (ROIR) Bill Laswel! 
can make anything boring, and this is no exception! 


The East Side Sound compilation(Telstar POBox 1123 
Hoboken NJ 07030, CD on Dionysus) Excellent comp of 
LA records recorded by Eddie Davis, including some hot 
Chicano R&B/Rock&Roll by the Sala Bros., Cannibal and 
the Headhunters and The Premiers. You can't lose with 
this, it's like getting dealt four aces and a joker! 


Eat Drink and Be Jerry (POB 2071 Wilmington, NC 
28402-2071) Jerry Lewis inspired background Jazz for 
freakish fumbling. 


Elevator Drops "P<O<P B>U>S" (Time Bomb 31652 
2nd Ave, Laguna Beach. CA 92677) When I heard their 
single I thought they hated pop music and were sinister 
mockers. Now I believe they love pop music and are an 
carly 90's failed Brit invasion band faking Yank accents. 


Endless “Fuck Yinz” (Infiniti Productions 3413 Babcock 
Blvd. suite 2 Pittsburgh, PA 15136) Full on metallic steel- 
belt hardcore. I feet fucked. 


Etch zine (POB 10132 Lansing, MI 49801) Open minded 
Music mag with some good interviews and tons of 
reviews. 


Evertounge “Vodka Context” (O-Rama POB 68 
Garwood, NJ 07027) "You see, we were into this ‘Lounge’ 
thing even before it became hip...” 


The Exotics “Goofy Foot” ep (Tiki Tone POB 44272 
Milwaulkee, WI $3214) This surf shingle actually sounds 
old! That's a good thing in this genre. 1 guess in 
Milwaulkee you surf in brewery vats. 


Eyesore: A Stab At The Residents (Vaccination POB 
3995 Long Beach, CA 90803) This tribute is extremely 
reverant to not only the Residents but the entire 
conceptual-cerebral Caroliner/Ralph Records/fuck-you-if- 
you-don't-get-it scene, which makes this a real success. 
That is. this is one of the few tributes where the fans of the 
band will actually really enjoy it, although I wouldn't 
reccomend it to others. 


Falling Sickness/Nobodies split (Hopeless POB 7.495 
Van Nuys, CA 91409-7495)These bands are so alike I 
forgot ] was listening to a split 7". It's a race to see who 
can play fastest and use the word “fuck” mostest. 


Fastball "Make Y our Mama Proud" (Holly wood) I guess 
they got their name cause they can't throw curves. 


Fatality “Choose Your Etemity” (Infiniti Productions) 
Iron city Death with some very American ax-work. It's 
‘Great-ality! 


Feedtime “Billy” (AmRep) Motorheadesque enuf to 
impress. 





The Feminine Complex (Teenbeat) This reissue of 
everything by the obscure ‘60's Nashville all-gal combo 
shocked me. Most of it was cut with studio musicians and 
the songs are pretty good, but really run the style gamut 
from classic Girl Group, to SF sound to kick ass Fanny- 
esque stuff, but the craziness ensues when the demo 
versions kick in (with the girls playing) and all of a sudden 
es listening to a Pebbles comp! Go to the store and get 


Feminist Baseball zine ($3, POB 9609 Seattle, WA 
98109) Roctober readers would probably dig the vibe of 
this zine. Besides the gross abundance of reviews (yuck... 
never read ‘em, don't even proof these shitty ones) there's 
interviews and writing done with so much humor, 
intelligence and scope that prior knowledge of the subject 
isn't neccesary. It's a grand slam and a grand damme! 


Fifi and the Mach ILI/BUM split (1+2) BUM knocks a 
formidible FiFi effort on her bum and wins this battle of 
the bands. 


Fifteen "Suprise!" (Grass) More like 1.5. 


Fireworks “Prime Mover” b/w “Loserville” (t+2) This 
fire doesn't work. 


Fitz of Depression “Swing” (K box 7145 Olympia, WA 
98507) Fitz of fucking ROCK! 


Flat Duo Jets "Red Tango” (Norton), "Jet Set” ep 
(Norton) I've seen this duo perform with Dex, the 
singer/guitarist, insanely drunk. What's telling however. is 
that he doesn't get “punk™ drunk, but rather, sauced like an 
old man at a bar who lived a thousand Country songs, who 
might get in a fight but might start crying just a3 soon. On 
these records you get the wildness of his American Rock 
and Rolj soul, but you also hear the reverberations of the 
concentric circles caused by tears in his beer. A real 
keeper. 


Fluffy “Husband” (Tim/Kerr POB 42423 Portland, OR 
97242) Should be called Tuffy! 
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Flying Saucer Attack “Further” (Drag City) Another 
guitar wash, ambient, noise, texture-piece from these 
makers of bong chill music for when you're sick of music 


The For Carnation “Marshmallow” (Matador) If Prog is 
regressive docs it become Regr? 


4 songs about motorcyles (motorpsycho zine POB 1504 
Pr. Roberts, WA 98281) Moto-RIFF-ic! 


Frankenstein “Eve Of The Dead Boy's Oct. 1975" (Hell 
yeah POBox 1975 Burbank, CA 91507) E love the picture 
of them Spook-Glammed up with super long hair! This is 
The Dead Boys demo from years earlier, and it's great. 
The songs sound really different, but still have the same 
powers, actually intensified by the shitty recording. It's 
alive! 


Free Kitten “Punks Suing Punks” (KRS) Kitten with a 
fuckin’ whip. 


French (Bear) French...dip. 


Edith Frost (Drag City POB 476867 Chi IL 60647) This 
is creepy and pretty, but it’s both a very good time and a 
very bad time to be a singer/songwriter gal w. guitar. 
Good cause they're clocking ducats, but bad cuz you can't 
open your front door w/o knocking one over these days. 
Hopefully this ghost music will rise above the sea of 
sisters. 


fuck "pretty ..slow” (Rhesus 1124 Sutter St. SF. CA 
94109) Pretty...creepy. 


Fu Manchu “In Search Of..." (Mammoth 101 B Si. 
Carrboro, NC 27510) NYC//Heartbreakers/Metal Dazed 
and Confused flavor and they pull it off. 


The Fumes "Self Appointed Guardian of the Machine" 
(eMpTy pob 12034 Seattle 98102) Fumigates with Fume- 
a-GREATness. 


Fun Loving Criminals “Come Find Yourself” (EN) 
Their name looks like Fine Y oung Cannibals, their 
grooves sound like recycled Blaxplo soundtrack album 
cuts and their raps have “alternative crossover" 
possibilities. 


Furry Things "The Big Saturday Illusion” (Trance 
POBox 49771 Austin, TX 78765) This will get some 
fantastic, fawning, fanzine reviews from writers who 
know how to talk about indie music far better than me. and 
they're right! 


Gas Huffer “the inhuman ordeal of special agent...” 
(Epitath) Some decent, goofy, rockin’ stuff. They've done 
better. 


Gastr Del Sol “upgrade and afterlife” (Drag City POB 
476867 Chicago, LL 606-47) I can’t help but think that 
Rock fans who rave over this are either displaying high 
irony or are people who have forgotten what irony is. This 
record references minimalist 20th century composers well. 
Beat pocts poorly and overall seems pretty calculated. 
There are some excellent passages but on the whole it’s a 
tad too ‘challenging’ for me. 


Gaunt "Kryptonite" (Thrill jockey) Hardcore gone hard- 
bore. 


Ghood Tyme Jhamboree (Planet Pimp) The White 
Album’ of our generation. With any luck this will change 
the face of the recording industry as we know it. 


Ghost Rockets/Jack Peddler demos. (Gary "Pig" Gold 
565 First St. Apt. #5 Hoboken, NJ 07030) G.R. is a good 
example of how, if you've got really great sounding. solid 
musicianship, you can get away with anything lyrically, as 
the songs about pizzas and penises would make Wierd Al 
blush. J.P. sounds so 80's New Wave that better stick 
around for the revival, cuz they! rule it. 


Giant Robot zine ($4, POBox 2053 LA, CA 90064) The 
best zine I've readina year. 


The Godrays double 7", (Veron Yard) Like a wondeful 
trip to grandma’s house! 


Gold Medal "Drive To The Supermarket” ep (SweetPea 
2144 W. Farragut Chicago, IL 60625) Better than the flour 
of the same name! 


Grandaddy "A Pretty Mess By this one band,” (Will 
Records 1202 East Pike St. Seattle, WA 98112) My 
grandaddy used to keep a Liberace tape in his Buick so 
he'd have something hip to play when us kids were in the 
car. I liked it better than this. 


Grand Mal (No. 6 Box $037 NYC 10185) This is preny 
good. There's a lotta diverse stuff in these six songs, so [ 
guess the best description would be "NYC post-hipster 
music”, but 1] guess that'll only make sense to me. 


Gravel Pit "The Gravel pit Manifesto” (Q Division 3 
Albany St. Boston, MA 02118) Sounds like stuff that's 
selling! Bufallo Tom meets the Bufailo Bills. 


David Gray “Sell Sell Sell” (EMI) This young man teils 
his poetic stories in a unique way...in his songs! 


The Great Brain "Satan Superman” (Sonic Swirf POB 
770303 Lakewood, OH 44107) That uncarthly guitar noise 
that saved their mediocre demo (see last ish for my 
thoughts on that) has now taken over big time. Now 
they're all greased up and ready to kick some righteous 
ass! Good deal all around! This is the type of music I 
listen to when I am settin’ in the back of my Cadillac eatin® 
4 Big Mac out of a white paper sack! (Now what's up with 
it?!) 


The Great Mongoose "Hong Kong Baby* ep (1+2) 
ROCKME:-tki-tavi! Shimmy-rific! 


Great Phone Calls tape (Amarillo POB 24433 SF, CA 
94124) I'm sure many of you have this classic release on 
vinyl, because certainly it's the funniest record ever made 
and it, of course, introduced the world to Nei} Hamburger 
{that funny guy on the McDonalds and Coke 
commercials), but buy the tape anyway! The bonus track 
is worth it, as you'll leam about Gee Gaw humor, and 


that's important. 


Grid magazine (165 W. temple 2nd fl. Salt Lake City UT 
84101) Ambitious music mag. Nice skate fotos. 


Guided By Voices "Under The Bushes” (Matador, the 
2CD import is the best format) With tracks produced by 
Albin, Kelly Deal and themselves they deliver their usual 
musical sound with better production, mixing the 
production feel from their debut 1986 ep "Forever Since 
Breakfast” with some of the finest moments from 
"Vampire On Titus" or ‘bee Thousand”. If anything, it's 
closer to what they deliver live. Deliver this does with the 
Big Star-ish Chilton cops "Lord of Overstock", 
"Sheetkickers” and "Your Name Is Wild” to list a few. 
Tobin Sprout contributes his best ever songs. 


Guttermouth "Teri Yakimoto” (Nitro 7071 Wamer Ave 
F-736 Huntington Beach, CA 92647) Obnoxious and 
mean spirited ---- a nice retum to traditional punk values! 


Handsome “Needles” b/w “Waiting” (Full City Blend 
POB 1666 Stuyvesant Station NYC 10009) Rock-some! 


The Handsome Family “Milk and Scissors” (Carrot Top 
2438 N. Lincoln Ave. 3rd ft. Chicago, IL 60614) They've 
always had that psycho edge, but where that last CD was 
just harmless molasses-eatin' Gomer and Goober in 
Mayberry, this new one is more like Travis Bickle from 
Tam Driver about to clean out the whole block with a .32. 
Brett Sparks is mumbling more, sounding very edgy, and 
he’s holding a gotf club on the inside flap. Guess those 
upstairs neigbors were “moving furniture around” and 
playing Bob Dylan far too much. But then, it’s like the 
blues harpist Jazz Gillum once said: "T'd rather be a pistol 
popper than a molasses sopper.” AMEN. 


Hashbrown “Absinthe Ringer” b/w “chas" (638 N. 
Whitcomb Palatine IL 60067)Noodley Jazz-core! 


Havalina Rail Co. "The Diamomnd In The Fish” (Tooth 
and Nail) Though this shares some sources as “Lounge” 
(60's jazzy feel, spy grooves, old school vocals) this 
elevates itself by somehow sounding less like a band and 
more like music coming out of the radio while something 
else is going on, if you get my drift. 


Headerash “Overdose On Tradition” (Discovery) 
Overdose on bad. 


Hellfire and Brimstone “Shaky Ground” b/w "Restless 
Road” (Black Hole 12 W. Willow Grove Ave. Box 130 
Phil PA 19118) Outstanding evil Americana! 


Hentchmen "Gravel Bite” (Get Hip) Ahhh..the sweet 
stench of Hentch! 


Hepcat “Scientific" (BYO/Big Daddy) I expected the 
worst. LA Based "ska" with a singer the press kit 
mentioned was a sitcom star. ] couldn't have been more 
wrong. Somehow every annoying evil of LA and the US 
ska scene has been avoided and this record sounds pure 
Studio One, Jamaica. [t couldn't be more pleasant. 


Her Majesty The Baby “Mary” (nu.millenia/Records 
10585 Santa Monica Blvd. suite 140 LA, CA 90025) IfI 
even tried to compare this to something it would be 
something I didn't know anything about and didn't care 
about (10,000 maniacs maybe, uh... what do they sound 
like?) so I won't even try. 


Hippopotamus (Grass) At the Field Museum's Africa 
exhibit they have a model of a hippo and then examples of 
different dung and you have to guess which is his. Well 
I'd have never guessed this bizarre, time-changey shit 
came out of him! 


His Name Is Alive “presents...Stars on ESP” (4AD) Fairy 
dust music. 


Hogscraper (Shake It) Sounds like hilibily youth, who've 
read about but never heard Blackmetal, giving it a go. 


Honest John “Loser Friendly" (Dyna Groove POB 180! 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 3Rt) They do seem 
honest! They even do a non-joke punk cover of "When 
Doves Cry". 


Hot Rods To Eletl compilation (Blood Red 2134.N.E. 
25th Portland, OR 97212) Top talents like The Exotics, 
The Boss Martians and the Trashmatics "Usher" in a new 
era of appreciation for classic drag music. Hell...yeah! 


Danielle Howle "Live at McKissick” Museum 
(Daemon/Mill) Though I thought old school coffee house 
femme singer/songwnter stuff had been postmodernly 
been put to sleep by the Olympia, WA take on it, I was 
mistaken. Howle, however, transcends the granola stuff 
and if you like acoustic, clever pop, thus might be your 
cup of chamomile. 


The Humpers "Space Station Love" b/w "This Measly 
Dimension” (Bag Of Hammers) You'll wish every day was 
hump day! 


The Hunger “Devil Thumbs A Ride* (Universal 1755 
Broadway NY ) If you hunger for music that’s bad in every 
concievable way, pull a plate up to this trough. 


Hurt Me! comix (Primal Groove Press) Groovy 
sketchbook of funky creatures just doing their thing. 


The Husbians "Unpopular Flips” (Mutiny POB B NYC 
10159-0008) 

At least if they'd called themselves The Lesbians they'd 
have had a good name. 
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Teeburn Collective "Meditavolutions” (Revelation) So 
avante it caught me off guarde! Progressive classical and 
jazz with some high drama crunch to it. 





Ida “I Know About You" (Simple Machines) $-o-0-t-h-i- 
n-g. 


Indie Scent zine (free, POB 141 Carlinville, 1 61626) 
Music reviews, interviews and news for youse to use. 


The Inland Emperors “Hey Hey Blake Pirtie” ep (Bag of 
Hammers) Sounds like they're mixing medications. 


Integrity "Humanity Is The Devil" (Victory) Victory's 
best release in ages! Though they look hardcore on the 
back this concept album features deadpan explorations of 
conceptions of evil, Satan with plenty of classic imagery, 
cryptic formulas and heaviness, 


Iris “after school special” (Bubble Core 250 Milton Rd. 
Rye, NY 10580) I remember once hearing Y. Eye from 
Boredoms explain how his music was supposed to sound 
like the static on a short wave radio, Well this sounds like 
the music on a SO watt college rock station that you can't 
quite tune in. 


Itchies "here come the...” (POB 28605 Prov RI 02908) It 
you're an’ itchin’ for what Dick Dale calls “bitchin”, than 
find these go-go rocking kooks and wire your hitch in! 


Jet Boys "Rapid Thunder" (Get Hip) Fly this Jet to Rock 
and fuckin’ Roll city, Japan! 


John Fogerty: wrote a song for everyone tribute 
compilation (Rubber Rabbit/Pravda 3823 North Southport 
Chi IL 60613) A good tribute comp will be one that pays 
tribute to someone who wrote good songs to cover (check) 
and should feature good bands, like Girl Trouble (check). 

I guess this one makes it. 


Johnny Can't Read "Death By Guitar (Happyland 5601 
N. Sheridan Rd. Suite 11-C Chicago, IL 60660) Johnny 
can play some power pop, light on the power, heavy on the 
pop. 


Joy Electric “We Are The Music Makers* (Tooth and 
Nail) Buy this now. That's a (New) Order! 


Judge Nothing "Riveter" (Thick) If you can't Judge 
nothing nice about somebody, maybe I shouldn't judge at 
all. 


The Kaisers "In America” (Norton POB 646 Cooper 
Station NYC 10003) Like many of my fellow journalists, I 
was wary about the hype surrounding these obviously 


talented youth. but when they arrived at O'Hare airport and 
tumed on the charm in the press conference, 1 was sold. In 
addition to making some swinging Beat music, thy are 
also the funniest, friendliest, and believe it or not, 

cleverest young men you could hope to meet! 


karate (Southern POBox 25529 Chicago, IL 60625) This 
music made me want to perform mime. 


Andy Kaulkin °6 Foot 7 And Rising” (Bong Load POB 
931538 LA, CA 90093) Anyone who'll put a late-era Tom 
Waits type tune next to some Nick Lowe-esque song and 
throw some Blues, Bossa Nova and punk into the mix later 
on gets my thumbs up. 


Tommy Keene "ten years after” (Matador) I always liked 
Tommy Keene, and I think it's because this is a guy who's 
remained on the periphery of the already peripheral sub- 
genre of “pop-craftsmen geniuses”. It's probably because 
he's not quite a genius, but I think that makes him better. 
Very endearing. 


The Kent 3 “Screaming Y outh Fantastic" (Bag Of 
Hammers) Nothing to scream about. 


Jimmy Kieth & his Shocky Horrors "I Love Girls” b/w 
“Bom By A Traveling Wife" (Ultra Under POB 1867 
Cave Creek AZ 85331)"Hey Let's Have A Ball” (1+2) 
These fuckin’ things swing! 


King Can "Maximum Power Super Load" (Earmark POB 
23620 MPLS, MN 55423) King can bore me, is what king 
can do. 


Kissaholics (POB 22334 Nashville, TN 37202) The Kiss 
collectors zine covers all aspects of radical KISS 
fanatacism from memorbilia to tribute acts to speculation 
on reunion tour effects on prices. This is as beautiful as 
“Love Theme From Kiss". 


Phil Krauth "Silver Eyes” (Teenbeat) Pull up to this 
premium pump and Phil ‘er up! 


Kustomized "at the vanishing point" (Matador) Reminds 
me of those Crown comps of yesteryear --- some rockin’ 
tracks sandwiched between some lousy numbers by the 
Fireballs-hey wait! They doa Fireballs cover?! Hmnum... 


La Haine: Musiques Inspirees Du Film (World Music 
Distribution 619 MartinAve. Ronhert Park, CA 94928) 
This French rap album based on the Banlieue genre film 
(""Hood" flick) La Haine is filled with the kind of tunes we 
heard on Paris radio and saw on Paris MTV (thanks to 
quotas) and it's pretty bon! It seems like a few years ago 
euro-rappers were 15 years behind, and now they've 
caught up! Includes a lyric sheet so you can try to rhyme 
en frangais! 


Laika and the Cosmonauts “Zero Gravity* (Upstart) 
Blast off with this blasted collection of the Finnish space- 
surfers early works. It's a blast! 


T. Lance & the Coctails "Why?" b/w "Aba-Daba Do 
Dance” (Testar) Great label, great artists, great Dirty 
Wurds cover, great record. If you don't like this you might 
be stupid. 


“Land Of Dirt-A Feedlot Music Cooperative Sampler” 
($5!, 610 S. Dubuque St. Iowa City, LA $2240) Usually 
when “cooperatives” exist, one thing you can count on is 
heterogencousness, be it hippie shake or punk. This is a 
suprisingly diverse samplings of Iowa “scene” bands and 
it's a good listen. For S smackers you can't go wrong. 


Laurels (Thick 1013 Webster #7 Chicago IL 60614) 
Sounds better than bad PIL, worse than bad Pere Ubu. 


Lightning Strikes zine (POB 748 Chi IL 60690) All Lou 
Christie All The time! Get obsessed with Harry and youll 
be glad you did. 


Chris Ligon and the Problems “Alcoholic Dog”, “at the 
lunar cafe”. At the same moment that the Soul Train 
awards were presenting the bland Boyz II Men with the 
Sammy Davis, jr Award, I was at the Lumar Cafe 
witnessing the Problems hold the room in the palm of their 
hands with the kind of singing, comedy, impressions and 
emotion that truly is Sammy's legacy. Oh where is the 
justice! 


Limecell “Crack Hooker” ep (Black Hole) Songs about 
drinking and whores. That's what I call Old School! 


Little John "Derailer® (EMI) Not to be confused with 
Cleveland's midget horror host/newscaster, this is a 
Violent Femmes/Nirvana fusion band! 


Live at Brownies (Feralette 306 West Fourth St. NYC 
10014) This actually sounds like what tive punk in a NYC 
club is supposed to sound like. Roctober faves Jayne 
County, Insomniacs and Trick Babys appear. 


Los Straitjackets "!Viva!* (Upstart) Unlike most masked 
bands whose disguises are used to divert attention from 
other deficiencies, this combo is actually trying to mask 
their immense talent by pretending to be a goofy surf 


combo. In reality this is instro-music harking back to an 
era when you could buy great guitar albums that were 
always rock'n'roll in spite of themselves! Excelente! 


The Loudmouths (New Red Archives) Nasty Garage 
sh(l)ocks with x-tra punkrock [.V. injections! The woman 
singing would obviously kick my ass up and down the 
boulevard, stuff my broken body in the dumpster...and I'd 
like it! 


Lounge Ax Defense & Relocation CD (Touch and Go) 
Maybe the tubelike layout and the physical discomfort 
factor on a night when bands as big as the one on this CD 
are playing and the Napoleon complex doorguy and 
-LORD- the parking, couid all be better, but all-in-all 
Lounge Ax isa pretty great club. They book better shows 
than can be reasonably expected and even Ict us have a 
Roctober Halloween show on a night they wanted to be 
closed once, so I all the way support them in their troubles 
with neighbors and the city. That'd be enough reason to 
buy this benefit abfum, but the fact that Coctails, GBV. 
Mcekons and other ax fans all chip in quality trax, rather 
than the crappy stuff that usually ends up on those AIDS 
fecords, seals the deal. 


Love Nut “Bastards of Melody" (Interscope) Jive power 
pop (that's with a small 'p’)-all that meat and no potatoes! 
They cover “Green Tambourine” and get it wrong-a band 
who can't figure out a Lemon Pipers tune has a major label 
deal? 


Loverly "The Singles" (Loverly POB 382514 Memphis, 
TN 38183) This suprisingly engaging double CD set of 
fun American tunes is a testament to the fact that people 
are stil] out there making songs! 


lowercase “All destructive Urges...Scem So Perfect” 
(AmRep) It's Indie Rock with Sonic Youth breaks. What 
a concept. 


Luna "EP" (No. 6) Some pretty interesting stuff on here, I 
must admit, but a band as humorless as this doing a parody 
album cover (of the "KIDS" movie poster) confuses me. 


Lungfish "Sound In Time” (Dischord) The best thing 
about Lungfish is that guy's beard, and you can't see it ona 
record. 


Freddy Lynxx and the Last of the Jet Boys "Zip Your 
Lip” b/w "So Tired Of You* (Ultra Under) Heartbreakers- 
esque liquor that's as easy coming up as going down. 


Madam Estrella “Relax With...” Perhaps the ultimate in 
bedroom tapes-the soothing hums of the Roland Juno-60, 
and lonesome strums of the Fender lull you into a false 
sense of security and then BAM the dog whistle lets you 
know the aliens are coming! Madam, I'm a dam...fool for 
you! 


Make Friends The Hollywood Way (Strap On POB 4258 
Malibu, CA 90264) There's some “indie” this and some 
“heavy” that but for the most part this LA comp features 
The Funky Whiteboy stuff you'd associate with post-Death 
O' Meta} LA Rock. 


The Make-Up “Destination: Love Live! At Cold Rice" 
(Dischord) This could have been Live At The Appollo and 
it wouldn't have been better! 


Man...Or Astroman? "Experiment Zero” (Touch and Go) 
You'd think something would get stale about these astro- 
rawkers by now, but somehow despite releasing albums, 
singles, flexis and ep's like there's no future (hmmm...) 
somehow their work, especially on this, gets more 
engaging and entertainly with every passing nanosecond. 
They should call it “Experiment Four...stars!" 


Man Tee Mans "17" ep (Bag Of Hammers) Too Cutesy- 
Cutes. 


The Maxx video (Sony) This MTV cartoon about a hot 
social worker and her violent homeless superhero friend 
reminds me of that movie where Sidney Poitier is a 
psychologist who counsels an American Nazi played by 
Bobby Darin. Fun to watch, but if you don't buy 
psychoanalysis it leaves you kinda cold. 


McRackins “Short and Sweet” (Shredder 75 Plum Lane 
#3 San Rafael, CA 94901) Songs 94 through 100 in about 
a year and a half are released here by the most prolific 
poultry band ever! They‘re better than many! 


Men‘s Recovery Project "Botanica Mysteria” (KRS) 
Played at 78 RPM this is a gemus Grind record! 


Metal Mike and Greg “Supercharger” Lowery 
*Loadon Boys” b/w "Fhe American Way* (Bag of 
Hammers) When I was a kid listening to Dr. Demento, this 
kinda thing is the closest thing to punk Id hear. 


Microstoria "init Ding* (Thrill Jockey) It's like holding a 
high tech sea shell to your ear. 


Millencolin "Life On A Plate” (Epitath) Too fast, but not 
*Too Fast For Love". Not by a longshot. 


mk ultra “ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE 
SOUNDTRACK’ (Artichoke 373 Eureka SF, CA 94114) 
Drug induced pop mixed in a halucino-haze. 


Mondo Topless demo (POB 25318 Phila PA 19119) Strip 
down to the waist and dance, you sucker! 


Monkey Mania zine (pob 3486, Littleton, CO 80161) 1 
swear to fing high heaven this sunuvabitch is more fun 
than a barrel of monkeys! 


The Monsters “Rock Around The Tombstone” b/w "Play 
With Fire" (Voodoo! Zeller, Bahnstr 92, 3008 Bem. 
Switzerland) This creepy graveyard slab combines George 
Thoroughgood, Monomen and Bela Lugosi, and it's better 
than anything any of them have done lately. 


Moo zine (1688 Northwest Bivd. Columbus OH 43212) 
T'm a natch'll born, stone-to-the-bone vinyl junkie, so the 
highlight of this humorous zinc is "Cheaper By The 
Dozen”, a column where 12 rekkids from the used cheapo 
bin are reviewed-everything from the Barbarians to 
Tommy Tutone to Joe Tumer to Mott the Hoople. CD 
haters in the house say YO! 


(/ I'm retired: No job. \/ Hey buddy, Tim 
@ musician! I 
got none of that 
STUFF, + and less f 


no phone, no responsibility, 
no money... 





Mystery Machine "10 Speed" (Nettwerk 632 B'way suite 
301 NYC 10012) If these songs were on an Indie Pop 
single five years ago and recorded 4 or 8 track they might 
be fun, but with this production it sounds like a Mediocrity 
Machine. 


Nada Surf “Karmic” (no. 6 POBox 5037) They know how 
to make all the chords sound good, buf they haven't quite 
got to writing good songs. 


The Neanderthals Meet The Kaisers ON TOUR 
(Spinout 4402 Soper ave. Nashville, TN 37204) Live at 
CBGBs madness from TODAY'S TOP STARS! What 
more could you want, compadre? 


David Nelson Band "Limited Edition (6 Fay Dr. 
Kentfield, CA 94904) Country-ish grooving that's way too 
Seseme Street to be “insurgent”. 


Nervous Christians "Revenge Is A Dish Best Served 
Cold” (National Dust POB 245-4 Portland, OR 97208) 
After listening to shitty music all day I was actually 
shocked to put this on and hear an actual good sounding 
rock song actually "rock" me as soon as it kickstarted with 
the immortal linc, "I couldn't help it, I was bit by a 
zombie." Rocking well is the best revenge. 


New Rob Robbies “Wilson's Revenge” (Mind Of A 
Child) They should call them The New Rock Rock-ies! 
This Rocks! 


Nobodies “short songs for short attention spans” 
(Hiopeless) Even if I wanted to not like this, the Alex 
Wald cover, the porn tributes and the actual use of the 
phrase ‘oi, of oi’ won me over within 20 seconds of 
slapping this on. 


No Knife "...drunk on the moon” (Time Bomb 219 
Broadway suite 519 Laguna Beach, CA 92651)No interest. 


Norman Mayer Group “Moody” b/w “supernova” 
(Monumental POB 50084 WDC 20091) Pow'rful stuff in a 
DC vein. Like their namesake, who threatened to blow up 
the Washington Monument, they prove that if in the end 
there is no phallus, a powerful statement can be made. 


Nuetral Milk Hotel “on avery island” (Merge POB 1235 
Chapel Hill NC 27514) While most bands are just aping 
some genre to be sellable, these folks actually sound like 
they're doing this to have fun. 


The Nukes "Why Things Burn” (NRA) SF "punk" with 
more balls than you'd expect from the Bay Area. Good 
texture. 


Olympic Death Squad (Teenbeat) More gold medals than 
Mark Spitz and more hits than Gotti’s #1 goon! 


O-matic "the dog years" (Grass) These songs sound like 
they could be on Punk and Disorderly, so that’s good. 


1-4-Ss "Planetary Annihilation!” (Estrus) BOOM!!! 


100 Watts (WHPK/Atavistic) This compilation of live 
tracks from the local music show on WHPK. the southside 
of Chicago's 2nd best college radio station (of course 
Kennedy/King College kicks ass!) features a half dozen 
bands from the Roctober family (including the awesome 
Scissor Girls, the elusive Hideaways and the semi-decent 
Goblins) and a shitload of other bands. Oh, and itdoesr't 
suck. From the brilliant cavemanesque track by Ting to 3 
Blue Teardrops rockabilly bumer to Hleventh Dream 
Day’s...whatever they do, this is a solid slab of chicken. 


Outstandingly [gnited-Lyrics By Ernest Noyes 
Brookings Vol. 4 (ESD 530 North Third St. MPLS, NIN 
55401) If you're not familiar with Brookings poems from 
the pages of Duplex Planet this may confuse you. Though 
the styles of music are disparate, they all share the same 
lyrical quality, featuring some of the most unusual word 
structunings you'll ever hear. His talent really lies in 
writing poems that are as accessible and humorous as 
hokey “Cowboy Poetry”, but are assembled so oddly that 
they are definetely elevated to art range. And be it 
Country, Jazz, Rock&Roll or ‘other, all the bands on this 
smoothly translate these words to sounds. 


Oval “systemich" (Thnill Jockey) It's German, it's tape 
manipulations, it's good. Hurry up and say you like this 
stuff now because in about a half hour that wont de cool 
anymore. 


Ovarian Trolley “Bullseye” (Broken Rekids POB 460402 
SF, CA 94146) 1 was glad when it was OVER-ian. 


Papa Brittle “Polemic Beat Poetry” (Nettwerk 632 B'way 
ste. 301 NYC 10016) Reminds me of that Viet Nam- 
themed house song "19" ("the average age of a soldier in 
vietnam was n-n-n-nineteen”) with some fey rapping 
added. 


Palace “Arise Therefore” (Drag City) After acquiring a 
whole bunch of new fans with "Viva Las Blues”, Will 
Oldham figured it would be a good idea to lose ‘ein all 
with this release. This is by far his least accesible record 
to date. Very sparse with minimal acomponiment, these 
songs take a long time to grow on you, if at all. For die 
hards only. The first 1,000 came with a bonus CD of 
movie soundtrack music that is quite exceptional. 


Path of Resistance "Who Dares Wins” (Victory) | was 
gonna actually think of something to say about this scary 
contemporary h/c supergroup, but then ] saw on the press 
kit the phrase "The Wu-Tang Clan of Hardcore”, and that 
totally wiped my brain clean. 


Thee Phantom Sive vs The Penetrators split 7” 
(Solamente 2-124 St. Marks Pl. Bkin NY 11217-2015) 
This furious surf battle was a draw til I put this 33 at 45, 
then the PS got ragin' and crazin' and body slammed their 
worthy opponent! 


The Phantom Rats *Shake Shake Shake” (1+2) "See You 
Tonight” ep (1+2)Japanese pop-punk that has it's moments 
(especially the 'S0’s Rock and Roll solos), but, obviously 
I've heard way too much “pop-punk” lately. 


the phoids “Marianne Doesn't Know Yet" (Ng 622 
Broadway #3A NYC 10012) College-radio ready! 


Pie "Strictly Seance" (Big Top 955 Mass Ave suite 115 
Cambridge MA 02139) Have a slice - it tastes exactly like 
Pavemant. 


Pilot “When The Day Has Broken” (Tim/Kerr) This has a 
few chops here and there. 


Jaime Pina and Los Punk Rock Vatos "Bad Latino” 
(1+2) Jaime expands on his single with a coupla new 
classic NYC style Rock & Roll songs and a hefty hidden 
chunk of live trash. I wish they had bands like this on 
Telemundo! 


Planet Log “Venus In Leopord Print” Jump Art Box 120 
13944 Cedar Rd. Cleve OH 44118) Shambling and quirky 
in a positive way. Pretty Clevelandish. 


Prairie Town *Neccesary Changes” (POB 3952 Chi IL 
60654) Good rocking music, with no pretentions and some 
serious kick. Forget the prairie, these boys are ready for 
the big city! 

Prescott Curiywolf “6ix Ways To Sunday” (Mercury) 
Oasis with twang. 


Princess Superstar “strictly platinum” (Sth Beatle POB 
7034 Windsor, Ontario Canada N9C3Y3) No mo' PoMo 
non-afro Hip-Hop-ho's! 


Product Music (Honest Abe 2-72 Yawatahondon, 
Nakagawa-ku, Nagoya, Japan) This compilation of record- 


collecting-as-archeology presents a fine sampting of 
industrial records; Showtunes or pop songs cither made a3 
promos of products or as morale boosters to cogs in the 
corporate machinery. You can dance to Frito-Lays "The 
Frito Twist", but more importantly, you can learn from 
Emerson/Chromalox' “The Eight Seasons of Chromolox". 
Once again, Honest Abe has helped our country. 


Propagandhi "Less Talk, More Rock” (Fat) Chicago kids 
are pretty fortunate that our ultra-political Hardcore band 
Crudos has to power to express their rage with fury, 
but for the rest of North America, Propagandhi's mix of 
melodic hardcore, humor and asskicking intelli gence make 
them the closest thing to Chumabawumba this side of the 


Psyclone Rangers "Beating On The Batpole” (World 
Domination) Way greasier and grittier than their last one. 
Tt almost blew me away (get it?). 


Psychotronic Video zine ($4, 3309 RT. 97 Narrowsburg, 
NY 12764-6126) Simply the best film mag out. The joy 
of Famous Monsters with the scholarship of Kicks. 


Purple Ivy Shadows “feeble” b/w “sustance” (zero hour) 
Purple Ivy HITS! 


Push Kings “Macy, Macy” b/w "Pool Player” (Sealed 
Fate POB 9183 #120 Cambridge, MA 02139) Slink Moss 
mects the Cars at the Tiajuana Brss’ party and a suprise 
guest (on side 2) is Tommy James’ one note bass riff. 


Raccoon Times zine(c/o Bob Nelson 75 Hale St. apt.1 
Beverly, MA 01915) It's Racoon-a-rific! 


Rage Against The Machine "The Evil Empire" (Sony) 
When Sony went all CD they destroyed their record 
pressing machinery so no one else could use it to press 
vinyl. Evil Empire indeed. Rage against what machine? 


Raiph “Olympia ‘66" (Bongo Beat Box 505 1288 
Broughton Vancouver, BC Canada V6G 2BC) Ralph reads 
his poetry over Garagesque guitar, but he only sounds 
slightly like Lou Reed doing it. It's a “Iourncy Thru 
Rock!” 


Rancid Vat "3! Flavors of Hostility" (Baloney Shrapnel) 
The future of Nasty! Hate of the old and love of the heel 
wrestlers create a vat of mean (in every definition of the 
word) stew, 


Rankin Family “Endless Seasons” (Guardian) Not acid 
folk like Mellow Candle but definitely contemporary 
Celtic Folk. Tra La La La. 


Rare Surf, Volume 3 (AVI, 10390 Santa Monica Blvd, 
ste. 210 LA, CA 90024) Now this is the shit! Ripping surf 
sounds from Johnny Fortune, in addition to Johnny 
Barakat & the Vestells. They shouldn't have called this 
series "Rare Surf", that implies that it's for fanatics only. 
No way. If anyone wanted to explore suf past Dick Dale, 
"Wipe Out” and the Pulp Fiction soundtrack, I'd 
reccomend all three volumes of this surf bonanza. 


Resevolr (Zero Hour 14 W. 23 St. NYC 10010) I know 
I'm wrong, but when I hear these synth sound-scapes the 
first thing I think is “anyone could do this.” 


Retailiation “Death From The Inside” ($5, Rick Desrosier 
POB 661 W. Side Station Worchester MA 01602-0661) 
This album of funkbass-heavy Death Metal (mostly 
identifiable by the brutally traditional Death vocals) is 
recorded by an incarcerated prison band who really direct 
their rage lyrically and musically. By already being in jail 
it's like a Blackmetal band cutting out the middle man. Of 
special note is "Song 7°, which you've got to hear for 
yourself. 


Bill Retoff "The Color Of Candy" b/w "Ballad of the 
Ocean Again" The candy song is delightfully candyass 
indie pop! 


retsin “egg fusion” (Simple Machines POB 10290 
Arlington, VA 22210) Ret-dundant. 


Rex “Waltz* (Southem POB 25529 Chicago, IL 60625) 
Sad, but it's supposed to be. 


Dex Romweber/Simon Chardiet "Iwo Great Guitars” 
(Norton) A real "smoker", with the twin towers of the Flat 
Duo Jet and the Simon & the Bar Sinisters axemen picking 
and, quite possibly, grinning. 


The Royal Crowns “Fireball Stomp" ep (Kingdom POB 
28605 Prov. RI 02908) If your turntable was a head you'd 
coronate it with this crown...often! 


Roy and the Devils Motorcycle "Spaceman" b/w "I Meet 
Jeff” (Record Junkie kramgesse 8 3000 bem 8 

switzerland) I wonder if this band was spawned from some 
Swiss biker flick industry, cuz if s0 those are some movies 
I gotta see! Prime Payche-otica. 


Run On “Start Packing" (Matador) *...but it's fun Post- 
Rock...” 


Screaming Bloody Marys "Get In, Get Off, Get Out” 
(octor Dream $41 W. Catlins, Orange, CA) Too average 
to offend. 


Screaming Mee-Mees "Home Movies (Bag Of 
Hammers), “Live From The Basement" (BOH) It's like 
funny Jandek. 


Schizo comix (fantagraphics) I think it’s ironic that [van 
Brunetti who docs nothing but write about misery and 
suicide never kills himself, but Ray from ‘Family Fued’ 
who seemed so happy and was such a joy-spreader 
violently took his life tast week saddening my family. 
We'd be reat sad if Ivan died too, of course. He draws 
good. 


Art Paul Schlosser “I Want To Be Madonna? & Greene” 
An's most serious effort yet. Sure there's jokes and 
kazoos, but some touching and sad stuff too. 


K_D. Schmitz “Words In My Mouth" (POB 1806 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601) K.D. does the " t your words 
to music” thing, and while there are no "Blind Man's 
Penis” gems here, some are pretty good, including my 
editor Jake's ode to Andre the Giant. 


The Scissor Girls “We People Space With Phantoms” 
{Atavistic) Like the most freakish combination of raw 
meat and vegetation at a sushi bar, this can be categorized 
as "Chalienging.” It is my highest reccomendation that 
this challenge be taken. 


Sensefield “Building” (Revelation POB 5232 Huntington 
Beach, CA 92615) I guess the singer is a SENSEitive soul 
in a harsh FIELD of rock. Awww. 


Sex Clark $ "Strum and Drum” (Bechive Rebellion POB 
3031 Muncie IN 47307) A re-release of their super 1987 
LP - True blue pop from when pop really meant 
something. Pass the yello pills- AHH! 





S-FRO-7 “radio galaxies” (Polyfinger 320 Broadway Box 
ue Denver, CO 80203) Agro-space rock, Big sound 


rn “Are You Choking” (Fuse) Oh no. Not more of 
iS... 


Shots In The Dark complilation (Del Fi POB 69188 LA, 
CA 90069) OK, while the Tribute boom has sickened most 
if not all, who can argue with a tribute to a composer? 
Some heavy hitters (Davie Allan, Poison Ivy, Man Or 
Astro?) and some other shining lights do justice to some of 
the most pleasantly manipulative tunes ever. You'll dig. 


Shotwell Coho °APHM" ep (Broken Rekids POB 460402 
SF, CA 94146-0402) Juicy prime cuts of melodic punk 
sirloin to be consumed by a mostly vegetarian audience. 


Silkworm “Firewater” (Matador) I've heard several 
college DJ's playing this and cither apologizing for or not 
realizing the mistake they made, because they thought this 
was the new Freakwater. On the one hand, that doesn't 
say much for college literacy, but on the other, I'm glad 
they can't read, ‘cause this is better than Freakwater. 


Simple Ones "I'wo Cups For A Tale” (Shangri-La) 
Simply delightful! 


Sincola "Crash landing In Teen Heaven” (Caroline) A 
buisness person's idea of indie rock that will sell. 


Sinister Six “Nobody Rides For Free" (Bag Of Hammers) 
Actually sinister, this record gave my crotch a similar 
feeling to the one a Harley's vibrations provide. 


Sissybar “sad to say” b/w "free to be" (moo tron suite $27, 
4470 Sunset Blvd. LA, CA 90027)This is the most 
inventive instumentalization of any indie 7" I've heard. 
Side A has that same electronic drum sound you hear on 
Sade's rekkids, while the flip has banjos and mellotrons 
back to belly. 


46 Forever “Too Much Too Late” (142) Of all of 142's 
New York NY punkrockandroll releases, this may be the 
most authentic sounding. Git this! 


68 Comeback "Do The Rub™ b/w “Cadillac Man"(Bag of 
Hammers) Even the dance song is creepy. 


Skinny Puppy "BRAP" (Nettwerk) This new collection 
features some early stuff that's so cheezy it'll make you fall 
in love with these goofs all over again. 


Slayer "Undisputed Attitude” (American) Speed Metal 
covers hardcore and feeds Minor Threat to middle 
America. 


Stambook “With Riddle and Shears* (L.i.p. 153 Suffolk 
st. #4 NYC 10002) Yecch. 


Sleater-Kinney “Call The Doctor” (Chainsaw POB 42600 
Portland, OR 97242) This is really good. The singer, the 
music, even the raw background harmonies. This is so 
much better than Babyface's "Waiting To Exhale” 
soundtrack. 


Sleeper “the it girl” (arista) Attractive young people 
making pleasant music. 


Sloan "Stood Up" b/w "Some Old Flame" (Murder) Know 
what makes "Stood Up" a real good garage-rock song? 
The mere fact that these guys aren't even trying! I'm gonna 
judge a book by it's cover here: these guys, on the pic 
sleeve, look like your typical Thursday-night-at-Lounge- 
Ax alt-rock band, but the song itself sounds like it could 
be performed on the syndicated Upbeat TV show in 1968, 
by the Ohio Express or the Human Beinz or somebody! 
The other side brings us back to the present day, and that's 
a fine song too, but "Stood Up" (not the Rick Nelson cut) 
is the reason why ole Waymon's puttin’ this into his 
bedroom jukebox. 


Slow Children At Play compilation (5th Beatle) This 
comp brings together bands (fine ones like eggs, Gamma 
Rays and Uncle Wiggly) and has them present songs that 
coexist as catchy pop and apropo' stoner background 
music. 


Slug "The 3 Man Themes” (PCP POB 1689 NYC 10009- 
8908) Around closing time, when a friend of mine wants 
to get everyone shopping to leave the record store he 
works at, he puts this on. 


Slumberjack "Jay" (Blomi 1911 Oak Street SF, CA 
94117) I guess they don't use the term College Radio 
anymore, but this is up that alley and some folks will love 
this. 


small factory “The Industrial Revolution” (Pop Narcotic) 
This singles and rarities comp from the quiintesential indie 
pop band is proof that the 45 is a good thing. These are 
excellent songs, each presented and recorded as a self 
contained narrative that stand strongly on their own and 
sound great in this song quilt. I like their LPs but this is a 
good argument for pre-Beatles LP structure; put a lot of hit 
singles in a batch and it's an album. 


Smart Went Crazy “Now Were Even" (Dischord) This is 
actually a pretty creepy record. I feel kinda wierd after 
listening to it. 


Smog "Kicking A Couple Around” (Drag City) The 
Smog-iest yet. 


Smugglers “Selling The Sizzle" (Lookout/Mint) If the 
kids have any sense they'll get out their forks and cat this 
West Coast (of Canada) power-punk up. 


Snap-Her "It Smells, It Burs, It Stings..." (NRA) Wicked 
Punk! 


Snowmen “in Orbit" (Double Play 41 Sutter St. suite 1337 
SF, CA 94184) Indie slush. Ironically, though he label is 
called Double Play, I will not play this twice. 


Snuff "Demmamussabbonk", “Long Ball To Noone” 
ep(Fat) Snuff is one of the best, funniest live punk bands 
I've seen, but that was a while ago, and though the EP is 
fuckin’ excellent, this LP isn't quite up to Snuff. Some 
good moments though, and if you havn't heard the better 
stuff this might impress you. 


Solger “I Hate It" ep (Bag Of Hammers) War is hell. 


Sounds Of The American Fast Food Restaurants 
(Planet Pimp) Ethno-graphict 


Sour Puss comics ($1, Eugene White 1514 Holly Hill Dr. 
Champaign, IL 61821) Though these raw comix may not 

be the best you'll ever read, there is no denying the power 
of the dark, twisted artwork. Really intense renderings of 
a sick cat by a pretty sick cat! 


Greg South “Deep In My Heart" (POBox 18-482 Fairfield, 
OH 45014)A singer songwnter from Ohio who's telling 
truths. His voice really expresses alot of pain and feeling 


while at the same time maintaining the kind of deadpan 
delivery that Lou Reed made famous. 


Spacemen 3 "Singles" (Taang') The druggy dronesters 
finest moment, their super heavy Roky Erikson cover, 
“Rollercoaster”, is on this! 


Spin Doctors "You Got To Believe In Something” (Epic) 
I got to believe I don't even have to play this one to know 
it sucks. 


Spectal Ted Superstar comix ($1.50, 7-9 Riggs St. 
Gloucester, MA 01930) "Special" comix. I read this at the 
dentist's instead of "Highlights" and I laughed through the 
pain. 

Star Vehicle “High Roller® ep (1573 Milwaulkee Box 451 
Chi IL 60622) Like a spaceship, man, out of this world! 
Steel Miners "All Hopped Up” (Instant 
Mayhen/Caroline)"Dig" (Get Hip) Molten trash slag! 
Don't ‘steal mine, or’... kill ya! 


Brian Stevens "Prettier Than You” (Q Division 443 
Albany St. Boston, MA 02118) For Anthology 3 Paul, 
Ringo and that other guy can tape over some of Brian's 
demos and pass that off as legit too. 


Stiff Little Fingers "Get A Life” (Taang!) I refuse to write 
anthing bad about SLF! 


Sting “Mercury Rising (A&M) And the grammy for most 
self indulgent CD booklet goes to...Sting. Look at Sting 
thinking. Look at Sting brooding. Look at Sting hurting. 
Look at Sting and his dog, both thinking and hurting. This 
guy went in the crapper when he lost his sense of humor. 


Strange Familiar "Flame Broiled" demo. What's familiar 
about this is the strong boy/girl vocals reminescent of X's 
best work. The faster stuff was more powerful than the 
ballads, but overall this tape was really good. 


Strung Out "Suburban Teenage Wasteland Blues” (Fat) 
While this melodic H/C doesn't seem groundbreaking, 
something about the “Wall Of Sound" production on this 
gives this an outstanding sound. 


The Stupid Papers comix ($1, Root 14222 Wunderlich 
apt. #1002 Houston, TX 77069) Very funny. Very, very 
funny, even. You oughta orda it. 


Sugar Shack "Over and Glad" b/w "Need To See” (Bag of 
Hammers) Sweet! But way more American than The 
Sweet. 


Suicide Machines "Destruction By Definition” 
(Hollywood) I like the idea of a Disney suit going through 
MRR and looking for the most offensive band names, then 
sighning them. 


Sunburn comix ($3, c/o Kari Erik Thomsen POB 2061 
Wpg. Mb R3c 3R4) Manitoban madness! Canuckian 
cartoon craziness. Features great, and tres Canadien, 
comix from some big talents, including Roctober's own 
Darren Merinuk. 


Sun Demons “Now Is The Time” (Loutish POB 262 Old 
Chelsea Station NY 10011)Sun-sational! 


Super 5 Thor "Ford" (Echostatic 2802 East Madison 
#159 Seattle, WA 98112) “Tubeless Ignition” (No Life 
POB 461778 LA, CA 90046) Numbrock for ethereal 
numbskulls. 


Super 8 (Hollywood) Peart Jam meets Oasis meets Lenny 
Kravitz meets someone else I don't like. 


Super Friendz “Mock Up/Sale Down" (Murder POB. 
2372 Hallifax Central Halifax Nova Scotia B3J 354 
Cananda) Better than the Beatics newest single. 


Super Junky Monkey “A-I-E-T-O-H®, “Parasitic 
People"(Sony), DON'T MONKEY WITH THE 
MONKEY! 


Supernova "Last In Space-A Show For Kids?" video 

(Am Rep) While I'll always defend space-rockers like 
Supemova, Man or Astroman?, and Laika over the 
Hawkwind contingent anyday , the best I can do here is 
be...diplomatic...and say that this video isn’t exactly overly 


funny. 


Supersnazz *I Gotta Go Now” bw ‘1 Am A Cliche" 
(Estns) Best Snazz yet! I would have paid full 
price for just the Alex Wald 60's DC comics parody book, 
but the solid single is tope, including the cover of Roctober 
Hall of Dynamic Greatness members X-Ray Spex. 


(NOTE: *Super” is the indie word of the month!) 
Swirties “ spent their wild youthful days” (Taang!) 
Used to Sie die br College Rock band end now 
they're a somewhat better College Rock band. 


Swish “Supermax” (Instant Mayhem) Better than Switch! 


TASM LAB “Thing and Nothing” (P.O.Box 351 Kendall 
Square Cambridge, MA 02142) See, if you live in a shack 
and fide a rusty bike like the ALLEGED (1!!)Unabomber 
then your criticisms of technology are interesting. 
However, if you're techno- geeks, like the producers of this 
rock opera, your crits dont have much byte. 


Temple of Bon Matin “Enduro” (Bulb POB 8221 Ann 
Arbor, MI 48107-8221) Art rock with gusto! Balls to the 
wall conceptual free-metal! 


A Ten O'Clock Scholar "Quictest” (Grass) Could have 
been quieter. 


Thinking Fellers Unton Local 282 "I Hope It Lands” 
(Communion 290-C Napoleon St. SF, CA 94124) A 
wonderful tone of uniqueness permeates these tunes, all of 
which are good and one of which is truly excellent. 


13mg “Trust and Obey” (Slipdisc) “Dance to Industrial 
and then hang out at Dunkin’ Donuts" music was cutting 
edge when Molly Ringwald was just breaking out. It's too 
early for nostalgia. 


thirtyseconddeep “hot cart" (Harmless) So good I could 
even listen to it for fortyseconds! 


This Tortured Soul “Gravity* (Dead Soul) Torturous 
listening. 

Thomas Jefferson Slave Apartments "Punk Rock 
Secret" b/w "Talkin ‘bout Miscegenation” (Bag of 
Hammers) Scare-E! 


Three Fish (Epic) Throw it back! 


Three Stoned Men "Smells Like The Big Time* (Know 
Knew Records) The Nudelman posse is back with a long 
play that beats out any previous stoner records, be they 
from Deadhead/H.O.R.D.E. factions or from Cypress Hill, 
because after listening to songs like "Hash Hobbit” and the 
rest, ta intense dumbness actually numbs your brain to 
buzz level. 





Tiki Tones “Idol Pleasures” (Mai Tai/Doctor Dream 841 
W. Collins Orange, CA 92667)Y ou'll drink this up in a 
monkey cup! 


Tinker “reciever” (Bear JAF Box 444 NYC 10116-0444) 
socoer music. 


Today Is The Day (AmRep) While I understand why this 
would appeal to AmRep ears, I must admit this is much 
more fucked than their standard fare. Much more fucked! 
Congaratulations! 


Too Much Joy °...finally* (Discovery/Wamer 2034 
B'way Santa Monica, CA 90404) Too much mediocrity. 


Torcher “Your Word Against Fire" (Tim/Kerr) Thick and 
goocy guitars with rich, sticky vocals. But not sweet! 


Trash On Demand (Ultraunder) This intemational 
Garage/pop/punk comp is like an instant Pebbles! Almost 
every song is not only good, but indicates that some great, 
obscure band exists! I demand more! 


The Treniers-live @ Milt Trenier’s Lounge, May 31, 
1996. Still Rockia, still jumpin, still awingin' in the wake 
of a minor Jump Blues revival in the US (Naughty Ones in 
Texas, Cali's Royal Crown Revue and Chi town's Mighty 
Blues Kings) you'd think the originators would be the ones 
having to turn people away at the door. Not so. But the 
fabulous Treniers, ied by brother Claude and his and Milt's 
nephew Skip, bummed the mother down. Having just 
played to 40,000 at Hembsby in England, they were all too 
ready to annihilate a crowd of some $0 or less, many of 
whom were local celebs in their own right. Unlike the 
latest time I saw ‘em, which was great in it's own way, these 
three action packed sets were heavy on OKEH rockin’ 
sides, like “Rockin’ Is Our Buisness", Oh! Oh! Get out Of 
The Car", “Rockin’ On Saturday Night®, "Rock & Roll 
Call", "Bald Head", "Go Man Go", as well as stomping 
covers of Louis Jordan's "Caldonia®, Nat Cole's "Hit That 
Jive, Jack" (during which Claude went in the crowd to slap 
the men five) and even an impromptu Louis Prima 


impersonation by Skip! The highlight of the evening, 
though, had to be diggin’ Leon (of ‘Leon's Ribs’ fame, 
you've seen his Rolls Royce with the vanity “LEON” 
plates cruising Stony Island) and Claude cutting each other 
"Say Man” style (with an X-rating) all night long! The 
band segued from rockin’ faves to icy jazz instros and 
lounge coolities (again, the REAL thing, accept no 
substitutes) and had me laughing so much with their still- 
unrestricted clownin’, my stomach felt all cut up. Special 
guests included Harmonica Hinds doing the most 
amphetamized scat singing Pve been pnvy to, and my 
dad's favorite icon, Frank D'rone, swingin’ and croonin’. 
All of this could have been better if brother Milt had taken 
the mic to sing "Taxi Blues”, but hey, our cordial host still 
runs THEE most happening lounge tn Chicago, so dig it 
while you can. 


Tribe 8 "Snarkiam” (Altemative Tentacles) See, angry 
lesbians can rock...and make you chuckde! Attention 
attomeys and Montel fans, hidden O.J. track! 


Trick Babys "Bom 2B This Way” ep (Feralette records 
306 West 4th St. NYC 10014) One word: "Tuff." 


Triple Fast Action “Broadcaster” (Capitol) 1996. Cheap 
Trick are hanging out with Jim Dison. Off Broadway's 
debut LP is now on CD. KISS are putting their makeup 
back on Hmmm... 


2Pac "All Eyez On me” (Death Row) Tired New Kids on 
the block beats + rapper with absolutely no talent = dismal 
fetching material. With all the songs about sex on this 
album he left out the ones about getting boffed in prison. 


22 Jacks "So Now You Know “b/w *Stockton” (BYO)] 
was snoozin' thru the first couple songs when the needle 
(s0 to speak) hit "Stockton"! Oh yas yas yas! A stark 
guitar-and-bass thing that was only intended as a demo, it's 
sorta like Chet Atkins meets Television (the band, not the 
appliance). 


Ultra Lounge series (Capitol) One thing that majors can't 
be accused of is sleaziness in cashing in on "Lounge’- 
mania and "Cocktail Nation". They're not co-opting youth 
culture, they're laying claim to their own stuff! These are 
a better bet for setting the mood than most of the new 
combos, and some pretty obscure and oddball stuff is 
included. I like the Rhapsodesia” collection the best. 


Ultrasonic Scalpel zine ($17, POB 209 Clarendon Hills, 
TL 60514-0209) You'll be Hooked on (ultra) Sonics after 
teading this zine that finds humor...in truth! 


Uncle Wiggly “jump back, baby” (Teen Beat) Despite the 
name, this band isn't just 4 squares (get it "Uncle Wiggly” 
is a king's-cal! in 4-Square). It's wiggle-able 


Universal Vagrants (Get Hip) Sure a Get Hip band would 
have a Thunders/Dolls feel, but KISS? And Bolan? And 
Boogie? Totally acceptable vagrancy! 


The Untamed Youth "Untamed Melodies”, “Califormis 
Street” b/w Jennie Lee (both Norton POB 646 Cooper 
Station NYC 10003) “minor chaos” b/w "drag race 
tragedy” (Hillsdale POB 641592 SF, CA 94164) While 
most of the current crops of “surf bands have about as 
much soul as a flaccid Florida Death Metal combo, and are 
just as mechanical, the Untamed Y outh always provided 
the authentic flavor that made the landlocked surf-combos 
of the sixties so tasty. Fun, youthful and just drunk 
enough, they always provided dance music for the kids 
and their platters always kicked the party into high gear. 
The “Best Of" on Norton is 2 fine poo poo platter for those 
of you unfamiliar, but of course, this kind of flips al ways 
sounds better on 45's so get those too. 


Unwound “repetition”, “corpse pose” b/w "everything is 
weird" (Kill Rock Stars) I apologise in advance for 
harping on this point in every Unwound review, but the 
fact that this band obviously named themselves after 
George Strait’s first single, and the fact that their new 
gongs are far more memorable and mind controlling than 
George's recent stuff, I find fascinating. 


Unwritten Law “Oz Factor” (Epic) Typical American fey 
Ppop-"punk". 


Velour 100 “fall sounds” (Tooth and Nail POB 12698 
Seattle, WA 98111) This would be a good soundtrack to a 
videotape of a fishtank. 


Versus "Deep Red” (Teenbeat) Good music for "spy 
dancing*. 


Thee Viceroys “Skiffle Sound (7-10 Split POB 80065 
MPLS, MN 55408)Change the name to Thee 
ViceRAWKS! 


Victory Style (Victory) I've been to a few super young 
hardcore shows lately and 1 can't believe how apathetic the 
kids are, which is probably why they don't protest when 
this label trics to pass off 2nd rate meta! and third rate 
roots music as H/C, but they still are one of the only labels 
sound at least pretending hardcore is alive, so I appreciate 


Village Records presents Sounds of the Unknown (212-998-5398) This label is put out by 
the Music Business Program at NYU, and considering that I've heard of no band they've ever 
released, and that the press kit was wrinen expecting a third grader to read it, I wouldn't 
reccomend going into this program. The music is fairly pleasant, however. 


Virgo Snakes (Big Yucky/Spit and a Half POB 18510 Denver, CO 80213) This noise made 
me feel like 1 was strapped into a paint shaker, or whatever those things are called. I think it 
might be brilliant. 


The Volatiles "Fuck All Punk Eockers” (Rocco POB 14781 Chicago, IL 60614) Turn up the 
Vol-iti-ume! It's a hat! 


Yon Zippers “Mighty Red Baron” b/w "V-Z Theme" (Roto-flex POBox 64252 Calgary AB 
Canada T2K 6J1) Two Von RIPPERS! Gitchy! 


The Warmers (Dischord) Getting warmer and burning up! 


Warm Wires "Women Are Better Then Men” b/w “Excema" (Roslyn 1431 Castro St. SF, CA 
94114) The A side is either the best or the dumbest song I've heard in months! 


Warzone "Lower East Side” (Victory) The band featuring a member with the biggest nose in 
80's Hardcore re-records it's first record 90's style. While this doesn’t improve it (huge 
understatement), it's great to hear classic h/c pro-scene, anti-drugs lyrics. If you missed the 
boat originally you might get a kick outta this. 


Wasted Time “When It Was Fun" (Grass) Y ou ever notice how when one type of music gets 
popular alot of bands start sounding just alike? 


Wesley Willis Fiasco "Spookydisharmoniousconflicthellside” (Urban Legends POB 148216 
Chi IL 60614) This funk bass combo supporting Willis is the answer to the non-musical 
question "What Could Be More Annoying Than his Solo CD's". Like Morisey, Wesley is a 
better concept than a reality. 


Weston "Got Beat Up* (Go Kart) A bunch of songs. 


White Dot zine (POB 577257 Chi IL 60657) I have nothing but admiration and support for 
this fervant anti-TV manifesto! I'll read it during commercials. 


Windy and Carl “Drawing of Sound” (Icon POB 1746 Royal Oak, MI 48068) This sounds 
like what you hear on the moving sidewalk at the United Airlines "Terminal of the Future.” 


Who Do You Think You're Fooling? The Story of A Robbery .Video by Mike White ($5, 
POB 2401 Riverview MI 48192) This intercuts Quentin Tarrentino’s “Resevoir Dogs” with the 
Chinese action flick "City of Fire” to illustrate how QT totally copied the latter to make the 
former. I didn't think it was a big deal, I mean, everyone steals, he clearly was copping off 
Hong Kong cinema style violence and it wasn't like Pat Boone covering Little Richard, That 
is, most Americans who saw “...Dogs” would never have gone to see “City...” anyhow, so he's 
not taking food out of anyone's mouth.. However, everyone | told about this was shocked and 
suprised at how blatant and low ol’ QT got (didn’t they see "Girl 6"?) so I guess this is a must 
see. 


Whorgasm "Smothered” (Rawkus 65 Reade St. suite 2B NYC 10007) Though the name made 
me fear what I'd hear, this actually had far more funk (as in smell as well as bass) and soul 
than expected. It also reveals (indirectly) the current Michael Jackson is an alien imposter. 


Andre Williams and the El Dorodos “Greasy” (Norton)I'm glad they didn't hand this over to 
amore conventional blues fabel, ‘cause they would've fucked it up big time. Blind Pig or 
Alligator would have cranked the guitars to 11 and had him do a duet with Bonnie Raitt. That 
album Andre did on an Ichiban subsidiary a few years back had him wearing a jogging suit 
and trying to rap. Forget that! It seemed like nobody, but NOBODY in the industry these 
days understands the glory of R&B (post-blues, pre-soul) as done by Williams, Wynonie 
Harris, Roy Brown, the Screamin’ bros. Jay Hawkins and Joe Neal) and Nolan Strong and the 
Diablos. Too many subtleties for The House of Blues crowd I guess. Well, Norton captured 
him in his Chi-Town element and this stands tall near his classix. Ain't no retro-nuevo 
nostalgia bullshit here - just the original Dr, Dre, and his friends, raising hell in the blistering 
Chicago heat. One of Waymon's 10 best of 96! 


Woodrow comix (POB 578174 Chgo, LL 60657) Woodrows rule! rather than spend 10 bucks 
ona record by a band that sucks, send 1 for a comic about a band that rules! They mule! 


Wordsound Powa "Live From The Planet Crooklyn” (ROIR) NYC Dub style stuff is not my 
fave, though I love the classic ‘primitive’ old dub stuff, but I've got to say that this is one 
diverse and rich sampling from this collective. you'll like something on it. 


The Wrens “Secaucus” (Grass) Angular and Angst(the band)}-esque. They have alot of truths 
to tell, so they have to yell. 


The X-Rays “Speed Kills (Empty) Garage-punk so raw I had to check my speakers to make 
sure they were working right. But in the future, if a good band wants to name their LP after a 
Chicago zine... 


Youth Brigade "to sell the truth” (BY) I'm glad Y outh brigade is back together. I can't wait 
until the Stern boys are 50 and still calling themselves “Youth”. This record is good, if not 
particularly youthful, especially the ode to the bartender and the anthemic "breakdown". 


Yum Yum "Dan Loves Julie” (Atlantic/Tag) Dismal slacker rock taken to the next level. 
Cellos and violins are swell, but do not neccesarilly a pop wonder make. Chris Holmes will 
do much better than this. 


Zoomcranks comix ($2.50, 909 Lancaster St. Durham, NC 27701) The very talented J. 
Zervakis has tumed her comic into an anthology of excellent work. Highly reccomended for 
Zine comix fans. 


GUEST REVIEWER #1 The Continuing CELEBRITY GROCERY ITEM REVIEWS of 
DR. IGUANA by Ken Burke. 

GEORGE JONES Country Gold Dog Food (Gravy Style} WORLD PET FOODS P.O. 
Box 194 Red Bay, AL 35582.: This time the Country music legend is posing with dogs on the 
front of the bag. One is a big happy-tongued golden retriever and the other a tiny schierpke 
who George is apparantly squeezing so hard it's eyes bug out in an approximation of farty dog 
eagerness. I have a big and little dog too. Neither of them liked their dogfood wet, so the 
"Mix with warm water to get gravy” option left an uneaten, bloated pinkish-brown mass in 
their dish. age the big oval chunks were fine for my shepherd, but my macho, never-say-dic 
terrier nearly fainted from hunger before he was able to bust a Country Gold nugget in his tiny 
chops. Days later ] walked my dogs down by the river and my big dog let go a pile of poop 
that looked like barely digested Country Gold. As the river water gently splashed over the 
excrement I cried "By George! It really does make it's own gravy!” The resident minnows 
actually seemed to like this uh...Au Jus, and swam up to it in droves. So don't be suprised if 
you start seeing George Jones Country Fish Food (Gravy Style) on the market soon. 





Matador Records 676 Broadway NYC 10012 hito.//www.matador.recs.com 
13 song dbl Ip 11 song cd /cs Direct Mail Order Action: dbt Ip $10 cd $12 cs $7 Postage Paid 
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